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And Rejoicing when Victory is obtained through 


Faith in Chriſt. 


Being the Subſtance of Several Sermons 
Preached at Rainford, and at ſome Lectures 
at Bolton in the Moores in Lancaſhire, 
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Ihe Epiſtle Dedicatory to my 
beloved People at Rainford, 
and my beloved Friends at 
and about Bolton, to whom 
thele Sermons were Firſt 


Preached. 


Dearly Beloved, 


A N Y, upon one Account or other, Dedicate 
their Writings to ſome particular and ſpe- 
cial Friends, Tow in general are my be- 
loved Friends, to whom, as to one Body, I 
Dedicate this. Subject which I have Preached among 
you, ana that without diſtindion of Perſons, as Patrons, 
for theſe Reaſons, (I.) The right of Primogeniture 
belongs to you all, to whom they have been Preached firſt. 
(2.) The particular Paſtoral Relation that I Hand in 
to you my People at Rainford ; among whom, Chriſt 


who called me to the Work of the Miniſtry, bath 


fixed my Poſt for theſe Thirty Tears laſt paſt ; and 


+ whoſe Sous have been committed to my Charge as 


pour Paſtor. And for ſome Tears laſt paſt hath given 


me the Liberty and Opportunity to Preach many pu ich, 
Lectures at Bolton, wherein, according to the mean an 
weak Tagent beſtowed by God upon me. I have not cx- 


erciſed my. ſelf in the deep and profound Myſteries of 
. 3 


24 The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the Goſpel, (Which I have left to abler Perſons and 
Pens) nor M. Cut rouerſal Point, that might gender 
Strifes,, and increaſe Heats and Animufities among Per- 
ſuns of different Sentiments and Perſwaſions, but in 
the things which make for Peace and mutual Edijicati- 
on. I hare nom ſent this Subj: abroad into the 
World" in à moſt plain and ch Dreſs, becauſe it is 
Milk for Babes, and not ſtrong Meat for ftrong Men, 
though I hope it is the ſuicere Milk of the Word, which 
through God's Bleſſing may Effet your growth in Grace, 
in Faith and Love. The Milk of the breaſt is not ordi- 
narily Sugar d, but moſt naturally Nouriſheth as it 
comes warm from the Breaſt , and ſo the ſimplicity and 
plainneſs of the Goſpel proves often, though not ſo Pala- 
table, yet as Nouriſhing te the Souls of true Believers, 
a more curious and richly dreſſed Painties : For th: 
leſs there is feen of Man in it, the mare is there ſeen 
of the Wiſdom and Power of God, who by the fooliſh- 
neſs of Preaching ſaves ſuch as believe. And if it 
fall into the Hands of more Strong, Learned and Able 
Chriſtians, it may, upon one account or other, be as Plea- 
ſant and Profitable to them, as their own rich and bet - 
ter furniſhed Tables. It was the ſaying of a moſt 
Learned and Able Divine, that he would hear the 
weakeſt- as well as ableſt Miniſter Preach, for ſome 
way or other be could get good by them; either he could 
learn ſome particular Note from them, which he had 
not taken notice of before, or be could call to mind 
ſome Truth that had flipped his Memory; or if there 
was nothing further to be got by ſuch a Sermon, yet Ie 
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could learn Patience; ſom? of theſe probably may be at 

earned by this Diſcourſe, (3.) I Dedicate this to you 2 

all without diſtinction of Perſans, becauſe there is al 

ſomething or other in the ſeveral Particulars of it, I. 

. that may reach and ſuit your particular Caſes, © There i 'e/ 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

are ſome, who though they have been frequent 'Hearers 
of the Mord, yet have utterly (hut the Doors of their 
Hearts againſt it, and through Ignorance and Love to 
their Sins and Luſts, and wretched Carelsſneſs of 
their Souls, neither know what Temptations are. nor 
whence they come, nor what a deplorable Condition they 
bring thuſe Souls into that ar? overcome by them, but 
go on wi:fully in ther Slavery to Satan, th: World, and 
their own Luſts. Theſe, if they will but ſeriouſly read 
and meditate upon this Subject, may find ſomcihing 
that may diſcover their dangerous and deplorable Condi- 
tion, and put them upon Repentance, and ſecking God, 
and refiſting Temptation before it be too late ; ſome 
have been Hearers of the Ward, and thought them- 
ſelves, hereby in a ſafe Condition, but bave not bon 
Doers of the Word, have ncither learned: nor practiced 
what hath been Preached to them, Theſe may learn 
that practice is the end of Hearing, and that it is not 
the Hearers, bat the Dori of the Will of God that 
ſhall be juſtiſied. It is not the Knowledge, but the 
Overcomers of Temptations that ſhall be ſaved + we 
cannot charge God as,our Temptcr, nor lay the blame 
wholly at Satan's Door, (who can only tempt us ob- 
j etively) but our own Luſts that hade enticed ns, and 
drawn us into Sin, and that many times hnowing- 
ly and wilfully; and therefore our Deſtruction is of our 
Jelves ; for where true Faith is. there will be a wi. 
gorozrs reſiſt ance of Temptation, and a real Victory o- 
ver it at laſt ; yea, Faith by the Mord quencheth the 
fiery Darts, both of Satan and our own Luſis, Some 
again have made a flouriſhing Profeſſion of Religion, 
bart have wofwlly Cooled, Decayed and Apoſ tatized : 
and, however, they may be now ſettled ton. their 
Lees, and Conſcience at laſt laid to ſleep, yet dowbt- 
leſs they have had many ſtrong Conflicts between the 

* A: 2 Fleſh 
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10 you all, (4.) I Dedicate this to you all, without 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Fleſh and their own Enlightned Conſciences, before they 
could be brought to that ſecure and ſtupid Temper 
they are now arrived at ; [4 the Heart muſt have 4 
time to be hardened in Sin; and where Faith loſeth 
the Day, there Sin and Luſt gets it; the weaker that 
Faith grows, the ſtrongey will 1cmptation prove in us 
Aſſault ; and theſe will have no Cauſe of Iriumph at 
44ſt. Some again have met with ſore and ſtrong 
Temptationt, and for a conſiderable time have made 
ſtrong reſiſtance, but either by the Strength and Lio- 
dence, or the long Continuance of Temptation ; their 
Faith being weak and weary. their Fleſh and Heart 1 
ready to fail thim, and in Deſpondency are ready to 
give up all for liſt, Now here ſuch have Rules and 
eans to ſupport and ſtrengthen their Faith, and to 
encourage them to perſevere in the Conflict, with aſſured | 
Hope of Victory at the laſt, and Cauſe of Triumph 
therein. Some again have ſeemed to Conquer a pre- 
ent Temptation, and hereupon they have been ready to © 
boaſt of their Victory, whereas Temptation may but 
bave withdrawn it ſelf for a time, that it may return 
with more Violence when it finds a new Opportunity, 
and the Root is not truly mortified in the Heart and 
Aﬀections, Here ye may find ſomething to cauſe you 
to rejoice with trembling, and to keep a watchful Eye 
upon your own Hearts, that ye may Triumph indecd, 
when full and final Victory is obtained at laſt, Thus 3 
— ſee here is Food of all ſorts, and Phyſick for all 
iſtempers. and therefore I have Dedicated this Treatiſe 8; 


mentioning any in 88 leſt any ſhould think me 
partial in what I Write, or that I neglect ſome, while | 
T take particular notice of others ; whereas I am bearti- 
Ae for the Welfare f all your Souls, and do 
heartily wiſh that all you may come to the —_— 4 
5 4 ext 271 


5 


1 


. they come jo faſt an 


C N _— 3 I 
Se 1 \ i. 
n 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


of the Truth, and be ſaved, TP the Seed amon 
you, and leave the 55 F God (whoſe peculiar Wor 
it 1) to Water, to Bleſs the ſpringing of it, and make 
it fruitful, (5.) The Decays of Nature, and Infirmi- 
ties of Old Age, accompani d with ſome aggravating 
Circumſtances and particular Diſtempers, tell mc that 
my time of ſtay _ you is not likely long to continue, 
forceably upon me. And there. 
fore as good Hezekiah, upon the Sentcnce of approgehin 
Death, was adviſed to ſet his Houſe in order; ſo ? 
have Compiled and Committed to the Pr ii this Subject, 
that I may leave it as a Legacy to you when 7 am 


one. And though I may ſay with the Apoſile Peter, 
Silver and Gold have I none; but ſuch as 7 have I give 
and bequeath to you, and carneſtly wiſh that it may 
have the ſame Influence upon you, (though not in ſo Mira- 
culous a way) that bis Word bad upon the poor Cripple, 
Ariſe and walk; the ſame Spirit mujt do this that 
did that, though not in th: ſame Miraculous way. 
(G.) By the publiſhing of this Subject, and delivering it 
into your Hands to be ſeriouſly and deliberately Meigbed 
and Meditated upon, you may come to have a mare 
deep Impreſſion of it upon your Hearts, than in the 
tranſient hearing of it. However, it will be a means 
to quicken and revive it in your M-mories ; and many 


times the Words of Men are taken more notice of, and 
more ſeriouſly conſider d when a Man is dead, than 
when be lived and ſpake them. If your Memories fail, 
„von may have recourſe to your Book, and thereb y revive 
Jour Memories: Nay further, ye may now read them 
$ to your Children and Families, which may be a means 


to quicken them to Watchfulneſs againſt Temptations, 


and ſtrengthen them in their Conflict againſt them; who 


nows but that 7 ſecure and ſleepy Sinner in your 


* Family may here y be Awaked, and ought to Repentance 
A. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
and Converſion ; and therefore J hope that this Token 
and Legacy of. my Love to your Sonls may be ſeveral 
ways profitable to you, which is my hearty Wiſh and 
Praycr for you, that ye may not be Tempted in any 
Caſe above what ye are able, and that ye may get full 
and final Vidory over all Temptations at laſt, A. thcre- 
in may for ever Triumph in Chriſt through Faith in 
him, in whom ye have obtained Victory, However, 
whether ye will hear, or whether ye will forbear, this 
mill be a ſtanding Record either for or againſt you in 


the great Day of reckoning, and will be a Witneſs for 


me, that I am clear from your Blood, And know 
this, that howcocr this Diſcourſe take with you now, 
it will be my Crown and Rejyicing in that Day of 
Chriſt, if I can meet you, or any of jon, at the Right 
Hand F Chrift, Triumphuig in your Victory over all 
Tem tations through Faith in Chriſt, It mill then 
witneſ fur me, that it hath nut been yours, but you, 


your Soul's Etcrnal Happincſs and Salvation that 1 


have chi ſiy fought after and labour d for, And as 1 
have (according 10 my weak Capacity) endeavoured to 
do my part, your part is Reading. Meditating, Prayer 
and Practice, that ſo through the Pleſſing of God ye 
may come to Triumphant Glory at laſt, which is and 


ſhall be the Prayer of the true Lover of your Souls, 
i -* J. B. 


J will only recommend to your ſerious Reading and 


Peruſal, what the Apujtle Writes as his End and De- 
* fign in Wrining the Sccond Epiſtle of Peter, Chap. 1. 


12, to 16. which yon may read at large in your 
Bibles. and according to the Grace of God beſtowed 
pon me, 15 my Deſign in the whole of this Subject, 


Chriſtian 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


Chriſtian Reader, 


72 E are told that we ought not to cat our Morſels a- 
lone, hut to deal our Bread to the Hungry, and 
caſt our Bread upon t he Naters, and to invite tbe Poor 
and Fungry to our Feaſts ; therefore I have made bold 
to publiſh this Treatiſe to the World, hoping it may meet 
with ſeme poor hungry Soul, whoſe Condition may re- 
wire ſuch a Word, as well as thoſe to whum it was 
Trad And ſuch an one I ſuppoſe and hope that thou 
art, for I deſign it for poor, mean and hungry Sowls ; 
not as a Diſh to pleaſe the Curious Palates of ſuch as 
abound in all Plenty and Variety, but to juch as 
really Hunger and Thirſt after Kighteouſneſs, whoſe 
reſent Condition is ſuch that they find a real want of 
ſuch Eread of Life (though never ſo plainly dreſſed) as 
this is. I hope it # ſound and wholeſome Country Fare, 
though it be not Sauccd and Garnifhed, as thou may ſt 
mect with at more Rich Tables, And ſometimes thoſe 
that in Ordinary are fed with more Kich and Choice 
Delicates, may yet have a mind to taſte of plain Coun- 
try Fare, Sometimes Perſons may Surfeit upon too 
high and rich Diet, which may breed Diſtempers in 
them; but there .is not the like danger in plain and 
hemcly Diet; few will have ſo hen an Appetite to 
this as to Surftit upon, eſpecially in this Age wherein 
Perſons are grown more curioms in Palates than ordina- 
ry : I ſuppoſe thee to be one that eateſt to live, and that 
lives not to cat. I hope there ts wholeſome, nouriſhing 
Food in what I ſet before thee, which may refreſh t 
Spirits, and ſtrengthen thee for thy Work, and in t 
Journey towards Heaven ; and therefore I defire thee 
to taſte and eat of it, and thine own Experience, wpon 
Trial. will make thee a Competent Judge of what Nouriſh- 
ment it will afford thee, if thou wilt but make a - 


To the Chriſtian Reader. | 


and right uſe of it, I defire thee therefore not to ſcorn 
at and deſpiſe it, nor entertain a prejudice in thy Mind 
agatnſt it, but Candidly, Charitably and Seriouſly read 
it, bearing with the Weakneſs and Infirmities of the Au. 
thor; meditate alſo ſeriouſly upon it, mix it with 
Faith, follow the Reading of it with Prayer for the 
Bleſſing of God upon it, apply it to thy Soul g particular 
Caſe and Neceſſity, and follow the Rules and Directi- 
ons of it, and duly Examin? and Try thy Heart and 
Ways by it. And that thon mayeſt Reap much B-nefit by 


it, is, and ſhall be, the Prayer of an unworthy Servant of 


Chriſt, and thy Servant for Chriſt's ſak and the Goſ- 
pel, tbough unknown by Face to thee, 
J. B. 


This comes to thee in an Earthen Veſſel, that the 
lr there is of Man, the more the Wiſdom and Power 
of God may be ſeen in it ; and he may have the whole 

lory, who by the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching ſaves all 
thoſt that believe. It is his Glory and thy Sl Good, 
and not mine own Commendation that I deſign herein, 
and pray for. But as the Law rv content with a 
pair of Turtle Doves, or two Hung Pigeons, where 
richer Sacrifices were not to be had, and Chriſt commends 
the poor Widow's Two Mites,this being all ber Subſtance, 
above the rich Gifts caſt into the Treaſures of God by 
them who give of their Abundance ; ſo J hope theſe 
Two Mites will be graciouſly accepted of Chriſt, who 
expects according to what he gives, an4 not accordin 
to what he gives not So would beg of thee charitably 
to accept of and make the b:ſt uſe thou canſt of theſe 
plain Truths that here I offer to thee, 

He that hath told us in bis Word, that through ma- 
nifold Tribulations and Temptations we muſt enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven; that he who hath cndared ſo 


much for our ſakes, expects that we ſhould take up 
| our 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


rn our Croſs and follow him, and ſuffer with him, if we 
14 expett to be glorified with him; yea, makes it a Sign and 
2 Token of Sonſhip, if we endure Chaſtiſements; be having 
7p given us ſo many Premonitions in this Caſe we may expeet 
th not to be free, if we belong ta him, 1 therefore ſuppo- 
Je fing thee to be one of theſe that belong to Chriſt, can think, 
th no other, but that ibou vaſt thy Trials and Temptations 
1 as well as others, for none are abſolutely free, | 

4 T therefore have caſt this Net into the Sea, not know- 
* ing what Fiſh it will bring up; poſſibly thou mayeſi be 
of one that God hath a d:jign to do good unto, by ſending 
. it to thee ; I have ſonictimes heard it ſaid, ſuch a Ser- 


mon had been proper for ſuch a Perſon, if he had been 
| there to have heard it; this is often but an excuſe to 
oe keep of the Sence of the Word from their own Hearts, 
and that they think they know more of others Circum- 


* 
2 ftances, than really they do of their own, But this I 
1] am ſure f, that here God deſigns any ſpecial Good to 


, any particular Perſon, he either by his Providence brings 
them to the place when it is Preached, or by one means or 
other conveys it to them, Upon this account though it 
e was not Preached to thee, yet this Subject being publiſhed 
p to the World, may fall into thine Hand for ſome ſpecial 
De and Advantage; and therefore deſpiſe it not, but 
y give tt the ſcricus reading, and beg of God for bis Bleſ- 
+ | ſing upon it, for ſome ſpecial Benefit by it. 

9 Though I defign it chiefly for mean and weak Chri- 
ftians, yet ſince the beſt of Saints may be expoſed to 
the greateſt Temptations and (trongeſt Trials, there may 
poſſibly be found ſomething in it that may be of particu« 
lar Uſe and gow 7 to thee ; and though it come ee 4 
weak Hand, and in a mean Dreſs, and many things in 
it might be better, more aptly and methodically expreſ- 
ſed, yet by this Wiſdom and Improvement in thy Medita- 
tions, it may be abundantly mended and added to. 


To the Chriſtian Rcader. 


Therefore I would not preclude thee from reading of 
it, bow Strong and Eminent jorver thou art; but pi- 
ty and pray for thy poor weak Servant, the Author bere- 
of, and bleſs God for, and faithfully improve the larger 
| Talents that he hath beſtomed upon thee : For he that had 

but Iwo Talents, and improved them, was as well ac- 

1 of,, and — by his Lord, as he that had 

we, 

The particular Reaſons of my Publication of this 1 
have given in the Epiſtle Dedicaiory, aud theri fore ſhall 
not repeat them here; but (Conrtcois Nader, into 
whoſe Hands theſe Papers (hall come) I commend thee to 
God, and the Word of his Grace, which is able to Build 
you up, and to give you an Inheritance among all th.n 
that are janci ifi d. and to keep you by his Power and 
Grace through Faith unto Salvation, beartily begging 
| that a plentiful Bleſſing of God may accompany this his 
[| Word, for Health, Nouriſkmcnt and Comfort to thy 
| Soul, is, and ſhall be, the earniſt Prayer of him, whe 
[| though unknown by Face to thee, yet hopes that he belongeth 
| to the ſame Family. and is concerned for the Souls Mel— 
fare; who is thy Fellow Traveller through this Wil- 
derneſt to the Canaan of Everlaſting Reſt, and thy 
Fellow Labourer in th: Faith and Patience of the Go- 
ſpel, and defirons in my Place and Capacity to help 
thee forward in that Work, and fourney; and there- 


fore thy Servant in and for Chriſt our Common Lord 
and Maſter. 
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The Conflict and Conqueſt : Or, 
The Trial and Triumph of 


Faith : Being the Oubſt ance 
of ſeveral S-rmans, preached 
at Rainford, from 


JOHN. xx. 28. 
Ani Thomas Aer My Lord, and my 
oa. 


H E Doctrine of the Reſur- 
rection ot the Body is a great 
Article of our Creed; and as 
to the clear and diſtinct 
Knowledge and Belief of it, ſo much the 
more an Article of Faith. as it hath only, 
or at leaſt cheifly, Divine Revelation, and 
not Humane Reaſon, to build and bottom 
Faith upon. Some dark and doubtful 
Notions the Heathens might have of it, 
but fo far as they wanted Divine Revela- 
tions or Knowledge ſome way or other 
conveyed to them, from thence they muft 
needs be Ignorant of this Article of Faith, 
which hath its dependance ſolely upon 
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* Faith's Trial and Triumph. 
Divine Teſtimony. And therefore when 
the Apoltle would prove this Doctrine 
againſt Saducces, = other Cavillers, he 
proves it from Arguments of a Divine and 
Supernatural Nature. and Inferences drawn 
| 1 Cor. 15. from thence, This Doctrine was fo ge- 
| nerally Aſſented to by all, to whom the 
Divine Revelatiin came, that there were 
few that doubted of it; and therefore 
when Chriſt ſpoke to Martha of the Re- 
ſurrection of her Brother Lazarw, ſhe 
Owns it as a certain Truth, that he ſhould. | 
Riſe again at the general Reſurrection. | 
But when Chriſt ſpake of his preſent Re- 
1 ſurrection. by a Miracle, this the doubted 0 
i of, and could not believe till it was done, [ 
as appears by her Words at the Grave, U 
Lord, by this time he Stinketh ; and there- I 


| fore ſhe thought it both in vain and loath- ii 
[ii ſome to remove the Stone. Our bleſſed tl 
iz Saviour had in his Life-time been Inſtru- b 
if cting and Informing his Diſciples of his fe 
(| Sufferings, Death and Burial at Jeruſalem, th 
is | and his Riſing again on the Third Day. | hi 


They heard what he ſaid; but this con- T 
if cerning his Riſing again on the Third Day, ¶ ſu 
F they underitood not; it was above the Pe 
k Reach of their Knowledge and Faith, and ab 
they were afraid to ask further about it. hi! 
And therefore now when he was Riſen, th. 


1 and had appcared to Mary, and ſhe and Hof 
10 the other Women declaring what they had ¶ he 
5 ſeen and heard, their Report ſeemed bat Ich 
| as an Idle Story in the Ears of the Apoliles; Ha 


| j they did not Believe it. 
i 9 The 


Faith's Trial and Triumph. 

The Jews had a general Notion of the 
Temporal Reign and Vilible Proſperity 
and Gloty of the Meſſiab, and this Notion 
was ſo generally received, that even the 
Diſciples of Chriſt expected it: And hence 
aroſe this Queſtion which the Apoſtles put 
to Chriſt, Ad, 1. 6. Wilt thou at this time 
Reſtore again the Kingdom 10 Iſrael? And 
the Diſputes among them, which of them 
ſhould be greatett. 

When Chriſt was Crucifyd, Dead and 
Buried, ſome doubted whether he was 
the true Meſiab or no; being ſo much 
diſappointed in their Expectation of a 


Glorious Temporal Reign of Chriſt upon 


Earth, and that they thould Reign with 


him, as appears in the Diſcourſe of the Two Luke 24. 


Diſciples going to Emmaus, We truſted that 
it had been he which ſhould have been 
the Meſſiah, quaſi dicat, we expected this, 
but now our hopes ſeem to be fruſtrated, 
for he is Crucify'd, Dead and Buried; and 
though ſome Women have told us that 
he. is Riſen, yet we cannot believe it. 
The Diſciples Doubts concerning this Re- 
ſurrection were not reſoly'd till he in 
Perſon appear'd to them. Thomas being 
abſent at his firſt Appearance, they tell 
him of it: But ſo ſtrong was his Unbelief, 
that neither their Word, nor the Report 
of all che World, ſhould ſatisfie him, unleſs 
he might both ſce and feel that it was very 
Chriſt indeed, who was Crucify'd, his 
Hands pierced with the Nails, hereby he 
Was nailed to the Croſs, and that he 

might 
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might put his Hand into his ſide, which 
was pterced with the Spear. Chriſt at his 
next appearance Cures Thomas his Unbe- 
liet, and Satisnes his Curioſity, and Gives 
him a Rebuke for his Unbelief. And this 
we have in the Verſe before the Text. 
And now as his Faith ſeemed to be ſunk to 
the loweſt Ebb, till Chriſt had gratify d .) 
his Sences to be a means of the Reſtorati- 
on and victory of his Faith, in a moſt high 
Rapture and Extacy of his Faith he crics 
out, My Lord, and my God, The like 
Rapture we have in Mary, when Chriſt 
made himſelf known to her, by calling 
her by Name. | 

There are ſeveral things in theſe Words of 
Thomas, and the Context worthy of ſerious 
Obſervation. As, (I.) That Jeſus Chriſt is 
truly and eſſentially God in all Points, 
equal to the Father. (2.) That Chrilt 
is King and Lord of Heaven and Earth; all 
Power is Committed into his Hand as 
Mediator. (3.) That it is the Property of 
true Faith, not only to give a general Aſſent 
unto theſc great Articles of Faith, but to 
appropriate Chritt unto themſelves, and 
to make him their own, that they may 
ſay with Thomas here, My Lord, and my 
God, He not only conteſſeth him to be 
God and Lord, but he chuſeth him for his 
God and Lord, and claims an lutereſt in 
him as ſuch. Theſe I thall paſs hy. There 
is a fourth Conſideration which I deſign to 
ſpeak to, taken both from the Text and 
the Context. In the Context wh hs 
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ow low Thomas his Faith was ſunk, and 
nbelicf prevailed, ſo that no ordinary 
ing would prevail with him to believe 

he Reſurrection of Chriſt, but he ſeems 
Fſolute in bis Unbelict : But Chriſt ha- 

... ng raiſed him up to his Feet, and over- 

7 ome his Doubts, now in an Extaſie of Joy 

3nd Triumph he cries out, My Lord, and 

my God, Hence I obſerve, That the low- 
Ebb, or greater Foil, that Faith is 

rought to in and under Temptation and 
Trial, or the greater Difhculties that it 
$ put to Grapple with, the higher will it 
nount in Triumph, when it hath once 
ot the full Victory. 
Thomas his Faith was grievouſly ſhaken, 
nd Unbelief prevailed in a very high De- 
ree: But Chriſt having recovered his 
aith, by removing all his Dcubts, now 
aith mounts, and ina very high degree 
riumphs in the Victory over Unbelief. 

| Here then we have the Trial and Tri- 

mph of Faith ; what a low pals it may be 

rought to in the Trial and Conflict; and 
bow high it mounts in Triumph, when 
ictory is obtained. Thomas his Faith 
as not ſo low in the Trial, but it as 
pighly Triumphs in the Victory. Many 
ſtances might be given of the like Nature. 

Pee the Plalmitt's Cafe. The proſperity of Pſalm 

he wicked, and ſufferings of the People of **® 73+ 

God, cauſed him ſo far to doubt of the 

ove and Favour of God to his Saints, 

hat he was ready to think that it was in 
ain that he had been fo Religious ; but 
1 upon 
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upon the Reſolution of his Doubts, and 


Victory of Faith, you ſee how highly he 


is tranſported, and fully fatisfy'd that he 
had made the beſt Choice. TſraePs Faith 
was tried to the uttermoſt, when upon 


| Moſes coming to Pharoab, their Tasks were 


doubled inſtead of being delivered from 
them: And eſpecially when hemmed in 
on every Hand at the Red-Sea, their Ene- 
mies purſuing them, and ng eſcape but 
through the Sea: But when delivered, 
what a Song of Praiſe and Triumph have 
we? Exod, 15. When Abrahams Faith and 
Obedience had been tried in offering up 
his Son Iſaac, and God had Counter- 
manded him, and provided a Ram inſtead 
of Iſaac, Abrabam calls the Name of the 
Place Jehovab firah. The Lord will ſce, 
or provide according to the Anſwer which 
he had given to his Son, when he asked, 
Where is the Lamb, c. God will pro- 
vide himſelta Lamb; and when this Faith 
was turn'd into Fruition in the Effect; 
now he Triumphs and ſets up a Trophy 
of what he had believed. Hezekiab's 
Faith and Prayer having prevailed for the 
lengthning out of his Lite, he tings a Song 
of Triumph. How doth Hannah Rejoice 
and Triumph, when God had heard and 
anſwered her Prayer? How doth David 
Triumph, when God had given him Victo- 
ry over all his Enemies? Pſal. 18. Theſe 
Inſtances may ſuffice for the preſent. 

This Doctrine naturally divides it ſelf 


into two Branches. (I.) The Trial. 
(2.) The 
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Faith's Trial and Triumph. 
(2.) The Triumph of Faith. (1.) As to 
the Trial of Faith, it ſuppoſeth that the 
beſt of Saints may have their Faith tried 
to the utmoſt : Yea, ſo far as that both 
Fleſh and Heart may for the preſent fail 
them ; Faith may be foully foiled, though 
not wholly overcome. Before I ſpeak to 
this, let me premiſe, That it is not 
every thing that is called Faith, or taken 
for Faith by Men in the World, that is the 
Faith that here we ſpeak of; for there are 
ſeveral Sorts, or Kinds of Faith, that will 
not endure, or hold out in theTrial. As, 
(I.) There is an Hypocritical Faith. 
When Perſons profeſs with their Mouths 
to believe that which they do not really 
believe in their Hearts, they draw nigh to 
God in Profeſſion, when their Hearts are 
not right with him, nor are they ſtedfaſt in 
his Covenant, Pal. 78. 34, 35, 36, 37. 
With the Tongu2 Confeſſion is made; but with 
the Heart Mn U lieuet to Righteouſneſs ; now 
when Tongue and Heart go not together, 
this pretended Faith will not abide the Trial. 
(2.) There is an Ignorant Faith. When 
Perſons profeſs to believe, but neither 
know what they believe, nor upon what 
Grounds they believe it, this the Papiit 
call an Implicit Faith, They mutt believe 


. what the Church believeth, and yet nei- 
ther know what the Church believeth, 


nor upon what Grounds the Church be- 


lieve it; and ſo they believe damnable 


Doctrines; and thus but too many profes 


+ to believe the Articles of the Chiiftian 
kaith, and yet know not the meaning of 
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any of them ; thus many repeat the Lord's 

Prayer but undęrſtands nothing of what 

is therein prayed for. Thus many profeſs 

the Scriptures to be the Word of God, 
| See Ifai,27, but neither Read nor Underfiand them. 

| 11. Now this kind of Faith will never abide 

the Trial, ſo as to be approved of God, 

˖ or be any real Cauſe of Triumph in us. 

[ G.) There is a Faith of Aſſent, which 

| is grounded upon fſoine kind of Know- 

ledge in the Underttanding, but hath little 

or no Influence upon the Will or Practice. 

They are not wholly Ignorant of the things 

which they profels to believe, but yet 

they do not with the Heart or Will believe 

them ſo as to Obey and Practiſe them; 

they do not believe unto Righteouſneſs ; 

this kind of Faith is but too Common 

where the Goſpel is ſpread and profeſſed. 

They pretend to. believe one thing, but 

practice the quite contrary, Their Faith 

| is an Head and Notional Faith, but not 
a Heart and Practical Knowledge ; their 

Judgment aflents, but their Will doth not 

fully confent to what they profeſs to be- 

lieve, This Faith will not abide the Tri- 

al, but is ſhaken with every Traal. 8 

(4.) There is a temporary Faith, which 

hath not only place in the Underſtanding; 

but in ſome meaſure for a time affects the 

Will, but yet abideth not. as was the 

Mat. 13. Cafe of the Stony-Ground Hearers. They :? 

heard the Word with Joy, and for ſome 

time, while Conviction continued warm 

te upon their Conſciences, they owned and 

profeſſed it, but when Convictions 2 . 
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ed, and Trials came, they were offended. 
This is a Faith that will not hold out to 
the end; nay, when theſe Apoſtatize, there 
is little hopes of their Recovery. This is 
an unſtable Faith; ſucha Man is unſtable in 
all his ways, even wavering, Jam. 1. 6.7, 8. 
(F.) There is a weak Faith (if I may fo 
call it) that begets ina Man a veleity or 
faint Wiſhing, but not a Voluntas, or full 
conſent of the Will, ſo as to withſtand and 
overcome all Temptations to the Contra. 
ry, and uſing all Endeavours to Obey and 
Practice what they ſeem to wilh for. This 
was Baalam's Wiſh, Oh! That I die the 
Dcath of the Righteous, but would not 
be at the pains, nor could he prevail 
for the full Conſent of his Will to live 
the Lite of the Righteous : and this is the 
Caſe of moſt wicked Men. They would 
be ſaved, but they cannot get the full 
Conſent of the Will to live ſuch Lives, and 
take ſuch Methods that lead to Sal vation. 
(6.) There is a Lazy, Sluggiſh and Un- 
active Faith; ſuch as would have all done 


for them to their Hand, but will be at the 
pains to do nothing themſclves. An Anti- 
nomian Faith, that would have all done to 
their Hand by Chrift, but would be obli- 
ged to do nothing for him, or in Obedi- 
# ence to him and his Law, but only what 
they do in point of Gratitude, The Apo- 
2 file tells us. that this Faith without Works 
is dead, being alone; for Works ſuitable 
do the Nature of Faith, mult Evidence the 


Truth of our Faith. The generality of 
B 3 wicked 


Heb. 6. 4, 
5, 6. 


Jam. 2. Ts 


10 


Micah 7. 
8, 9. 
Pſa), 66. 


and ſollom- 


ing Verſes. 


Job 19.25. 
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wicked Men are practical Antinomians 
in this Caſe, believing that Chriſt will fave 
them, how wicked and prophane ſoever 
they be. But none of theſe pretended 
kinds of Faith, are that Faith which here 
we are {peaking of: For however Perſons 
may Flatter and Bolſter themſelves up with 
theſe Perſwaſions, yet none of theſe will 
abide a thorough Trial, ſo as to adminiſter 
matter of Triumph at laſt, when God 
comes either here, or at Death and Judg- 
ment, to open their Eyes; but true Faith 
is quite of another Nature; though it may 
be tried to the utmoſt, and ſometimes 
faint and be foiled in the Trial for a time; 


yet it overcomes, and gets the Victory at 
It may be ſaid of this Faith, as of | 


laſt, 
Gad, a Troop ſhall overcome him, but he 
ſhall overcome at laſt : Sze the Churches 
En 2 7 _ "we 1 

02 a att rije : thou t in 
Darkneſs. the Lord fhall be 4 Lighi unto 


me. Though God had ſorely Tried his 


People, and brought them through Fire 


and Waters, yet he held their Soul in Life, 


and brought them out into a large Place, 
and for this they Rejoice and Triumph. 
ob was ſorely Tried, and his Faith at fo 
ow an Ebb, that he looks upon God as his 
Enemy ; as one that dealt Cruelly and 
Severely with him: And yet at other times 
his Faith is ſo raiſed, that he faith, That 


though God kill him, yet he will truſt in 
et his 


him : Yea, whatever he ſuffers, 


Redeemer lives, and he ſhall ſee him for 


hicaſelf, 
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himſelf, and not another, though his Reins 
be conſumed in him. Peter's Trial was 
great, and gave him a foul Fall, but 
through Chriſt's Interceſſion his Faith re- 
covered its footing again. Nay. many 
times the more Faith God gives, the great- 
er Trials he puts them upon, as he did 
Abraham. The Apoltle t-Ils us that God 
tempterch no Man, i. e. he doth not call or 
encourage any Man tb Sin : This proceeds 
from another Cauſe, from Satan, and a Jam. 1.13. 
Man's own Luſt ; but yet God is faid to 14. 
Jay > tempt Abraham. i. e. to try his Faith and 
nes & Obedience: Not that God was Ignorant 
e: of the Faith which Avraham had; but by 

> © Works of Obedience, and Fruits of Faith, 
of he might make manifeſt che truth and 
he ® firength of Abraham's Faith. And ſo Job's 


hes Trials were upon the ſame account, to 
1s. cContute Satan of his falſe Accuſation, and 
7 to make 70h a ſtanding patern of Faith 


no and Patience to the end of the World. 
nis Let us therefore a little conſider what this 
= Faith is whereof we ſpeak, and is different 
fe. from thele ſorts of falſe and pretended 
2 Faith beforementioned, and how we may 
© know it. 
It is a true, juſtifying, ſaving Faith, 
& wrought in the Heart of the Believer by 


oy 4 the Spirit of God. accompanying the Reag- 
nes ing and Hearing the Word, Faith cones by Rom. 10. 
at Hearing, and Hearing by the Word of God. 17. 


Knowledge is chiefly ſeated in the Head or 

£3 Underſtanding ; but the Heart is the Seat Rom. 10. 
of Faith, With the Heart Majj believes 10, 

0 B 4 „ unto 
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unto Righteouſneſs, When a Man not only 


aſſents to the Truth of what is ſpoken, 
but he conſents to it with the Will and Aﬀe- 
ctions, and gives Obedience to it fo, that 
belteving and heartily obeying the Word 
of God are in Scripture Sence much 
what the ſame; To whom ye yeild your 


Rom. 5. 16. ſelves Servants to obey, his Servants yon 


Hieb. 11. 6. 


Pſal. 119. 
6. v. 112. 


upon us as the _ Law, requiring our 

iſpenſible Obedience to 
the whole of it; he believes God's Wiſ- 
dom, Power, All: ſufficiency and Faithful- #* 
neſs, and that in Chriſt feſus; all the Pro- 
miſes are Tea and Amen, paſſed into an 
irrevocable Will and Teſtament by the? 
Death of Chriſt ; ſo that God, who cannot 

hat he bath 


are. 

Faith hath the whole Werd of God for 
its general Object, Precepts as well as Pro- 
miſes ; whatever God hath revealed in his 


Word, either concerning Himſelt, and 


Will, or our Duty, is the Object ot our 


Faith; for he that comes to God muſt be- 
lieve both his Being and Bounty, that he 
is, i. e. what he hath in every point reveal- 


ed himſelf to be, and his Bounty a plen- 


tiful Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
him; he muſt have reſpe& to all God's 
Commandments; his Heart mutt be in- 
clin'd to perform them always, even to 
the End. He muſt believe God's Sove- 
raignty over us, and ta impoſe his Will 


abſolute and in 


Lie, will faithfully fulfil w 


ſpoken for the Covenant of Redemption, 
between the Father and the Son, cannot be 


broken . | 


” 
r 


* » * 4 * 
. Fas : * — 4 —_ 
n r 


5 — MF SLE , 
5 F143. * 
- — - 2 . 3 


As 
— 


1 
oy 
* 
5 


7 
= 


% 
. 


* 


Faith's Trial and Triumph, 


broken; Chriſt having finiſhed the Work 
which his Father gave him to do. 
Bereupon the Believer embraceth and 
cloſeth with whole Chriſt, as Prophet, 
Prieſt and King, upon the Terms of the 
Goſpel Covenant, receives the whole 
Doctrine of the Goſpel as the Truth be- 
ing revealed by Chriit, the great Prophet 
of God, in his Word ; he wholly relics 
upon Chriſt as his great Propitiation, 
who by his offering up himſelf upon the 
Crols, hath for ever perfecied thoſe that Heb. 10. 
are fanctificd, Chriſt having finiſhed the 14. 
Work that God gave hin to do, he by 
the Merit of his D-ath hath pert-&ed the 
Redemption and Salvation of all theſe that 
by Faith in him are ſanctined. 
The Believer alſo embraceth Chriſt as 
his King and Lord, (God as Mcdiator, 
having advanced him to be to.) And there- 
tore the Laws of Chritt are in all things 
the Rule of his Obedience; and theſe be- Joh. 3. 20. 
ing revealed in the Goſpel, he brings all 21. 
his Deeds to this Touchſtone to be tried, 
whether they be wrought in God or not. 
And hence arifeth a Fiducial Recum- 
bency upon God and his Word, The 


| Believer in Obedience to the Law of 


Chriſt, keeps in the way of his Duty, 


minds that as his Work, and tries all his 

Works by the perfect Rule of the Word; 

and truſts in and depends upon God for 

the fultilling of what he hath promiſed, 

becauſe He ir faithful that hath promiſed. 1 Cor. 10. 
and will not ſuffer him to be tempted above 13, 


what 


2 Tim. 1. 


1 6.16. 

ohn 5. 4. 

John 16. 

3: 33. 

| if Heb, 11. 
i 26, 


2 Cor. 4. 
16,17.18, 
Heb. 12.2. 
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what he is able, but with the Temptation | 


will make a way for his eſcape. 
Hence, faith the Apoſtle, I know whom 


1 have believed, &c. and for this Cauſe F 


he durſt adventure upon any Suffering. 


Hence David having {ct the Lord always 


before him, i. e. to bleſs him in the way 
of his Duty, he believed that God was 
always at his Right-hand to help and ſup- 
port him, to guide and direct him, and 
therefore he ſhould never be moved. 

By this Faith the Believer is ſhielded 
and defended againſt all the Fiery Darts 
of the Devil; by this he overcomes the 
World, and all the Temptations thereof, 
knowing and believing that Chriſt hath 
overcome the World for him; he hath 
his Eye upon the Recompence of Reward 
ſet before him in anether World. This 
enabled the Apoſtles and Followers of 
Chriſt to go through all Difficulties and 
Sufferings without Fainting, looking at 
the unſeen things of another World, and 
knowing that theſe light Aflictions, which 
were but for a Moment, ſhould work ont 


for them a far more Exceeding and Eternal 


Weight of Glory; yea, Chriſt himſelf had 
an Eye to this in his Sufferings ; for the 
oy that was ſet before him, he endured the 


Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame. 


Now ſuch Faith as this it is that we are 
ſpeaking of; and in ſome it is ſtronger, and 
in others weaker, but in all true Believets 
it is to be found in a greater er leſs 


Degree. And even thoſe that have the 
moſt 
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moſt Faith, may have it tried to the 
utmoſt; and in the Trial, though it be 
more precious than Gold, yet the Believet 
may tor ſome time receive tome fore Folls, 


2 though it be not utterly delitoyed. 


God may ſuffer it thus to be tried, and 


* that for theſe Reaſons. 


(J.) Becauſe Faith is the Gift of 


God. And he may well Try and 
= Exerciſe his own Grace which he hath 
beſtowed, efpeciaily conſideting that he 
is both the Author and Fmiſher of 
*Z our Faith. And this he may Try and 
& Exerciſe as far as he plraſeth; for it is a 
= Talent that he intrulis the Believer to 
Trade with, and not to lye Idle. And 
therefore where he gives much, he may 
lock for much again; where he gives Five 
> Talents, he may expect Five more; and 
= when he gives but Two, he only expects 
Iwo more. God gave much Grace to 


Paul, and his Grace was not beſtowed in 


J Vain, but he Laboured more abundantly 
han they all. God never beſtows any Grace 
in what Meaſure or Degree ſoever, but he 


will find him full Employment for it. If 


Job be a perfect and Upright Man, ſo 
that there is none like him, God will nnd 

Work enough to Try and Exerciſe it to the 
= utmoſt. 


(2.) This Life js the time and the place 
for the Trial and Exerciſe of Faith. It 


a will not be of ſuch Uſe to us in another 
World; it is here that the Juſt mult live 
by Faith; we are ſaved by Hope, (which 


IS 
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Heb. 12.2. 


Mat. 25. 


Luke 12. 
48. 


Heb. 10. 
27, 29. 


16 


Rom. 8. 
24. 
.. 
Ep.. 6. 16. 


Faith's Trial and Tringwph. 


is the Daughter of Faith) we are both 
ſupported under preſent Difhculties and 
Troubles here, and are carried through all 
by Faith unto Salvation. 

(3.) Becauſe the Believer's Life is a 
coutiual Warfare, wherein Faith is his 
chiefeſt Armour and Weapon. It is his 
Snicld to quench all the Fiery Darts of 
the wicked one, it is his chief Weapon 
whereby he weilds and makes uſe of the 
Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God ; 
it is a Weapon which (if well managed) 
the Devil himſelf with all his Forces can- 
not overcome, which he aflayed when he 
tried Fob; and yet fob overcame them 


all at laſt; nay, ſome, the Wounds that 


Heb. 2.10. 


Heb. 2. 
18. 


Satan gives them in the Conteſt, how Mor- 
tal ſoever they may ſeem to be, yet are 
Cured at laſt by Faith. Peter was fore 
wounded, but Faith brought him to Re- 
pentance, and Cured his Wound at 
lafl. 

Now Faith is our Principal Grace and 
Weapon in our Spiritual Warfare, and 
helps to obtain Victory at laſt in many 
Reſpects. 

(I.) Faith diſcovers where our Strength 
lyts, and from whom we muſt expect 
help and ſupport in all our Trials. It 
puts us upon looking upon Chriſt the 
Captain of our Salvation, who himſelf 
was made Perfect through Sufferings, and 
was Tempted in all things as we are, that 
he might know how to ſuccour us when 


we are Tempted ; and who hath * 
" ol 
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h & the World, that in him we might have n 
Peace, though we have Tribulation in the John 16. 
I World. It ſhews that we muſt be ſtrong 33˙ 
in the Strength of the Lord, and the Power 
x of bis Might. That we niuſt put on and 
18 exerciſe the whole Armour of God; for we Eph. 5. 16, 
are kept by bis Power through Faith unto Oc. 

Salvation ; not by Might, nor by Power, but os ry * 
by my Spirit, faith the Lord. PIE? 

(2.) Faith takes hold of the Covenant 
and Promiſes which are ſealed in the 
Blood of Chriſt ; and in him all the Pro. 
miſgs are Tea and An en. Faith is like 
Sampſon's Locks, wherein his Strength lay; 
not that his Strength lay in the Strength 
of his Hair ; but this being a Sacrament 
of his Covenant of a Nazarite, when theſe 
were cut his Strength departed from him; 
ſo our Strength lyes not in our Faith it 
{clf, but this being a Condition of our 
Covenant, and the Hand whereby we 
take hold of and embrace de Covenant 


nd and Promiſes, while this ſlands rm and 
nd uncut, the Promiſes ſtand frm, and 
ny Chritt, in whom they are Yea and A- 
men, will faithfully fulfil them to the be- 
th licving Soul. 
ect Therefore it is Faith that muſt abide 
It the Principal Shock in Temptation, muſt 
the either keep us from falling, or raiſe us up 
ſelf when fallen. It mutt defend us as a Shield 
nd from the Mortal ſtroak of Satan's Temp- 
nat tations. And as an offenſive Weapon it 
zen muſt help us to make a right uſe of the 
= Sword of the Spirit, whereby we muſt 


quench 
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18 
quench all Satan's Fiery Darts; by this 
* Shed vanquiſhed Satan, it is written. 


By this Joſeph repulſed and withſtood 
Gen. 35. 5. his Miftrcſs's Solicitations. How ſhall I 
do this great Wicketlneſs, and Sin againſt 
| God? By this David kept himſelf from 
L killing Saul, when he had him in his 
Power. This was the Iniquity that Da- 
vid kept himſelf from, Pſal. 18. 20. to 
25, | | 
3.0 Faith fetcheth ſupply and help 
from God by Prayer. It encourageth to 
Pray, and ſtrengthens the Hands in Pray- 
2 enables the Soul to wreſtle with 
Gen. 32. Thus it ſtrengthened Jacob's Hand, I 
Exod. 32. ill not let thee go till thou haſt * 1 me; 
_ he pleaded the Promiſe, Thou which ſaid'ſt | 
unto me, return, and I will bleſs thee, 
Thus Meſes wreſtled with God by Pray- 
er, and was ſo powerful that God aid, 
Let me alone, © 
The like we may ſee in David, Paul, 
and divers others, there is no Contending 
againſt God, but we may Wreltle with 
God by Faith and Prayer, and take hold of 
Ifa. 27. 4, his Strength, and prevail. Faith is the 
5. Condition to which God hath promiſed th 
Jam. 1. 6. to anſwer Prayer; the Exerciſe and he 
Wreliling of Faith will diſcover whether a H 
Man be in good earneſt in what he Prays in 
for, or not? Many Pray for ſuch things as WM Ly 
they would not be heard in. As when n 
wicked Men pray for Power againſt Sin, if ef, 
which they have no mind to part _ 
a1 th 
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eſtabliſped my goings. The further God 


Faith's Trial and Triumph. 
Faith alſo diſcovers whether we come to 
God, as one upon whom we dare and do 
depend, and with whom we hope to pre- 
vail; and by this means ſtrengthens the 
Believer's Hands to Perſevere in Prayer, 
notwithſtanding ſeeming Delays and Re- 
pulſes. This ſtrengthened the Hands of 
the Woman of Canaan to follow Chriſt, 
and renew her Requeſt, notwithſtanding 
ſeeming Repulſes. And therefore, faith 
Chriſt, O Woman ! Great is thy Faith, Mat, 15. 
be it to thie even as thou wilt, Thus 28. 
Chriſt often tried the Faith of theſe 
that came to him for Healing, as he did 
the Father that came to him tor the Cure Mark g. 
of his Son. p 
(4.) Faith humbles the Soul under- the 
Sence of his own unworthinels, as it Gen. 32. 
did Jacob, I am leſs than the leaſt of all 10. 
toy Mercics ;, and by this means cauſeth 
the Soul patiently to wait for the Salvati- 


on of God. an to ſtoop and ſubmit to the 


Will and Pleaſure of God. The trying of Jam. 1. 3. 
Faith works Patience; the further that God Rom. 5.3. 
tries our Faith, the more Patience it 

Works; and this works Experience, and 
Experience of God's Faithfulneſs at laſt; 

the more Hope it gives the Believer that 

he ſhall Reap if he Faint not, and this 

—_ ala -e — Tod A — 

in the Pſalmiſt, I waited patiently for the pf. 40. 
Lord. he beard me,, * nave . Feet 2. 1 
out of the Mire, ſet them upon a Rock, and 


tries 
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en. 18. 
19. 
Gen. 22. 
12. 

Acts 13. 
22. 
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tries our Faith, the larger Experience woe 
have of his Faithfulneſs at laſt. 

(5. ) By the Trial of our Faith he makes 
it evident, that he dare truſt us in further 
Work that he hath for us to do. When 
God picks ſome Perſons out for ſome 
Extraordinary Work, he many times tries 
then Faith throughly, and thereby qua- 
liſies them for the Work he calls them 
unto. Thus he tried Abraham's Faith to 
the utmoti, having great Work for him to 
do, and great Bleſſings to beſtow upon 
him; and therefore having thus tried him, 
he faith, I know Abraham. By the Tri- 
al of foſepb's and David's Faith, God qua- 
lied them for, and made way for their 
Acceſs to that Dignity, Office and Work, 
he had for them to do; he made it ap- 

ear that they were Perſons htly qualihed 
or the Work he intended to call them 
ro. 

(6.) It is by Faith that the Bcliever is 
made Valiant and Courageous in the Cauſe 
of God; and by the great Trial of his 
Faith it appears that he will ſtick at no 
Dithculty. The weakneſs of Faith diſ- 
ſpirits the Chriſtian, and fills him with 
diltruſttul Fears; but if Faith be in due 
Exerciſe, it will quench the moſt Fiery 
Darts of the wicked. Soldiers will grow 
Lazy, and of Efteminate Spirits. if they have 
no Exerciſe ; but War Animates and 


Whets their Courage; and fo doth the | 


Exerciie of Faith Embolden the * 
72 
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So what Heroick Spirits they had whoſe 
Faith was greatly tried and exerciſed. 

(J.) God ſometimes tries and exerciſeth 
his Peoples Faith for the Encouragement 
and Strengthening the Hands of others; a 
200d Example goes far, a good Leader is a 
great Encouragement to thoſe that follow 
him. The Apoſtle Exhorts not to let go 
our Confidence, which hath great Recom- 
pence of Reward, and therefore gives us a 
Catalogue of the Heroick Acts done 


through Faith by Believers. And then Heb. 17. 
ſets Chriſt before us as a Patern beyond all Heb. 12. 2. 


Parallel. And ſo may God deal with o- 
thers. 


(8.) Hereby God ſtops the Mouths of pfal. | 
wicked Oppolers, who deride at the Be- ag —_ 
liever, making God their Refuge; and Pſal. 42. 
Contutes their Slanderous Accuſations, that 10. 


when the Believer is under Trial, ſay, Pal. 115. 
here is their God, By the Trial of fob 2, 3. 


Job 1. 


God confirms his own Commendation of 
him, and confutes Satan's Lying and Slan- 
der6us Accuſation of him. Doth Job ſerve 
God for nought ; touch him, and he will 
Curſe thee to thy Face. 

(9.) By the Trial of Faith the Believer's 
Faith is Encouraged and Strengthened. 
The more and further it is tried, the 
ſtronger is grows. For it gains further 
Experience of God's All- ſufficiency and 
Faithfulneſs, and that his Promiſes are 
pure and firm, as Silver tricd in the Fire. 


The Pſalmift was under great Trials, and pai, x2. 6, 


prays to God, and God hears him, and 
2 there- 
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Heb. 10. 


35. 
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Pſal. 116. 


2. 


Dan. 3. 
Dan. 6. 
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therefore he would love God, call upon, 
and truſt in — as long as he lived. 

(10. ) The more Faith is tried, the more 
Glory doth God get by it: God doth 
try his Peoples Faith for the getting him- 
ſelt Glory by it, in beftowing ſuch an E- 
minent Grace upon them, in ſupporting 
them by it under ſuch firong Trials, and 
in giving the Victory through Faith; 
great and fiery Trials had God exercifed 
his People under. and at laſt brought them 
out of; therefore they would abundantly 
Praiſe him, and pay their Vows. The 
ſupport of a weak and feeble Creature, un- 


der ſtrong and piercing Trials through 


Faith, brings much glory to God, both 
from themſelves and others. How was 
God gloritied by the Three Children in the 
Fiery Furnace, when through. Faith they 
made ſo light a reckoning of the King's 
Command? How was God glorified by 
Daniel in the Lion's Den? The great 
Hardſhips and Difficulties that poor weak 
Creatures are carried through by Faith 
and Patience, exceedingly Exalt God's 
Name and Glory. 


(11.) The Trial of the Believer's Faith, 


makes way for his higher degree of Glo- 
ry. Therefore, (faith the Apoſtle) We 
faint not, for theſe light Afflifiwons that. 
endure but for a Moment, work for us a 
far more Exceeding and Eternal Weight of 
Glory, Here is Glory, a Weight of Glory, 


an Eternal Weight of Glory ; yea, an Ex- 
cceding, 


„„ cares owe. 


yet I will rejoice in the Lord, and Jy in 
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ceeding, a far more Exceeding and Eternal 


Weight of Glory. 


(12.) Sometimes God tries his Peoples 
Faith, to teach them to live by Faith, to 
believe and hope when outward Providen- 
ces greatly threaten, and they have no- 
thing but a naked Promiſe to depend up- 


on; when all looks dark about them, and 


they have nothing but the Light of a 
Promiſe to depend upon, or give them 
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Light. Though the Fig. tree ſhould not flou- Heb. 3. x 
riſh, the Fruit of the 2 ſhould fail, &c. 18, — * 


the God of my Salvation. This Trial and 
Living by Faith will put them upon Two 
Duties. (1.) Upon Watchfulneſs that their 
Faith fail not, or that they have it nor to 
ſeek when they have occaſion to make 


uſe of it, becauſe they know not when, 


nor how ſoon that time may come, nor 
how great their Trial may be. (2.) It 
will put them upon Serious and Impartial 
Examination and Trial of their own Faith 
by the Word of God, whether it be of 
the right Stamp rightly grounded, and will 
abide the Trial or not ? 

(13.) Sometimes God tries his Peoples 


Faith, and that to the utmoſt; yea, ſome- 
times to the ſhaking and foiling of their 
Faith for a time, to beat down their Pride 
and Self- confidence, as he did Peter's. 


(14.) Sometimes God tries a Perſon's 
Faith, to make it appear whether it be 


| really what he pretends it to be ; he pre- 


tends to Faith, but when it comes to the 
C2 Trial 


Mat. 7. 


Prov. 8. 
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Trial it proves not what he pretends it to 
be. Some pretend that they truſt in God, 
and have him for their Portion; but 
when it comes to Trial in particular Caſes, 
it appears that the World is their God, 
and that they truſt more in their Riches, 
Honours, or Worldly Intereſt, than in God. 
Nay, ſome in this Caſe may ſeem to go 
far, and yet be Hypocrites, and the deceit 
of their Hearts not be diſcovered, either 
to others or to themſelves, till great Storms 
ariſe, and ſharp Temptations come ; and 


then it appears that their Houſe was but 


Built upon the Sand by the greatneſs of 
its fall; therefore God brings ſuch ſharp 
Trials upon them. 

(15.) The ſtrong Trials of Saints may 
arlſe from the Malice and Inſtigation of the 
Devil. (1.) Satan is a perfect hater of 


God 'and Man, and it vexeth him to 


Heart that there ſhould be any Love and 
Friendſhip between God and Man, and 
envies that any ſhould be more in tavour 
with God than himſelf ; we read that Je- 
{us Chriſt, the Second Perſon in the Trint- 
ty, rejoiced in the Habitable Parts of the 
Earth, aud his Delights were with the Sun, 
of Men. He took more delight in them 
than in Angels; therefore it is ſuppoſed 
by ſome, that Pride and Envy were the 
Firſt Sin of the fallen Angels. They grudg- 
ed that Man ſhauld be preferred before 


them, and therefore tempted Mlan, to fall, 
that ſo he might be as Curſed and Mile- | 


rable as himſelf, and that God might oy 
the 
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the Honour of his Creation in making 
Man after the Image of God, as well as 
himſelf. And therefore the more the I- 
mage of God is repaired in any Belicver 
through Chriſt, the more he hates him; 
and by all his Wiles and Temptations to 
draw him to Sin, and to caſt him cut of 
God's Favour. For this Cauſe he tempted 
Chriſt himſelt, though he knew him to 
be God as well as Man, that if poſſible 
he might make him uncapable of being 
our Redeemer. For this Cauſe when God 


had fo highly commended fob for his Pie- Job 1. and 


ty and Integrity, he endeavours to per- 2. 


wade God to have another Opinton of 
him, and that it was only for his own 
Ends that he was ſeemingly ſo Religious. 
And ſo far as God gave him leave, he did 
not fail to try him to the uttermoſt. Thus 
we lee Balaam (who was an Inftrument 
of the Devil) when he could not Curſe 
Tſrael by his Enchantments, adviſeth Balak 
to draw them to their Idolatrous Feaſts 
and Sacrifices, and there to be guilty both 
of Spiritual and Corporal Fornication, and 
hereby to break the Peace and League be- 
tween God and them. 

(2.) The more Eminent any Believer is 
in Faith and Holineſs, the greater Adver- 
ſary he is to Satan and his Kingdom, and 
deſtroying the Works of the Devil, and 
that in all Relations and Capacities, both 
in himſelf, and his Family, and Neigh- 
bourhood, and in all Capacities wherein 
God hath ſet him. He is an Hater of all 
C 3 Sin, 


Gen. 8.13. 


Job 1. 5. 
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Sin, and Oppoſer of it where- ever he ſees 
or meets with it. He is a real Lover of 
all Souls, and therefore endeavours to pluck 
them out of the Snares of the Devil, and 
bring them into the Kingdom of Chriſt. 
Abraham would not only be Religious 
himſelf, but endeavours that his Family 
ſhould be Religious alſo. Joh would not 
only Fear God and Eſchew Evil himſelf, 
but he endeavoured to ſanctifie his Chil- 
dren. And for this Reaſon Satan hath a 
more bitter Envy and Hatred againſt theſe 
than others; and by his Temptations ei- 
ther to Cauſe them to fall, or to Divert 
them from this Zealous and Pious Work. 
His Malice ſo out- ran his Reaſon, that 
he tempted Chriſt himſelf, and therefore 
though he could not overcome him in his 
Perſon, yet he hopes to overcome, or at 
laſt to wound him in his Members; for 
theſe are Sworn Enemies to Satan and his 
Kingdem ; and the more Eminent they 
are, the more Miſchief do they do to him 
and his Kingdom, and therefore he ſhoots his 
moſt Fiery Darts againſt them. And it he can 
give a Foil to them, the greater Wound 
doth he give to Chriſt, Himſelf and King- 


dom; for theſe are the Glory and Crown 


of Chriſt's Kingdom, and bring more 
Glory to Chriſt than many others. 
(3.) Satan knows that the Believer's 


Faith is his ſtrongeſt Shield and Buckler ; 


and therefore if he can firike this out of 
his Hand, he lays him open to all other 


Temptations ; and therefore ſets his 


ſtrongeſt 
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ſtrongeſt battering Rains againſt their Faith. 
Satan knows that the B-liever ſtands not 
upon his own Legs, or the ſtrength of any 
Inherent Grace in himſelf, but in the 
Strength of the Lord, and Power of his 
Might; and therefore takes hold of the 
Covenant and Promiſes, and thereby upon 
Chriſt himſelf, depending upon him and 
his All- ſufficiency for Support and Suc- 
ceſs in all his Conflicts; now if Satan can 
but beat him off from his Truſt in, and 
Dependance upon Chritt hy Faith and 
Prayer, he doubts not but to Conquer 
him. Therefore the more Eminent any 
one is in Faith, the more Vigorous is Satan 
in the Aſſaults of his Faith. 

(4.) Satan is here moſt Buſie, becauſe 
hel are his molt Iinplacable Enemies : 
he can by no Means get them reconciled 
to him and his Kingdom, bat will do 


their utmolt to deliroy his Intereſt in the 


World. They have ſuch a Firm and Loy- 
al Heart to Chriſt, that nothing can ſepa- 
rate them from the Love of God which 
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is in Chrilt Jeſus. This Bond of Amity Rom. 8, 


between Chriſt and them is ſo fimly knit, 39. 


that nothing can break or loſe it. 

(F.) Satan knows that theſe ſtrong 
Champions will not be overcome by Small- 
ſhot, and therefore he ſets his ſtrong- 
eſt Artillery againſt theſe ; ſmall Tempta- 
tions will be no Temptations to theſe, 
they will but deſpiſe them. Had David 
been no better Armed againſt Goliah than 
a Sling and Stone, Geliah's diſdaining of 

C4 him 
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him had been to ſome purpoſe ; but com- 
ing in the Name of the Lord of Holt, 
Goliah was not able to withſtand him; 
if Satan can but overcome theſe Champi- 
ons, he doubts not but many others will 
fall with them, as the whole Hoſt of the 
Philiſtians did, when David had Slain Goliab, 
in the Name of the Lord of Hoſts. There- 
fore Satan mult Aſſault theſe with his 
ſtrongeſt and moti wilely Temptations. 
He muſt well Bait his Hook, for theſe 
Birds are not caught with Chaff. He hath 
had long and trequent Experience of this, 
and therefore called the Old Serpent. You 
ſee what Force he every way brought a- 
gainſt Job, If he fail in his Deſign here- 
in, his own Kingdom gets the greater foil, 
as it did in the Trial of fob. Theſe arc 
they that in ſome Sence turn the World 
uplide down by their Valiant Attempts 
and Succeſs : They turn it from what Sa- 
tan hath made it, into what God made 
It at firſt, by pulling down Satan's Uſur- 
ped Kingdom, and ſetting up the Right- 
tul Kingdom of Chriſt. And though he 
cannot deltroy this Kingdom which is e- 
verlaſting, and the Gates of Hell ſhall ne- 
ver prevail againſt it, yet he endeavours 
to weaken it as much as he can, and re- 
duce Chriſt's Followers to as ſmall a num- 
ber as may be, and therefore ſtrikes as 
much ar the Pillars of it as he can. 

(6.) Satan 1s the more intent upon 
this Buſineſs, by how much he knows 
that his time is but ſhort. It is _ 1 

ore 
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ſhort time before he muſt be Chained up, 
and caſt into the Lake. It is but a ſhort 
time &er Believers mult be taken up out of 
his reach into Glory, whither he cannot 
come to tempt them any more. Nay, it 
is but a ſhort time that God will ſuffer 
him to tempt and try them. God hath 
limited him in this, as well as other 
things. The Rod of the Wicked ſhall! not 
reſt upon the Back of the Righteous. 

Though Sorrow may tarry all Night. 
yet Joy ſhall come in the Morning, Though 
God ſuffer them to be caſt into the Fire 
and Water, yet he will bring them out 
into a Wealthy Place, as he did Job. It 
he try them in the Fire as Gold, it is but 
to Purge and Refine them, and then he 
will bring them forth more Glorious than 
before. He will give them the expected 
End. Though 1ſrael ſuffered greatly in the 
Wilderneſs, yet it was but to prove them, 
that he might do them good in the latter 
End. And therefore Satan moſt vigorouſly 
Profecutes his Deſign while his Time laſts, 
becauſe he knows that his Time 1s but 
ſhort. ; 

Nay. though God ſuffer them to be tri- 
ed, and for a time to be foiled by the 
Temptations, yet they ſhall not be utter- 
ly calt down by the Temptation, for 
the Lord upholds them with his Hand. 
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Rev. 20. 
10. 


Pſal. 125. 


Pſal. 30. 5. 
Pſal. 66. 
10, 11, 


12. 


Jer. 29. 
11. 


Pſal. 37. 


23, 24. 


Therefore, ſaith the Church, when I fall ] Mic. 7. 9. 


ſhal}- ariſe, when I fit in Darkneſs the 
Lord ſhall be a Light unto me; thus we 
ſee the belt and ſtrongeſt Believers may 


have 
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have their Faith tried, and that to the ut- 


moſt, ſo that for a time not only Fleſh, 


but Heart alſo may fail them ; and that 
many times the ſtrongeſt and moſt emi- 
nent Believers have met with the ſharpeſt 
and ſtrongeſt Temptations, and the Rea- 
ſons why and whence it may be ſo. Let 
us now make ſome Application. 

(1. Inference.) Though God muſt be 
the Giver and Support of the Believer's 
Faith, yet the Believer muſt Act and Ex- 
erciſe this Faith, if he expect to overcome 
by it. Faith is God's Gift, but it muſt be 
our Act; we mutt believe to the ſaving of 
our Souls. It is by our actual believing 
and taking hold of the Covenant, that we 
muſt be juſtified. 

It is Chriſt that by his Merit muſt juſti- 
he and fave us, but we muſt come to 
him, and by Faith in him apply his Merit 
to our ſelves, that we may be faved. 
Therefore we are ſaid to be juſtified, not 
by the Merits of it, but by its receiving and 
applying his Merits to us upon Goſpel 
Terms: To as many as received him, to 
them he gave Power to become the Sons of 
God, even to theſe that believe in his Name, 
This Faith was not begotten in them by 
the Will of the Fleſh, or of Man, but the 
Vill of God. He begot it in them by his 
Spirit, yet they mult by this Faith receive 
Chriſt ; if they receive him not by Faith, 
though his Merit be ſufficient to ſave the 
whole World, yet it will not be efficient 
to fave them, without the Application of 


it 
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it through Faith; we are kept by the Pow- pet. f. 5, 
er of God to Salvation, but it is through 


Faith. 

(2.) Hence learn the difference between 
Trials and real Temptations ; as Trials 
they come from the Hand of God, whoſe 
Trials are ſometimes called Temptations. 
God tempted Abraham, but it was only 
the Trial of his Faith and Obedience. that 
it might be made more viſible to himſelf 
and others. 


God is not tempted to Sin, nor doth Mar. 4. 7. 


he tempt Man, though Men may tempt 
God ; we may tempt God to ſuffer us to 
fall into Miſchief, if we preſumptuouſly 
run upon our on Ruin; nor doth he 
tempt any Man to Sin, or encourage him 
© it by any Temptation laid before 

um. 

He doth not Conſtrain or Encourage 
him to Sin by any Temptations that is 
laid before him; he may withhold his 
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Grace, and expoſe him to Temptation; Jam. 1. 


but that it proves a Temptation to Sin 
proceeds from another Cauſe, when he is 
drawn aſide of his own Lult, and en- 
ticed. 

God may for a Man's rejecting God's 
Counſel give him up to follow his own 
Courle, and ſo run upon his own Ruin, 
and punith him for it when he hath done; 


but God doth not entice him, or incline Plal, 81, 


his Will to Sin ; but this proceeds from 


2 Man's own Luft. Satan may objective- 


ly tempt, and defign the drawing A 
in 
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Joh. 14. 
19. 


x Fet. 1. 5. Salvation. It is by his Grace, being made 


Sin by it, but it is a Man's Will and Luft 


have continual ſupply trom the Fountain, 
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enticing and prevailing with him to con- 
ſent and incline to embrace the Temptati- 
on, and to be drawn to Sin by it, that 
makes the Temptation ſinful. In this 
conſiſts the difference between God's being 
ſaid to tempt us, to try us, but it is Sa- 
tan and our finful Luſts that make theſe 
Trials prevailing Temptations. 

(3. Infer,) Hence learn that there is 
no Truſt or Confidence to be put in any 
Inherent Grace that we have received; 
for all the Grace we have, or pretend to 
have, will not free us from, nor ſupport us 
in Trials and Temptations, unleſs we 


wum „„ 8 * 
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Teſus Chriſt. ; 
As the Body cannot be ſupported with- 
out outward and daily Supplies, ſo our 
Spiritual Man will faint without daily 
Supplies from Chriſt. The true Believer, 
though he have daily occaſion to ſpend | 
his ſtrength in Duties that God calls for, | 
and Temptations that he mult reſiſt, yet 
he ſhall be enabled to perſevere and hold 
out to the end. But this proceeds not | 
from any Grace he hath Received, and is 
Inherent in him, but from his Union to 
Chriſt as his Head; and becauſe he lives, 
the Believer thall hve alſo. It is by his 
Power that we are kept through Faith to 


— 
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ſufficient for us, and his Strength, being made | 
perfect in our Weaknels, that we are ſup- 


ported under all Temptations and * 4 
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If any Grace Inherent in us were able to 
make us hold out to the end, it would be 
Faith and Lovg, which are the two Prin- 
cipal and Cardjnal Graces : Faith it is 
that goes forth, and takes hold of Chriſt, 
receives and believes his Word and Pro- 
miſes, and depends upon him for the ful- 
filling of them. And Love draws out 
the Heart after Chriſt, and makes the 
Soul willing and ready to endure all Diffi- 
culties for his ſake; but yet both theſe 
would fail, as Inherent in us, if they had 
not daily ſupplies from Chriſt; we find 
that the belt and ſtrongeſt of Chriſtians 
have fainted, and been foiled for a time 
under Temptation. Abraham's Faith in 
Trial was ſometimes ſtaggered, and ſo. 
was David's; and both Peter's Faith 5 
Love failed him when tried, though he 
was very confident of them both. Ex- 
perienced Chriſtians have found the ſame, 
and therefore their Perſeverance hath been 
owing not to themſelves, but to their 


Union to, and daily renewed Supplies of 


Grace from Chriſt. Therefore whatever 
Grace we have received, we have no rea- 


ſon to be High · minded, but to Fear, be- 


cauſe; we ſtand by Faith; and this muſt 
have its daily renewed Supplies from 
Chriſt; our too much Confidence in our 
own Strength and Grace may provoke God 
to withdraw from us, and leave us to our 
(clves,, becauſe hereby we rob him of his 
Glory, and aſcribe that to our own Grace, 
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Rev. 19.7. 
Phil. 2. 12. 
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and renewing Grace. Moſes was ſo ſenſi- 


ble of his own Weakneſs, and the great- 
neſs of the Burden of Government that 
lay upon him, that he choſe rather to 
die outright, than to ſee his own Wretch- 
edneſs, and the Weakneſs and Corruption 
of his own Heart. 

Let no Man, how ſtrong ſoever he may 
think himſelf to be, confide in or boaſt 
of his own Strength. As ſtrong as thou 
have- been baffled and foiled by Temp- 
tation, and thou canſt be no more ſure of 
thy ſtanding than they, for thy ſtrength 
is no more than theirs; nay, this thy 
Self. confidence is thy Sin, and that which 
tempts thee to it, is thy Luſt, which hath 
ſo ſtrong an Influence upon thee. 

It is the Fruit of thy Pride and Self-con- 
celtedneſs ; nay, it may expoſe thee to 
further Temptation. It may make thee to 
neglect thy Watch, to forget the Deceitful- 
neſs of thine own Heart, which being 
thus lifted up, is not right in thee; and 
cauſe thee to neglect thy Dependance upon 
Chriſt for ſupport and ſupply of Grace, and 
ſo weaken thy Faith in Chriſt. 

(4. Infer.) Hence learn that no Believer 
hath reaſon or leiſure to be Idle, Slothful 


. or Secure in this Life. Heaven 1s the Time 


and Place of Rett; this Life is our Work- 
ing Time and Place, where the 
Bride is dreſſing and preparing to meet 
her Bridegroom, by working out her Sal- 
vation with Fear and Trembling; and muſt 
take all care, and make all haſte to get _ 

77 


- 


er 


2a- 


Faith's Trial and Triumph. 25 


dy, leſt the Bridegroom come before ſhe 
be ready. Chriſtianity being a Warfare, 
the beſt of Chriſtians have need to be con- | 
ſtantly upon their Watch. For, 

(J.) It is Chriſt's Command that they 
ſhould be ſo. What I ſay to you, I ſay Mark 
unto all, Watch, watch and be ſober ; we 35. 
muſt Watch and Pray that we enter not into 
Temptation. If our Foot be taken in the 
Snare we (hall not eafily get it out again. 
It is far more eaſie to Conquer a Tempta- 
tion in its firſt Aſſault, than when it 
hath got into our Boſom, and gained up- 
on our Heart and Affections. A Spark 
is more eaſily quench'd in the Thatch, 
than when it is grown into a Flame. A Jam. r. 
Man is tempted, when he is drawn aſide 14, 15. 
of bis own Luſt, and enticed ; tor when 

uſt hath cenceived, it brings forth Sin. 
Therefore we muſt abſtain from the ap- 1 Theſ. 5. 
pearance of Evil, i. e. whatever ye ſuſpect 22. 
to be Sin, and whatever may be the occa- 
ſion of Sin; many things at the firſt 
View may be innocent and harmleſs, which 
afterwards prove Temptations unto Sin, 
when yeilded unto. Therefore 1t is our 
Duty to watch againſt theſe. 

Watch your Heatts. for out of them are Prov. 4. 
the Iſſues of Lite and D-ath. And the 23. 
Heart is deceittul above all things, and Jer. 17. 9. 
deſperately wicked. Plal. 39. 1. 

Watch thy Mouth and Lips; the Tongue Jam. 3. 6. 
is an unruly Member, ſets on Fire the 
whole Courſe of Nature, and is it {elf ſet 
on Fire of Hell, 


13. | 
1 Pet. 4. 7. 


Watch 
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Watch over thy Life, that that be re- 


gular according to all God's Command- 


ments. That thou deny all UVngodlineſs and 


Worldly Luſt, and live Soberly, Righteouſ- 
ly and Godly, Watch the inward Luſtings 
of thy Heart, that they run not out after 
earthly and finful Vanities ; for the Fleſh 
luſteth againſt the Spirit, There is the Luſt 


of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and Pride 
of Life, that we muſt watch againſt ; Boz 


dily Delights, and Senſual Pleaſures, and 
thoſe things which being ſeen with the 
Eye, are earneſtly coveted after; and 
thoſe things which gratifie our Proud 
Humours. Watch all your Senſes, which 
may be Inlets of Sin and Temptatian into 
your Hearts, your Eyes, Ears, your Palate 
or Taſte, your Hands and Feet, that none 
of theſe may expoſe you to Temptati- 
on. 
Watch your Underſtandings, Will and 
Affections, and all the Paſſions of your 
Souls, which may incline and expoſe you 
to Temptations. That your Underſtand- 
ing be not blinded, your Judgments bri- 
bed, your Wills inclined too cloſe with 
Temptation, That your Aﬀections and 
Pailions be not Inordinate or Tranſported, 
and ſet upon undue Objects. That your 
Conſciences be not dull and drowſie, and 
neglect their Office, but ſuffer your Hearts 
o be hardened through the Deceitfulneſs 
of Sin. 
Watch your Graces, that they languith 
and die not; your Fain, that it degene- 
rate 
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rate not into Preſumption and Carnal Se- 
curity, and ſo forget its dependance upon 
Chrilt tor Support and Supply. Watch 


your Meckneſs and Patience, that it turn 


not into a private Spirit, and negle& of 
the Duties that belong to the Place and 
Capacity wherein God hath ſet you, or 
cauſe you not to have that due Reſpects 
that ye ought to have to God, his Ho- 
nour and Glory, and the Good of your 
own and others Souls, fearing the Frowns 
and Chidings of Men, and gfving Offence 
to them more than God. 

Watch your Humility and Lowlineſs of 
Spirit, that it do not engender a ſecret 
Pride in your Hearts ; for it is a dangerous 
thing to be Pruud of our Humility ; and 
that it be not a Voluntary Humility beyond 
Preſcription in thoſe things that God never 
enjoined ; watch your Self-denial, that it 
be not for By and Siniſter Ends and De- 
ligns, but for Chriſts fake. And the like 
I may tay of all other Graces. 

Watch your Duties, that they be ſuch 
as you have Divine Warrant for, and not 
meerly Humane Traditions. Watch to 
get your Heart into a right Frame for 
them, that you perform them in a due 
and ſeaſonable time. That ye perform 
them in a right Manner, in Spirit and 
Truth, with Reverence and Godly Fear, 
the Heart and Lips going together in your 
drawing nigh to God, who is the Searcher 
of the Heart, and Tricr of the Reins, with 
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ſuitable Affections, and for ſincere and 
right Ends. 
Watch the Frame and Temper of your 


Hearts in all your Buſineſs and Concerns 


in the World, that while ye have the 
World in your Hands, it may not inſenſi- 


bly ſteal into your Hearts, and entice them | 


away from God, or make them forgetful 
of him, and your Duty to him; and cauſe 
you that you make not the Glory of God, 
and Obedience to his Commands, your 
chict End in all that ye do. That you 
make a good choice of familiar Friends, 
that watch your Society with Men in the 
World. That ye beware of Sin in your 
Society, your delight be in the Saints, that 
your Conference may be to Edification. 
As much as may be, ſhun bad Company, 
wherein ye can neither do nor receive 
good; and when upon neceſſary Occaſions 
you muſt be in ſuch Company, make no 
longer ſtay than you needs muſt ; and 
watch that ye receive no Infection by them, 
and that ye be not Partaker of their Sin, 
Thus you mult be every way and in all 
things Circumſpect and Watchful, look- 
ing to every thing you go about deliberate- 
ly and throughly, from the beginning to 
he end, and on every fide, that it be no 
way faulty. In all theſe, and ſuch like re- 


ſpecs, we muſt be watchtul that we enter 


not into Temptation. And that for thele 
Reaſons. 


: (1.) God hath no where promiſed that 
ye ſhall abſolutely be freed from all, or all | 
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manner of Temptations. He hath indeed . Cor. 10. 
romiſed that we ſhall not be tempted a- 13. 
ve what we are able. He promiſed to 
keep the Church of Philodelphia from the 
Hour of Temptation, which ſhould come 
upon the Word to try them ; but they 
had been tried. and had kept the Word of Rom 3. ib. 
his Patience ; and therefore though the 
Skirts of that Storm that was coming up- 
on the World might fall upon them, yet 
the main Storm it ſelf ſhould not ſo vio- 
lently fall upon them ; though not alto- 
gether, yet in great meaſure they ſhould be 
kept from this Storm. 
Nay, (2.) He hath not only promiſed Joh. 16. 
abſolute freedom, but he hath foretold us 33- 
the contrary. That through many Trib. 2 Tim. 3. 
lations we muſt enter into the Kingdom of 12. 
God. If any Man will live Godly in Joh. 25. 
Chriſt Jeſus, he muſt ſuffer Perſecutio Heb _ 
for the World that hates him, will hate „ g 
them alſo. Nay, he hath made it a Badge Luke 5. 
of Sonſhip; we muſt ſuffer with Chriſt, if 23. 
we expect to be glorihed with him. There 
is a Croſs ro bear, as well as a Crown to 
wear: Chriſt himſelt ſuffered upon the 
Croſs; and in this the Apoſtle deſires to 
hill up the meafure of Chriſt's Sufferings, Col ;. 1 
not the Sufferings which Chriſt was to Joh, r7 4 
undergo in his Perſon, or which he had © 
left ſhort and undone ; for he finiſh'd the 
Work that God 'gave him to do; but the 
Sufferings which Chriſt had allotted to him 
to undergo, as a Member of Chriſt, and Mi- 
D 2 niſter 
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niſter of the Goſpel, this he deſired to do 
for the fake of Chriſt. 

(3.) While in this World we walk in 
the midſt of Snares, are we not in danger 
to be caught in ſome or other of them ? 
Can a Man walk upon Coals, and his Feet 
not be in danger to be burnt or ſcorched hy 
them ? Snares compaſs us about, and hem 
us in on every fide, while in this World. 
All Perſons. indeed, are not addicted to 


the ſame kind of Sins; but we have every 


one our own Ways, to which we are 
ready to turn, and by which we are in 
danger to be overcome. That may be a 
ſtrong Temptation to one, that may be 
little or none to another. Contidering fur- 
ther. 

(4.) Who 1s the great Tempter, and 
what Advantages he hath for the tempting 
of us. Satan is the great Tempter. and 
he. goes about like a roaring Lion, ſceking 
whom, and by what means, he may devour, 
Tempted Souls drawn into his Net are] 
his Prey, and he 1s hungry and greedy to 
catch them, and will not ſpare them if he 
get them into his Net; for their Delirudti n 
is his Deſign. And he hath many Ways 
and Devices to draw them into his Net; 
he is a wilely and crafty Enemy; he is ex 
perienced aright in his Trade, therefor: - 
called the Old Serpent. He is a Spirit, andi g 
therefore can lay his Golden and Taking 
Baits before us, and himſelf not ſeem! by 
us, till he have caught us in his Nes 
He hath all the World to make Baits 0| 
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and ſo to ſuit Baits for every Man's Tem- 
per and Inclination. Look into the whole 
World, and ye ſhall find nothing in it, but 
what Satan in one kind or other makes 
uſe of as a Bait and Temptation unto Sin; 
if it be not ſo to one temper and ſort ot 
Men, yet it will be. ſo to another; we 
read, Job 1. 7. of Satan's going through 
the World, and walking up and down in 
it, not as an idle Wanderer, bnt as a dili- 
gent Obſerver of all Perſons and Things 
in the World. where, when, and to whom 
he may by Temptation do Miſchiet : for 
he goes about like a roaring Lion, ſeeking, 1 Pet. 5. 9, 
whom he may devaur. Devouring Souls 15 
his Deſign in all his Perigrinations,, what 
the World would afford him as a Bait .to- 
tempt Souls by, what mumer of Tempta-. 
tions they are molt inclined to, and . moſt. 
eaſily oygreome by; what is the fipteſt 
Seaſon, and what to tempt. them by 2, 
For there are, Objects of all ſorts in the 
World to ſuit every Temper and Conſtitur 
tion of Men, and therefore he ſeriouſly;con- 
4ders what Temptations are molt likely 
to take, and when to he made uſe of to 
21] Tempers and Conſtitutions of Men.“ 
And he hath all the World to turn him 
wn, to tind out, and craftily to apply ſuch 
Baits as ars malt likely to tab Effect. As 4 
Fiſhes are not to be taken with the Hie 
Baits, nor are all Baits taking at all Tinies 
and Seafons of the Vear: So all Tempta- 


ions are not of the like force with . all 


Men, nors taking with them at all Times 
* D 3 and 
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and Seaſons; but Satan knows his fit teſt 
Opportunity, and ſo takes it. 

He muſt have his Liberty and Grant 
from God; and this is limited; for though 
he be in ſome Sence the Efficient Cauſe of 
Temptation, yet God ſets him his Bounds, 
as is evident in the Caſe of Job. God was 
the Principal Efficient for fob's Trial, and 
the proving of Satan to be a Liar and falſe 
Accuſer of fob; and that the Character 
that God gave of Job was true, that there 
was none like him in that Generation ; 
but Satan out of a Deſign to confute God 
and ruin fob, was the Efficient Cauſe o 
his Temptations, and made uſe of Inſtru- 
ments and Agents for the carrying on of 
this Deſign. Thus God had a Det: 
that Abab ſhould fall at Ramoth Gilead: 
and he makes uſe of Satan as an Efficient 
or Actor under him, to be a lying Spirit 
in the Mouths of all his falſe Prophets, 
and gives him a licence ſo to do, and aſſures 
him of Succeſs, notwithſtanding what 
Micajah ſaid to the contrary. Thus God 


deſigned to rend Ten Tribes from Reho. 


boam, but it was Satan that perſwaded 
him to reject the Counſel of the Old 
Men, and take the Advice of the Young 
Ones. Though Satan tempted both the 
People to be uneaſie under Reh˙ο]iͤ, Go- 
vernment, and to reje& him, and Reho- 
bozm to prefer the Counſel of the Young 
Men before that of the Old. Thus it 


was in the Caſe of Abſalom, in preferring 


the Counſel of Huſbai before that of 
| Abitophel : 
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Abitophel : God had a Deſign to deſtroy 
Abſolom, and bring his Conſpiracy to 
nought. And Satan had an Hand in 
tempting him to this as the Means. And 
Satan 1s never at a loſs for Inſtruments and 
Agents to act by, ſince he hath the whole 
World to turn him in, and to make uſe 
of the moſt ſuitable and taking Baits to 
catch Souls by. And he being a moſt 
Subtil and Experienced Tempter, he 
knows when to apply theſe Temptations, 
and to whom. He knew it a ſeaſonable 
time to ſtir up David's Luſt, when in a 
dull and ſecure Frame, and had a beautiful 
Object before his Eyes, and that in a moſi 
tempting Poſture, naked, and bathing her 
ſelf. The Seaſon of Achan's Temptation 
was when Wedges of Gold were before 
him ; and fo in many other ; for he goes 
about to ſeek and take the fitteſt Opportu- 
nity to tempt, and when the Temptation 
may be the moſt taking. 110 

Now Satan hath the whole World to 
rove in, all Perſons and Things therein, arid 
all the Works and Affairs thereof, one 
way or other to make uſe of for his 
tempting Baits. To Inſtance in ſome: 

(I.) He makes uſe of the Smiles and of 
the Frowns of the World, of the' Smiles 
and Flatteries of the World; to allure and 
tempt Men unto Sin; he hath the Luſt 
of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and 
Pride of Life, and knows how to ſuit 
theſe to every Mans Temper. If a Man 
be given to the Luſts of the Fleſh, to 
D 4 Carnal 
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Carnal and Senſual Delights and Plea-+ 
ſures, he hath ſuch Objects to ſet before 
him. Jt he find a Man addicted to be 
taken with the Riches, and ſceming good 
Things of the World, he will ſet forth 
the World in its moſt lively and alluring 
Colours. It he find a Man Ambitious of 
Worldly Honours, Credit and Applauſe 
from Men, he will find Flatterers enough 
to puff up the Bladder of his Pride and 
Ambition, and: cauſe him more to value 


. the Praiſe of Men than the Praiſe of God, 


and to take ſiniful Courſes for the obtaining 
And ſo he can make uſe of the 
Frowns of the World, to provoke to 
Diſcontent, to murmur againſt God, to 


vex and fret at his own Condition, and 


the croſs Providences that he meets with, 
to envy the Proſperity of others, and by 
finful Practices to rid himſelf of his pre- 
ſent Croſſes. Nay, he can ftir up ſuch 
Diſtruſtful and Inordinate Fears in a Man's 


Spirit, that he rather chuſeth to Sin, and 


to take any Indirect Courſe, rather than 
to fall into thoſe Dangers and Miſcries 
that he ſo greatly fears; and ſometimes can 
{ce no poſſible way to eſcape them, than 


by ſuch ſuiful Shifts; upon this account 
he can make uſe of Riches and Pouerty, 


Proſperity and Adverfity, to tempt Men 
by: by Proſperity be tempts Men to Pride, 
Forgetfulneſs of God and their Duty, to 
Scorn and Diſdain, and be Uncharitable 
to thoſe that are Inferiour to them. 
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To a conceit of his own Gcodnefs and 
Favour 'with God, and of his own Wil- P 
dom, Care and Providence; and to Vilihe pla. 23. 
and Cenſure others that are Poor and in , 77. 
Miſcry. Ey Adverſity he tempts to dittrult 
of the Providence of God, and his Faith- 
fulneſs to his Word and Promiſe; he 


tempts him to Envy and Grudge at thoſe 


ſelf, and to relieve himſelf by unlawful 
Ways; hereby he tempts him to Impati- 
ence and Diſcontent. Therefore Agur, Prov. 
30. deſires neither Poverty nor Riches, 
but Food convenient fot him. Thus Pro- 
ſperity and Ad verſity are both Occaſions of 
Temptations unto Sin. And I look upon 
Temptations, becauſe of Proſperity, to be 
far more dangerous and kurtful than thoſe 
that win by Poverty and Affliction; for 
theſe are more ſweet and pleaſant to the 
Taſte; and more gratyful to Corrupt and 
Carnal Appetites, and fo go down move in- 
ſenſibly ard delightfully, how bitter ſo- 
ever they be in the Belly, and how ſad ſo- 
ever the Effects of them be, Theſe ſecretly 
entice the teinpted to Sin, and are moſt 
taking with his "Carnal Luſts; whereas 
afflictive Temptations are niore contrary 
to our Humane Tempers, loathed at the 

firſt fight, and at the preſent not joyous Heb. 11. 
but'- grievous. Nature it ſelf ' oppoſeth 12. 
theſe, and the peaceabſe Fruits of Rizhte- 
ouſhels are many times wrought by them, 

ſo that they got good by them at the lat- 

ter end; whereas Proſperity many times 


end< 
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ends in Deſtruction, many more are Eter- 
nally ruined* by Proſperity than by Adver- 
fity ; for by the ſadneſs of the Counte- 
nance, which is cauſed by Affliction, the 
Heart 15 made better. | 
Hence it is that our Saviour makes it 
next to an Impoſſibility for a Rich Man to 
get to Heaven, Hence the Apoſtle ad vi- 
ſeth us to be content with a mean Condi- 
tion, becauſe they that will be Rich fall 
into many hurtful Luſts that Drown Men 
in Perdition. It js the Ppor that follow 
Chriſt, and have the Goſpel preached to 
them, and moſt readily embrace it, and 
are not ſo ealily taken off by a frowning 


World, as the Rich are by the World's | 


Smiles and Flatteries. However, there are 
Temptations on both Hands, and Satan 
ſometimes makes uſe of the one, and ſame- 
times of the ether, to tempt Perſons by. 
(2.) Satan can make ule of all Creatures 
in the World to be Snares and Temptati- 


ons; he made uſe of the Serpent to tempt | 


Eve by, of the pleaſantneſs and beauty of 
the forbidden Fruit, and its pretended 
Uſefulneſs to make one Wiſe ; he made 
uſe of the Fruit of the Vine to make Noah 
and Lot Drunk; he made uſe of the Rich 
Man's plentiful Crop and Incomes to tempt 
him to take his Eaſe, to Eat, Drink. and 


be Merry; Jeſurun's Plenty and Fatnels | 
cauſed him to forget God; he made 


uſe of Gold, and a goodly Babyloniſh Gar- 


ment, to tempt Achan by to Covetouinels | 
and Theft. And ſo in many other Caſes. 
q 6.) He 
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(3.) He can make uſe of all Men by one 
means or other to become Tempters, whe- 
ther they be Foes or Friends. Wicked 
Foes delight to tempt, they are Satan's 
Factors and Agents, led Captive by him at 
his Will to do his Drudgery. A Man can 
get no Good in Wicked, Vain, and Idle 
or Wanton Company ; they will ſome 
way or other be a Snare to him, either by 
their Counſel or Example ; they will en- 
deavour to make others as vain and wick- 
ed as themſelves, for their Deſign is to pro- 
mote and advance Satan's Kingdom. It 
is an hard matter to be in wicked Mens 
Company, and get no Infection by them, 
either to tempt us to Sin and Wickedneſs, 
or to make us Partakers of their Sins, and 
ſo to contract Guilt upon our Souls. 


Therefore good Men | endeavour. to ſhun pfal. 26, 4, 


ſuch Company as much as may be:; ſo did 
David, It is ſaid of St. fobn, that he 
leaped out of the Bath, when he ſaw that 
Cerinthus the Heretick was there. Solo- 
mon adviſeth not to come near the Door 
of an Harlot's Houſe. And the Apoſtle 
chargeth us not to keep Company with 
Fornicators, Drunkards, &c. no, not t6 
Eat with them; we muſt not make them 
our delighttul Companions. It is true, 
that-while we are in this World we muſt 
ſometimes have to do with ſuch ; but we 
muſt not chuſe and delight in ſuch: Compa- 
ny, nor ſtay in it longer than we need mutt ; 
and muſt be watchful over our _— 

tak 
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that we be not enſnared by any of their 
Temptations. 

Nay; Satan can make uſe of Friends 
and good Men as Snares and Temptations 
to us, either by our too frequent Vitits of 
them; or {pending too much Time with 
them, which might be more profitably 
ſpent elfewhere; and about other Work, 
or by not improving our Time to Spiritu- 
al and Mutual Edihcation, but in Idle and 
Vain” Conference and Diſcourſe, buſying 
our ſelves with other Mens Matters; or it 
may be in Slandering and Backbiting our 
Netehbours, (which is but too ordinary 
and common a Sin now-a days) or at 
leatt meerly about Worldly Matters that 
tend nothing to the mutual Edification of 
our Souls. Nay, if we have a Detign to do 
another good, (as no:donbt fob's. Friends 
had) yet Satan, by one Circumſtance or o- 
ther, may divert us from our purpoſe, a8 
he did them, by the greatneſs of his Af- 
fAiction,.to. cenſure him for a moſt wicked 
and vile Man, and an Hypocrite, which 
was a far greater Temptation to 4b. and 
provoked him to more paſſionate and im- 
patient Expreſſions than the loſs of his 
Eſtate and Children, nay, than all his 
Sores wherewith he was afflicted. How 
dreadful was that Temptation when:his 
own Wife blamed him for his Integrity, 
and adviſed him to Curſe God and Die. 

(4.) He can tempt us by all the Com- 
forts that we enjoy in the World, our 


Food, Raiment, Sleep. whatever it is that 
our 
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our Souls take pleaſure in, and that in 
themſelves are Bleflings to us; he can 
tempt us to take too much delight in 
them., or abuſe them to exceſs, to make 
our Belly our God, and to take more 
pleaſure in pampering that, than ſerving 
our God. and rather live to eat. than eat 
to live, to forget the Donor of thern, and 
ſerve our Luſts and Carnal Appetites by 
them, and forget the Work and Duty of 
Mortitfication; ſo to indulge the Fleth, as 
to neglect the Mortification of the Fleſh, 
and keeping it in ſubjection, for the better 
fitting it for Self-denying and Fleſh-dil- 
plcaling Work. He can tempt us by 
things in themſelves lawful, to Sin, and 
run into Extravagancies, as by Feattings, 
Recreations and Pleaſures, Cc. 

(5.) He can make uſe of our outward 
Senſes to be Inlets of Temptation into the 
Heart, of our Eyes, Ears, Palates, Hands, 
Feet, Cc. and our inward Senſes, as Me- 
mory, in making it ſlippery in retaining 
what is Good, and retentive of what is E- 
vil; mere ready to retain any Idle and 
Vain thing, than Heavenly and Spiritual 
things. And ſo for our Thoughts, and 
Fancies, and common Sence, that ſhould 
convey good things to our Underſtand- 
ings. 

(6.) By Temptation he can abuſe our 
very Reafon and Underſtanding, by blind- 
ing our Minds by Sophiſtical Arguments; 
he can alſo hereby corrupt our Judgments, 


pervert and prejudice them, and our Wills 


and 
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and Affections, yea, and Conſcience it ſelt, 
by ſtifling Convictions, and turn your 
Minds and Thoughts to other things. He 
often makes Men to forget their Sins, or 
at leaſt the Sence of them, and caſt them 
behind their Backs, and ſo prevents our 
deep and ſerious Humiliation and Repen- 
tance of them; he ſteals away our Hearts 
and Affections from God and Godlineſs, 
and ſets them upon Worldly Vanities; our 
Love, our Joy, our Fear, and all the Paſ- 
ſions of the natural Soul, are often either 
ſet upon wrong Objects, or keep not 
within their due Bounds, but moſt dead 
and remiſs where they ſhould be moſt 
active and lively, and moſt violent where 
they ſhould be more cool and remiſs. He 
can tempt us by all the Faculties of our 
Souls, as well as the Members of our 
Bodies. 

.) He can tempt us in our Duties, by 
diſtracting us in them, or cauſing us to 
neglect them, or to be Dead, Formal, Cu- 
ſtomary and Hypocritical in them, or to 
be proud of them, or to reſt in them, 
In the reading or hearing the Word he 
can make us to be dull and drowſie, or 
our Minds filled with wandring and di- 
ſtracting Thoughts, cauſing us to make a 
light Reckoning and Account of it, not 
to hear it with that Reverence and Atten- 
tion that we ought to do when God ſpeaks 
to us. Hinders us from underſtanding, be- 
lieving, meditating upon it, and apply- 
ing it to our ſelves for Spiritual __ 

an 
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and Advantage, and it may be, begets a 
prejudice in our Minds and Hearts againſt 
it, or to reje& the Meſſage for the Meſſen- 
ger's lake. | | 

So as to our Meditation, which ſhould be 
chiefly intent upon Spiritual Things, what 
diſtracting Thoughts doth he often infuſe 
into our Minds, which by their Crouds 
thruſt out more ſerious and profitable 
Meditations, or make us more Cold and 
Heartleſs in them, ſo that we bring them 
to no Maturity and Perfection, find not 
that ſweetneſs in them, or benefit by them, 
that otherwiſe we might do, but through 
his Temptation, vain and worldly Thoughts 
and Meditations lodge within. Thus the 
Devil can tempt by himſelf, though he be 
a Spirit. There is a ſecret way of Spirits 
Communicating themſelves to others, 
though we know not how it is done; 
but we know that Satan can ſuggeſt and 
dart into our Minds Evil things, though 
we know not whence or how they came. 

He can tempt us in Prayer, either hinder- 
ing us from due Preparation of the Heart 
tor ſo Solemn a Duty; by worldly Buſi- 
neſs leaving us little and ſeaſonable Time, 
and leſs Heart to this Duty, or cauſing 
us to be Dead, Dull, Formal and Hypo- 
critical in this Duty, and not to exerciſe 


| Grace therein as we ought, as Repentance. 


Faith, fervent Affections, Humility and 
Reverence ; many times (it may be) to 


W reſt in a Road of Duty, without being 


duly ſenſible what we come about, and 
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to make more uſe of Gifts than of Grace 
herein. 

(8.) He can make uſe of our very Graces 
and Comforts to be Snares and Tempta- 
tions to us, either to rett in them, and be 
proud cf them, or to mitiake them in 
our Faith, taking a preſumptuous Confi— 
dence in our ſelves, or in the ſtrength of 
it. or a tempting God to expoſe us, and 
leave us to be tempted, as he did Peter; 
nur Patience and Calmneſs of Spirit, un- 
der Pretence hereof to neglect our Duty 
in the Places and Capacities that he hath 
{et us in, or to give Provocations to pro- 
voke us to Impatience and raſh Anger, 
we may hereby be tempted either to neglect 
our Duty to others, or not to do it in 


that due and regular manner as we ought ; - 


to in our Sorrow for, and Repentance of, 
our Sin, we may be tempted to a worldly 
Sorrow, which tends to Death, inliead of 
a Godly Sorrow, working Repentance to 
Life; miſtaking a Legal for an Evangeli- 
cal Repentance ; a ſerming Repentance up- 
on the account of the Apprehenſion of 
Puniſhment, and the ſad Conſequents of 
Sin, and this too often without real Ha- 
tred to Sin it ſelf, and real Reformation 
of Heart and Life. Sometimes by Con- 
victions of Conſciznce, and meer Re- 
ſtraint, keeping back from the outward 
Acts of Sin, while it remains firm and 
untouched in the Heart and Affections. 


Many Sinners would be moſt notorious | 


Sinners, if they were as groſs in their 
out ward 
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outward Actions, as they are in their in- 
ward Affections and Inclinations. ; 

(9.) He can tempt us in all our Relati- 
ons and relative Capacities, whereby we 
either Indulge and Connive at Sin in them; 
or occaſion them to Sin. Satan is very 
buſie in Families, and can make uſe of 
one Member to be Inſtrumental in, and 
Occaſions of Sin in others; what Feuds, 
Quarrels and Contentions doth he raiſe 
in Families? What Diſorders 2 What 
negle& of Duty, according to the Places, 
E 3 Offices and Capacities that each one is 
1 placed in as Governors, and governed ? 
5 Parents neglecting their Duty towards 


"+ Children, not giving them due Inſtruction, 
x and Educating them in the Fear and Nur- 
n ture of the Lord; not duly Admoniſhin 
9 and Correcting them for their Faults, = 
f. watching over them, but giving them too 
y much Liberty, and Indulging them in 
of their Youthful Luſts and Vanities, ſuffer- 
o ing them to go on in vain aud ſinful Cour- 
li- ſes, till they be fo hardened therein that 
p- they grow from Evil to Worſe, and grow 
of ſo Hardned and Incorrigible, that no or- 
of dinary Rebuke or Correction will take 
la- place with them. 


We fee how it was with Eli's Family in 
this Caſe, and what a fad Judgment it 
brought upon his Family; what Miſchiefs 
did David's Inordinate Love and Over- 
much Indulgence to 4bſolom and Adonijah | 
bring upon his Family 2 Thus Husbands. = 
through an eaſineſs of Spirit, and too 

F much 
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much Iugulgence of their Wives in their 
wilin! Humours, loſe their Authority, and 
are often te:npted by them, and hindered 
from the diſcharge of their Duties in their 
Families, and excited and drawn by them 
to the Commiſſion of Sin, and the hurt of 
others in the Family. Thus the Serpent 
prevailed with Eve to be her Husband's 
Tempter to Eat of the Forbidden Fruit. 
Thus Sofomorn's Wives tempted him to Ido— 
latry and Forgetfulneſs of God, that had 
appeared to him twice, and brought upon 
him the rending ot Ten Parts of his King- 
dom from his Son. Thus fezebel (though 
Ahab was wicked enough himſelf, and had 
fold himſelf to do wickedly) yet ſhe ſtir- 
red him up to more Wickedneſs. Thus 
Satan ſtirs up Wives by their proud and 
ungovernable Wills and Humours, and vi- 
olent Pathons, to throw off the Yoke of 
Government, and uſurp Authority over 
their Husbands, will not obey nor hearken 
ta Reproot, will not be kept within due 
Bounds, will have their own Wills and 
Humours, and by their Clamours, or 
one way or other, force their Husbands to 
Compliance with them in their Humours ; 
by this means Childrens Faults are hid 
from Fathers. and due Correction and Re- 
ſtraint obſtructed. Therefore Slomon ſaith, 
A Child left to himſelf bring his Mother | 
to Shame ; ſhe by obſtructing that due 
Diſcipline, which in time ſhould have been 
exerciſed over him, ſhe tn a ſpecial man- 
ner hath Cauſe to repent of her 1 

nels 
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neſs to her Husband, and ſinful Indul- 
gence of her Child. Oh ! what Paſſions 
will many Wives break forth into, and 
what Brawls and Conteſts ariſe in Fami- 
lies, when Fathers would Correct their 
Childrens Faults, the Wite more ready to 
fly in the Face of her Husband, if he at- 
tempt to Correct them, than to Reprove 
and Correct them themſelves 2 Nay, they 
harden their Childrens Hearts againſt the 
Reproofs and Corrections of Fathers, fo 
that Fathers are often forced to loſe their 
Authority, and fit down in the neglect of 
their Duty, for Peace ſake. and rather 
than make a Tumult in the Family. And 
ſo likewiſe by the Evil Examples of Go- 
vernours in Families, Children and Ser- 
vants are emboldned and hardened in their 
ſinful Courſes. A bad Example in the 
Governor of a Family, will embolden o- 
thers in the Family to be worſe than 
they. A ſmall Fault in a Governor will 
embolden thoſe that are under them to be 
guilty of greater. Nay. how often upon 
theſe Accounts are the Duties of Religion 
neglected, or unſeaſonably and formally 
performed, and Sin made a light matter 
of? And ſo by degrees the Tares of Sin 
grow up, and by degrees choak and root 
out Religion out of profeſſing Families, 
yea, and the decay of Religion in the very 
Heart and Affections, and cooling it, and 

uenching it in the Lives and Practices of 
thoſe that have made a warm Profeſſion 
thereof. Nay, yet further, Parents and 

E 2 Gover- 
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Governors Sins may bring a Curſe upon 
Poſterity : God may puniſh their Sins, by 
leaving their Poſterity to greater Sins, to 
the bringing of God's Curſe upon the 
whole Family. God layeth up the Ini- 
uity of Parents for their Children, and 
they ſhall know it. They may with Sor- 
row and Shame of Heart read the Puniſh- 
ment of their own Sins in the Sin of their 
Children. This is ſo large a Subject, that 
it is hard to keep within Bounds, and yet 
ſo common a Caſe, and ſo many ways the 
Devil hath to lay Snares, and raiſe even 
fatal Temptations in Families, that I have 
the more largely inſiſted upon it. But 
et by theſe hints you may much en- 
arge upon this Head in your own Me- 
ditations, and be quickned to a more dili- | 
gent and.. conſtant Watchfulneſs againſt 
theſe, and ſuch like Snares and Baits that 
Satan may lay for you in your Families, e- 
ven to the Ruin both of your Families and 
of your own Souls. | 

(10.) Satan can make uſe both of the 
Commands and Providences of God as 
Snares to tempt unto Sin, from the re- 
firaint that God laid upon Adam from 
eating of the forbidden Fruit. Satan raiſeth | 
an Argument to tempt them to have hard 
Thoughts of God for reſtraining them 
from eating of that which was the moſt 
pleaſant and deſirable Fruit in the Garden, 
was pleaſant to the Eye and Taſte, and | 
moſt deſirable to make them wiſe ; and | 
hereby he provokes both to- Envy 1551 
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God, and irritates Luſt to covet it, and fo 
to rebel againſt God, and break their Co- 
venant of Life with him ; and the Hor- 
ridneſs of his Temptation is moſt dread- 
fully manifeſted in the dreadful Effects 
that it hath had upon all Humane Race 
ever ſince. How great a Temptation, 
and how difficult to be overcome, was 
the Conſideration of the Wickeds Pro- 
ſperity, and the Affliction of the Godly 
to the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 73. And as a warn- 
ing againft this the Thirty-ſeventh Pſalm 
was written ; this was the Argument 
whereby Job's Friends would prove him a 
molt Vile, Wicked and Hypocritical Perſon 
becauſe of the Severity of God's Hand 


upon him, And by this means Satan 


takes Advantage to tempt Men, either to 
flight the Obſervation of God's Provi- 
dences, and Improvement of them for 
Good and Benefit to themſelves, or elſe to 
the Miſconſtruing of them in one reſpect 
or other. Oh what bad Conſtructions 


doth the Devil tempt Men to make of 


God's Providential Actings in the World! 
And often draws them to great Sins there- 
by, to judge of God's Love or Hatred b 
the viſible Providences that he exerciſet 
towards the Sons of Men, contrary 


from his own Experience, that no Man 


could know Love or Hatred by any thing 


that was before him under the Sun : for 


as to theſe viſible Providences, all thin 
come alike to all ; for Infinitely Wiſe Ends 
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God exerciſeth an Arbitrary Power in theſe 
Caſes. 


(11.) Satan being a Spirit, can ſecretly 


ſuggeſt and inject Temptations and Darts 


of Hell into our Minds and Thoughts, 
and thereby tempt us unto Sin ; which 
way, or how Spirits do Communicate 
their Minds to each other, we are much 
in the dark ; but that they dv thus come 
to confer one with another in a ſecret and 
unſeen way, is evident, How many 
Thoughts are darted into our Minds, that 
we can give no good account whence 
they come, or how they came there? Tt 
is true that we have working Fancies, and 
even when our Bodies are at reſt. and our 
Senſes locked up; yet Fancy and Thoughts 
of one kind and other are at Work. and 
it may be ſuch Thoughts as never came 


into our Minds. when we were awake. 


Sometimes vain and ſinful Thoughts are 
darted into our Minds, and we may rea- 
ſonably conceive they came from the Devil, 
having gained the conſent of the Will, 
nor ar: the natural Products of our 
Luſts and Appetites ; and yet we know not | 
which way they came into our Minds ; 
but we may reaſonably ſuppoſe they came 
troin the ſuggeſtion of Satan; and theſe may 
work upon our Luft, and entice it, and fo | 
gain upon our Wills and Affections, and 
106 become our Sins, which they were not 
till they had gained ſome Conſent of Will | 
and Luſt, Theſe Sparks of Sin become | 
our Sins, when they take any Impreffion 


upon 
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upon the Tinder of our Lults, and blow 
them into an actual Flame; when they 
have gained upon our Lults or natural Ap- 
petites, then they become Temptations. 
As the Apoſtle teacheth us, Jam. 1. 14. 
Every Man is tempted when he is drawn 
away by his own Lujt, and enticed, , That 
there are ſuch Suggeſtions darted into our 
Souls, Experience theweth ; but how, or 
which way, or by what means they are 
injected, is often unaccountable. Some 
way or other the Devil ſometimes puts 
us upon Soul Temptations : Satan was 
a Lying Spirit in the Mouths of Ahab's falſe 
Prophets; (he tells God he would be ſo) 
but this could be no other way than by 
ſome ſecret Suggeſtion, So Job's Friends 
were doubtleſs good Men, and in their 
coming to Viſit him had a Deſign to 
Comfort and Condole hin; but yet Sa- 
tan makes uſe of them as Iuſtruments to 
aggravate Job's Afflictions. So that by 
theſe we ſee, that by one means or other 
Satan hath ſome ſecret way of Convey- 
ance of his Temptations. into the Min 
of Men, and ſometimes without, and con- 
trary to this their Intentions. | 
So that Satan hath ſome ſecret unſeen 
way of Correſpondence immediately with 
the Minds of Men, without the uſe of 


4% worldly and visible Things to tempt 


them by; and theſe we have need to 
Watch and Pray againſt, leſt we be led in- 
to, and overcome by Temptation. 
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(F.) To conclude this. If Man had no 


other Tempter in the World but him- 


ſelf, this would be ſufficient to lead him 


Rom. 7. 


24. 
Jam. 8. 7. 


Jam. 4. 5. 


Gal. 5.17. 


Mar. 26. 


into Temptation, if not duly watched a- 
gainſt. There is that Corruption and 
Depravity in Humane Nature that would 
tempt him unto Sin ; he hath a Body of 
Sin and Death within him, he hath an 


Enmity in his Heart and Nature againſt | 


God and Godlineſs ; the natural Spirit 
that is in us luſteth to Envy, and by the 
Oppoſition that it meets with from the 
Holy and Righteous Law of God, it is ir- 
ritated, and Luft blown up into Flame ; 
Perſons 1n a natural and unregenerate State 
are wholly Carnally minded, are altoge- 
ther Corrupt, all the Thoughts and Ima- 
ginations of their Hearts are Evil, only 
Evil. and that continually. And even in 
the regenerate there is the Fleſh that luſt- 
eth and warreth againſt the Spirit: So 
that a Man cannot do what he would, 
but often what he would not. Now this 
Contrariety and Luſting of the Fleth a- 
gainſt the Spirit will put a Man upon 
continual Temptation to Sin, it not ſtrict- 
ly and conſtantly watched and prayed a- 
gainſt; this Luſt will entice and draw 
away the Heart to Sin, and conſequently 
to Death, ſo that we have no time or 
leiſure to be idle and ſecure, but to be 
conſtantly upon our Watch; upon theſe 


accounts Chriſt bids us Watch and Pray, 


that we enter not into Temptation ; to watc 


becauſe we know net what Hour our Lo 
' f f 7 * a wi | 
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- will come, leſt he find us idle, or worſe im- 
| ployed. 
Now if we conſider either the ſhortneſs 
of our Time, the multiplicity and vartety 


| of our Temptations, the malice and ſubtil- 
1 ty of our grand Enemy the Tempter, or 
f the neceſſity of our overcoming all Temp- 
1 tation, and obtaining Victory at laſt, 
R which muſt Crown all our Conteſts, and 
t Adminiſter Cauſe of Triumph, (I ſay) 
e theſe things conlidered, we had need to 
e be continually Watchful, Sober and Cir- 
r cumſpect. And further, conſidering the 


Triumph of the Saints over particular Tri- 
als that they meet with, or upon full and 
final Victory which the Saints get at laſt, 
it may quicken and encourage us to the 
greateſt Watchfulneſs and Circumſpecti- 
on. 

Which brings me to the Second Part of 
the Doctrine, vg. The Saints Triumph 
upon Victory, obtained through Faith, 
which ariſeth from the Words in the Text; 
when Thomas his Faith had got his Doubts 
removed, and he fully ſatisfied that this 
was the Chriſt which had been Crucihed, 
in an Extaſie of Faith and Joy he Trium- 
phantly cries out, My Lord, and my God. 
This is the Victory which Believers ob- 
tain through Faith; and the greater the 
Trials and Dithculties have been, the great- 
er will their Triumph be, 

And here let me premiſe, That this 
Triumph and Rejoicing is not a proud 
boalting of our ſelves, or what we _ 
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done by any Strength or Grace of our 
own, but we ſhall Glory in the Lord, in 
the Strength and Grace of Chriſt, It is 
in the Grace ot Chriſt, which is Origi- 
nally in him, and by the Aſſiſtance and 
Influence of his Spirit c::aveyed to, and 
wrought, and continually ſtrengthened 
and ſupported in us, we Rejoice and 
Triumph in our Faith; not as it is ours, but 
as it is the Grace of Chriſt begotten and 
kept alive, ſupported and made ſtrong and 
active by the Spirit of God, by the Word 
and Promiſes confirming and ſupporting 
our Faith, that it fail us not in the time of 

our need. 
1 Cor. 1, He that glorieth muſt glory in the Lord, 
31. for it is he that muſt Work in us, both 
Phil. 2.12, to Will and to Do, and ſo enable us to 
— 59 o. Work out our Salvation with Fear and 
1% 16. Trembling. It is not he that commend- 
' © eth himſelf, but he that God com- 
mendeth, that is, approved. Therefore 
when the Apoſtle tells us how great 
things he had done, and how abundantly 
he had laboured, yet confeſſeth that it 
1 Cor. 15. was not he. but the Grace of God that 
9, 10. was in him; we read of the Wickeds 
glory ing in themſelves, and in their Wrath 
and Proſperity, and Triumphing over the 
Godly that are in Miſery, inſomuch as 
that this ſtumbles the Godly themſelves, 
as it did the Pſalmiſt. Thus when the 
Plal. 73. Witneſſes were Slain, Rev, 11, 7, Cc. 
See Micah we ſce what Triumph the Wicked made 


7. 9. over them. Whatever wicked Men glory Ra 
they 
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they aſcribe it to their own Wiſdom, Hab. 1. 13 
Power or Strength, and rob God of his re. 
Glory. Thus did Nebuchadnezzar ; and Ita. 10.13, 
indeed ſometimes the People of God them- 14. 
ſelves are but too apt to be guilty of 
this Fault. This was the reaſon why judg. 7. 2, 
Gideon muſt deliver 1ſraet only with Three cc. 
Hundred Men, that God, and not they, 
might have the Glory. And ſometimes 
the People of God are but too Carnal and 
Vain in their Triumph and Rejoicing; 
outwardly rejoice becauſe of their Suc- 
ceſs, and are proud of it, but do not re- 
Joice in the Lord, in that Humble, Se- 
rious and Thankful manner that they 
ought. They do not wholly deny God 
his Glory, but yet they would have ſome 
ſhare with him in it. And therefore 
their Hezrts are too vainly lifted up in 
it. This was Hezekzah's Fault, for which 
God correQed him, 2 Chron. 32. 24, 25. 
This is not the true Triumph of Faith, 
when it hath got the victory over Trials 
and Temptations. For 
The true Triumph of Faith is a thankful 
Rejoicing in the Lord, and his wonderful 
Grace and Goodneſs to his Soul, in ſup- 
porting Faith in the Conflict, and 
giving Victory over the Temptation, and 
all the Difficulties thereof; we ſhall ſee 
{ome Inſtances for the Confirmation and 
Iuſtration of this, if we conſult Pſal, 
121. Pal. 124. Pſal. 125. Pſal. 73. 26, 
27. You ſee there wherein the Triumphs 
ot the Church did conſiſt. This Triumph 
15 
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is not a Carnal, but a Spiritual Rejoicing 2 
not in our ſelves, nor any thing we have 
done, but rejoicing in the Lord in what 
he hath done for us, in us, and by us, by 
ſtrengthening and upholding our Faith, Pa- 
tience and Perſeverance, and other Graces, 
whereby he hath helped us to overcome 
the Temptations that we have been ex- 
erciſed by : Faith is but the Hand where- 
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Strength and Grace Encounter all Temp- 
tations ; it is not the Strength of our 
Faith, as it is an Inherent Grace in us ; 
nor the Merit of our Faith, though by it 
we have obtained the Victory through 
Faith, that we are to Glory in or Boaſi 
of, but the Grace of Chriſt who hath 
wrought Faith by the Word in us, and b 
Eph. 2. 8. it hath ſupported us under Trials, an 
x Yet. I. 3, kept us from fainting in the Trial; for 
4- Faith, not only as to its firſt Principle, but 
in all its ſubſequent Actings, is the Gift 
Luke 22. of God. Therefore is was through Chriſt's. 
| $1, 32. Interceſſion that the Apoſtle's Faith, though 
| foiled, yet was not overthrown. 

But to come to the Point it ſelf ; Faith's 
Triumph, when it hath obtained the 
Victory, and the more Faith hath been 
tried and ſhaken in the Conteſt, the 
greater will the Triumph be when Victo- 
ry is obtained. 

This will more clearly appear if you 
will conſider theſe following Particulars. 

(1.) Conſider the greatneſs of the Tri- 
als themſelves which the Believer — 

been 
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by we lay hold upon Chriſt, and in his 
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been exerciſed under. They 'have not 
fought againſt ſmall, but great Tempta- 
tions and Enemies. The Temptations 
have been great in themſelves, and Faith 
hath been forced to Summon in all its 
Strength to withſtand them. The danger 
they have been in hath been very great, 
and therefore they will greatly Triumph 
and Rejoice when they have obtained 
the Victory. See how the Apoſtle bleſſeth 
God upon this account, 2 Cor. 1. 3, 4, ö. 
And the Cauſe of this rejoicing we have, 
Ver. 12. The Teſtimony of their Conſcience, 
that in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity, &c. 
they had their Converſation, &c. The 
Victory they had obtained was the Caufe 
of their rejoicing. The Trials had been 
great and dangerous, and therefore their 
Vidtory was more Triumphant. Now 
the Trials of God's People are not only 
outward, but often inward, penetrate the 
Heart more than the Trials of others do. 
As to outward Trials they are often very 
great in themſelves, and in their ſeveral Ag- 
gravations. As, (1.) As to the greatneſs 
and nearneſs of the things wherein God 
tries their Faith and Obedience. Thus 
God tried Abraham's Faith, in-caufing him 
to wander from his own Country to a 
ſtrange Country, where he was only a 


Pilgrim and Sojourner. But eſpecially 


when God calls him tc offer up his only 
well-beloved Son of Promiſe. Iſaac, when 
by reaſon of his and Sara's Age he had 


no reaſonable proſpect of having any more 


Children. 
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Children. This was a pinching Trial : 
and well might Abrabam greatly Triumph 


when God had, beyond Expectation, de- 
livered him from the Temptation. This 


was a Temptation that tried to the Quick, * 


as God e 5 Becauſe thou haſt 
not withholden thy Son, thine only Son, that 
in Ae, J will ble s thee, &c. Thus God 
tried Job, in ſweeping away all his Sub- 


ſtance, and all his Children, in one Day, 


and then afterwards ſo grievouſly afflicting 
him with Sores. Here Faith was put to 
a pinch, and called forth to Exerciſe it 
{elf to the higheſt degree. And well might 
Job Triumph when the End of the Lord 
was ſeen in it. | 

(2.) The ſuddenneſs and unexpectedneſs 
of the Trial, makes it exceeding great. When 
Job's Afflictions come one ſo cloſe upon 
the Heel of another, that they allowed 
him not a breathing time between one 
and another; then for Job to fall down, 
and worſhip, and bleſs God, this argued 
a wonderful ſtrength of Faith and Sub- 
miſſion to the Will and Pleaſure of God; 
when God tries us in our choiceſi out- 
ward Comforts, and ſnatcheth them ſud- 
denly and unexpectedly from us, it is 2 
very ſmart Trial. And if now Victory 
be obtained, and the Heart in any mea- 
ſure ſupported by Faith, it will cauſe great 
Triumph and Rejoicing. 

(3.) When the Believer expects quite 
contrary things, and Expectation ſeems to 


be grounded upon the Word and Promiſe, 


then 
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then to meet with Diſappointment is a 
great Trial; when God ſends Moſes to 
bring Jrael out of Egypt, and the Peoples 
Hearts were filled with Expectation of 
it; now to find Pharoah s Heart hardened, 
and Iſracl's Tasks doubled. was a great 
ſtartling both to Moſes and the Peoples 


67 


Faith. Saith Moſes, Thon haſt not delivered Ex od. c. 
thy People at all, and the People mur- 22, 23. 


mur againſt Moſer for attempting of it; 
ſo when Chriſt's Diſciples expected a glo- 
rious Temporal Reign with him upon the 
Earth, and inſtead hereof he was Judged, 
Condemned, Crucihed and Buried. it was 
hard upon their Faith to believe his Reſur- 
rection; but when he had convinced them 
of the certainty of his Re ſurrection, by 


* appearing to them, well might they all, 
as well as 


homas, in Triumph cry out, 
My Lord, and my God, 

(4.) The Multiplicity of Accumulated 
Afflictions may be a ſharp Trial of Faith. 
when De 
of God's Water Spouts; all his Billows 
and Waves run over them ; this is a great 
Trial of Faith ; of this the Prophet com- 


ep calleth unto Deep, at the noiſe pal. 


42. 


plains, We looked for Peace, but no Good Jer. 8. 1 5- 


came; for à time of Healing, and be- 
hold Trouble, Tf now Salvation ſhould 


come, it would be matter of great Tri- 
umph ; eſpecially if Afflictions and Trials 
have continued long, and Faith and Pati- 
ence is almoſt worn out with long wait- 
ing: Nay, God ſeems not only to delay, 


but to deny cheir Prayers; yea, ſeems Plat. „ 


as 
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as though he were angry with their Pray- 
ers; this tries Faith to the purpoſe. The 
Pal. go. Plalmiſt was under ſad Doubts upon this 
Account ; but having got Victory over the 
Temptation, he Triumpheth and Rejoiceth ; 
of this the Prophet ſadly complains, and 
promiſeth Triumph and Rejoicing, if God 
would hear and deliver them. 
This was a great Trial, and proved the 
Strength of the poor Woman's Faith; 
when ſhe met with ſo many Repulles, 
both from the Diſciples and from Chriti 
himſclt; when by Faith ſhe was enabled 
to retort thoſe tezming Repulſes, and 
make uſe of them as Arguments to plead 
with Chriſt himſelf for the granting of 
her Requelt ; this makes Chriſt to admire 
Mat, 15. her Faith, and to ſay, O Woman, great is 
23. thy Faith ; be it to thee even as thou wilt. 
| And no doubt ſhe went away with a joy- 
ful and triumphing Heart. 
Job 1. (F.) When Perſons have walked in 
| their Uprightneſs before God, been watch- 
ful againſt all Sin, have been Eminent in 
their Places, both with reſpect to God and 
Man, as God gives this Character of Job; * 
and hereupon expect that as they have © 
been Circumſpect in every Relation and} © 
Capacity, and done great things for God 8 
in their Generation, ſo God ſhonld prol- þ 
per then, and do great things for them, in 
a ſpecial manner owning of them, and {| 
bleſling them; it now God Afflict them, and 1 
that above the ordinary rate of Men, 80 
this is a great Trial of their Faith. Ju 
upon 
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69 
E upon this account expected to Die quietly 
* in his Neſt, but on the contrary he met 
10 with moſt grievous Sufferings; this might 
4 well ſtagger his Faith, but would be mat- Job 29. 
4 ter of Triumph when his Sufferings were 
| over. 
od (..) As to inward Trials, true Believers 
1 have been ſo ſorely exerciſed, that Faith 


ch hath had much ado to bear up Head under 
, them; and theſe are Troubles and Temp- 


= tations which wicked Men know little or 
ne 4 er. The Godly are mare thought- 
* 1 ful, and look further in their Sufferings 
— F than Wicked Men do: They look not 
* only at the out ward Affliction, or Secon- 


2 dary Cauſe from whence they proce d, but 
to the Principal Author of them, and why 
we. and wherefore it is that God thus attlicts 
them: They examine themſelves to find 
30% out their Sin and Guilt for which God 
* Frowns upon them, and what End God 
m hath in afflicting of them. They ſay to 
| God, That which I ſee not, teach thou me, pſal. 38 
nt u that wherein I have done amiſs, I may do ub 
„ wore ; and therefore the inward Thoughts 
of their Hearts trouble them more than the 
yo outward Troubles themſelves. Thus Da- 
n 80 vid ſearching into his Heart, found that 
r N Sin was the Cauſe of his Complaint of 
| pro his broken Bones; but Wicked Men look- 
em, U ing only at the outward Affliction, not at 
n, an 1 fbeir inward Guilt, or the Frowns of God's 
* race. There is ſometimes ſuch an inward 
Men, Sting of Conſcience, either lowing from 
2 Sence of Guilt, or -_ Satan's Suggeſti- 
| ons 


Faith s Trial and Triumph. 
ons and falſe Accuſations, (as in Job's 
Caſe) that makes the Wound of Affliction 
more intolerably great. Hence David could 
worſe bear the Afflictions that befel him 
after his Fall, than thoſe that befel him in 
the former part of his Life. And the Ac- 
cuſations of Job's Friends oppreſſed more 
than all his Perſonal Afflictions. Now 
through Faith being in any meaſure able to 
get Victory over theſe, is great Matter and 
Cauſe of Rejoicing and Triumph. See in 
this Caſe how it was with David, both in 
the Trial and Triumph of his Faith, Pſal. 
57. Pſal. 32. Sometimes the hidings of 
God's Face, and withdrawing of the Light 
of his Countenance, and Comforts of his 
Spirit from them, is more heavy upon 
them than any outward Afflictions. 

For this they priſe above all outward 
Enjoyments, as it was with the Pſalmift, 
Pſal.4.6,7. Lord, lift mp the Light of thy Countenance 

upon me; this ſhall put Joy and Gladneſs 
into my Heart, more than they when 
their Corn and Wine encreaſeth. The 
Wicked, ſo they may enjoy the World, 
they matter not the Light 5 God's Coun- 
tenance; that which they enquire after is, 
Who will ſhew us any Temporal or Senſible 
Good ; but ſo is it not with the Godly. 
pal. $7. Thou didft hide thy Face, and I was troubled, 
Ila. 50. 10. Hence David prays that God would lift 
up the Light of his Countenance, and re 
ſtore to him the Comforts of his Spirit. It 
is the Duty of a Child of God walking in 
Darkneſs, and ſecs no Light, to * 


Faith's Trial and Triumph. 

the Name of the Lord, and rely upon his 
God; but it is an hard Work to bring 
Faith to this; ſo many Doubts and Troubles 
will hereupon ariſe to the weakening of 
Faith, as looking upon God as an Enemy, 
and upon himſelf as a Caſt-away, or his 
Caſe hopeleſs, and helpleſs, and the like; 
now Wicked Men never look thus far. All 
their Thought and Care is how to get rid 
of their Affliction, not how to regain 
God's Favour. Sometimes Believers are 
put to the Trial by an hard, impenitent 
and unbelieving Heart, cannot get that 
brokenneſs and tenderneſs of Heart and 
Conſcience that they deſire. They ſce, and 
ſometimes confeſs their Sins, but not with 
that brokenneſs and tenderneſs of Heart; 
they cannot find thoſe Tokens and Signs 
of true Repentance that they deſire and 
long for; and by this their Faith in the 
Pardoning Grace of God, and All- ſufficient 


Merit of Chriſt, is much weakened, and 


they look upon themſelves in a worſe Con- 
dition than they really are; for a Sence of 
Hardneſs is in ſome fort a Brokenneſs of 
Heart, and argues a Godly Sorrow for, and 
Hatred to Sin. and Love to God, and 
Conformity to his Will and Law, which 
wicked Men are not ſenſible of, nor affected 
with; but here the Godly find it very 
difficult to take hold of a Promiſe, or ap- 
ply it to themſelves. But when the Spirit 
of God comes in, and by the Word 
through Faith applies the Comfort of the 
Promiſe to the Soul, how is the Soul filled 
| F 2 with 
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with Joy and Triumph? If God fay in 
this Cale, I am thine; my Grace is ſuffici- 
ent for thee ; I will abundantly pardon ; 
for my Thoughis are not as your 
Thoughts, Cc. How abundantly will this 
fill the Soul with Joy and Triuniph? The 
lower and nearer to D-{pair upon this ac- 
count, the more will the Soul overflow 
with Joy and Comforts, when God comes 
in to ſpeak Peace to ſuch a Soul. The 
Word it is that brings in Comfort, but 
the Wicked caſt the Word behind their 
Backs, and Build themſelves up with a 
ground leſs Hope of their own Forging. 
Sotuctimes Believers are fore put to it 
by Conflicts between Fleſh and Spirit; the 
Fleſh luſting againſt the Spirit, fo that the | 
Believer cannot do what he would; and 
many a Tug hath Faith before the Spirit 
can get the Victory. This the Apoſtle | 
himſelf complains of, a Law in his Mem- 
bers, warring againſt the Law in his Mind; 
ſo that though there be a Will to do every 
Duty better, yet there wants a Power, 
which makes him cry out, O wretched Man 
that I am. who ſhall deliver me from ubt 
Body of this Peath, This the wicked 
know nothing of. Sometimes they may 
have Conflicts between Fleſh and Fleſh, one 
Luft quarrelling with another, or between 
Will and enlightened Conſcience, but not 
between Fleth and Spirit. Now when the 
Believer through Faith gets Victory in this 
Conflict, and can with Comfort rejoice 


in Chriſt, can ſay, Thanks be to God w 


give! 
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gives us Victory in and through Chriſt, I 
thank God _—_ Feſus Chriſt. $9 then 
with the Mind T ſerve the Law of 
God; though with th: Fleſh, the Law of 
Sin, x 

Thus the Believer Triumphs in Victory 
over Temptations upon the account of the 
greatneſs of them, both. outward and in- 
ward danger that the Soul hath been in 
thereby. 

(2.) Another Conſideration that Exalts 
the Believers Triumph when he hath ob- 
tained Victory over his Temptations, is 
the Difficulty and Doubtfulneſs of the Con- 
teſt. 

The Temptation it ſelf hath been very 
great, the Aſſailants on both ſides very 
reſolute, and in good earneſt, the Fleſſr 
endeavouring with all its Might to carry 


it for the Temptation, and ttrengthening 


Temptation with all the forcible Argu- 
ments that Satan, the World, and a Luſt- 
ing Heart can muſter up, and aſſault the 
Soul by; on the other Hand, ſanctified Na- 
ture calls in all the aſſiſtance that it can to 
oppoſe and withſtand the Temptation, 
calls in and ſummons all the Graces of 
God's Spirit to aſſiſt in this Warfare, as 
the Knowledge of God's Will and Law, 
and his own Duty, his Covenant Engage- 
ments to Chriſt, the Hazard of its Soul if 
overcome, but eſpecially his Faith in 
Chriſt, and Dependance upon hiin for Help 
and Supply, and to Shield him from Sa- 


þ tan's Fiery Darts; and this makes uſe of 
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the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, 
the Precepts, to let him know his Duty, 
and whoſe Word and Law it is that en- 
joins his Obedience; diſcovers to him the 
difference between Duty and Temptation ; 
what is to be choſen, and what to be 
refuſed ; the Promiſes of the Goſpel for | 
the Encouragement and Strengthening of 
his Faith; the Threatnings of the Word, 
by which he ſees the dreadful Danger that 
his Soul is in of utter Deſtruction, it o- 
vercome by Temptation. Theſe things 
conſidered, put him upon the Examinati- 
on of himſelf to conſider, whether he 
be able to withſtand the Strength of the 
Temptation. Faith alſo lets him fee where 
his Strength lyes; not in himſelf, nor in | 
his Grace already received; for he finds 
Corruption exceeding ſtrong, and Grace, | 
when it comes to the Trial, very weak, | 
which fills his Heart with Fear which way 
the Victory will go; but his ſtrength lyes | 
in Chriſt, and the Supports and Supplies 
of his Grace; and this puts him upon] 
earneſt and fervent Prayer, and wreſtling 
with Chriſt by his Word and Promiſes, 
and what he hath done for others in the A 
like Caſe, relying wholly upon Chriſt's 10 
All-ſuthciency* and Faithfulneſs, and the W - 
Intereſt and Concernedneſs of Chriſt him. I f. 
u 
E 
C 


1 
: N orgy 
. 25,7 4 4 * 
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ſelf in the Cauſe and Quarrel. Now all 
theſe Conſiderations, eſpecially the Strength 
and Strugglings of Luſt and Corrupt Na-, 
ture, and the Weakneſs of Grace; and 


how many Fiery Darts and Doubts 1 
* 


dh 
- = 
cd 
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caſt into the weakening of Faith? This (I 
ſay) puts the Soul in great Fear, and makes 
it doubtful which way the Ballance will 
turn ; and upon this the Soul is very ap- 

rehenſive of the Danger that it is in, and 
earful of loſing the Day; for Grace finds 
many Obſtructions and Difficulties in the 
way to diſcourage and weaken its Hands, 
and Corruption finds many Encourage- 
ments and Advantages to ſtrengthen it : 
ſo that the Soul cries out with David, Ma- 
ny are they that riſe up againſt me; and if 
Supply come not from Heaven, I am utter- 
ly undone. 

Now when the Soul having got the 
Victory through Faith, and that Chriſt 
hath been the Captain of his Salvation, 
and hath come in with full and ſeaſonable 
Supply, and that his Grace hath been 
ſufficient for him; that he hath been a 


2 preſent =P in time of need, hath had 
regard to hi 

# hath anſwered him, and ſtrengthened him 
with Strength in his Soul, and given him the 
victory which he hath been Contending for 
and which made him Tremble for Fear of 


8 Prayers in his Diſtreſs, and 


miſſing of; how will this Soul Triumph 


and Rejoice in God his Saviour, who 


hath not failed him, but been the Strength 
of his Heart, when both Fleſh and Heart 
failed him? How will the Soul in Tri- 


umph cry out? I was in woful I} Pſal. 73. 
e 


exceeding Weak, and ready to yield my 

Captive to the Temptation, though utterly 
againſt my Will ; but Chriſt came in with 
F 4 Aid 


73 
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Aid and Supply of Grace, ſuccoured and de- 


liwered me, and vanquiſhed and ſcattered 

T6 all mine Enemies, hath plucked my Feet 

Wo out of the Snare, out of the Mire and Clay, 

10 ewhere there was no ſtanding, and hath ſet 

N my Feet upon a Rock, and eſtabliſhed my 

Goings ; therefore I will greatly Rejoice and 

Triumph in the God of my Salvation ; yea, 

I will FExalt and Praiſe bim for ever, and 

will call upon him, and truſt in him, while 

I have any Being. Lord, what is Man that 

thou thould be thus mindtul of him 2 Or 

the Son of Man, that thou ſhouldſt thus 

vitit him? J/ho am I that thou ſhouldſt 

take notice of ſuch a wile, weak and worth- 

leſs Creature as I am, and be ſuch a preſent 

help to me in a time of Extremity, and to 

deliver me out of the Hand of my ſtrong 

Enemy. which was too ſtrong. for me? For 

f the Lord had not helped me, my Soul | 

ad dwelt in ſilence, I had fainted in 1] 

Trial; and mine Enemies had ſwallowed 

me up quick. had not the Lord been on my 

fide ; but his Wonderful. Condeſcending and 

Free Grace be hath delivered me; what! 

#berefore thall I render to the Lord for 

Il tus Benetits 2 I will take the Cup of 
Wy pai. 115. Salvation, and give Thanks; I will pay tht 
1 Vous which 1 mane in the Day of m 
17 Diſtreſs. and give him the Glory, Thanks and 
| Praiſe due to his Name, and his only; yea, 
1 will tell of all bis wondroas Works that 
he hach done for me, and talk of his Doings, 
that others may rejoice with me, and be Com 

ferted and Encouraged by the Comforts * 
wi 


Faith Trial and Triumph. 
with I have been comforted of God; for great 


and marvellous Deliverances worketh be for 
his Saints that truſt in him. Chit will be 
the Object of their Joy, and this will be 
the Matter of their Triumph. And the 
deeper the Pit of Temptation hath been, 
wherein he ſtuck faſt, the more highly will 
be the Soul in Triumph when delivered 
out of it. The great Conteſt that is be- 
tween Hope and Fear in the Conflict, will 
even amaze the Soul, and put it into an 
Extaſie of Joy, when delivered from 
its great Fears. How much more at 
Chriſt's coming in Glory, when the Soul 
ſhall be delivered from all its Fears, and 
out of the reach of all Temptations and 
Dangers, and cloathed with ſuch weight 
of Glory, as Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
nor hath it entered into the Heart of Man to 
conceive £ How will Chriſt then be admired 
of all his Saints? To be delivered from 
the loweſt Pit of Hell, and advanced to 
the higheſt Pitch of Glory, to live and reign 
with Chriſt for ever, to be made Kings and 
Prieſts to God; being thus redeemed with 
the precious Blood of the Son of God, 
and that of meer Grace and Love: what 
a Rapture of Joy and Triumph will the 
Soul be in, when it finds it ſelf in the Arms 
of Chriſt, and never to be parted from 


him any more ? For neither height, nor Rom.8.39. 


depth, nor Angels, &c. ſhall be able to ſepa- 
rate ſuch from the Love of God which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 


.) The 
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(3.) The incredibility or unlikelineſs of 
thoſe things which Faith is called to be- 
lieve, and to depend mecrly upon the 
Word and Promiſe of God for the Ac- 
compliſhment of it, may be contrary to all 
Humane Sence and Reaſon ; as this will be 
a Cauſe of the ſtaggering and fainting of 
Faith, while in the Conteſt, ſo it will exalt 
the Soul in Triumph, when Victory 1s 
obtained. The Faith of ſtrong Believers 
hath ſometimes been nonpluſſed in ſuch 
Caſes as theſe, As when God promiſed 
to give Abraham a Son by Sarah in their 
Old Age; this being * 1 in the 
Courſe of Nature, Sarab laughed, but 
her Faith would not reach to believe it; 
and Abraham {elf ſeems to ſtumble at 
it, when he faid, Let Iſhmael live in thy 
fight ; though upon recollecting himſelf, 
and conſidering whoſe Promiſe it was, 
the Apoſtle faith, He ſtaggered not at the 
Promiſe through Unbelief, It was but a 
ſudden ſurprize, out of which Abraham 
was quickly recovered ; but when the Pro- 
mife was made good, then Faith Triumph- 
ed, and for Joy called the Son's Name 
Iſaac, which tignihes Laughter. So when 
God told Moſes that he would feed Iſrael 
for a Month together with Fleſh in the 
Wilderneſs, Moſes could not tell how to 
believe it, 1t was ſo improbable ; but the 
fulfilling of it gave Matter of Joy and 
Triumph, and was a great Proof of God's 
Omnipotency and Faithfulneſs to his Word. 
Thus David, though God had oy” 

| im 
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him the Kingdom, yet being in great Di- 
ſtreſs through Sauls implacable Enmity, 
his Faith fainted. and he ſaid that ke ſhould 
one Day periſh by the Hand of Saul; yea, 
in his haſte he ſaid, That all Men were Li- 
ars, as ſome interpret the Text; ſo in 
Samuel, who had anointed him King, 
though others (and probably with more 
reaſon) look upon it as an Act of David's 
Faith; that though all Men looked upon 
his Caſe as deſperate, yet God having 
promiſed it, he believed. let the World fay 
what they would ; but after God had 
delivered him we ſee how he Triumphed 
and Rejoiced, and Pſal. 18. was Penned 
upon that Occaſion. Thus when the Sen- 
tence of Death was paſſed upon Hezekiah, 
and God upon Prayer reverſed this Sen- 
tence, yet Hezekiah could not believe it 
without a miraculous Sign ; but having 
obtained the Mercy, he Pens a Song of 
Praiſe. Thus it was with Zacharias, the 
Husband of Elizabeth, when God promiſed 
him a Son, he could not believe it, tor 


| which he was ſtrucken Dumb; yet when 
Fobn was Born he was filled with the Ho- 


y Ghoſt, and Triumphed. And fo here 
in the Cafe of the Text, the Apoſtle could 
not believe the Reſurrection of Chriſt ; but 
when their Doubts were removed by his 
Appearance to them, then in Triumph 
Thomas cries out, My Lord, and my God, 
Many more Inſtances might be added, but 
theſe are ſafhcient to clear this Point. The 
unlikelineſs of the Matter of Faith, may 
put 
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put it to a ſtand for a time; but when 
Victory is obtatncd, the Triumph is the 
great r. and God's Wiſdom, Power and 
Faitotulneſs, the more admired. 

(4.) Another Cauſe and Ground of Re- 
Joicing and Triumph when Faith hath got 
the Victory, 1s the glorious and comforta- 
ble Etfects that follow upon this Victory. 
Though Temotation be not Joyous, but 
Grievous, while it continues, yet afterwards 
it works the p<aceable Fruits of Righteoul- 
neſs in them that are exerciſed thereby ; 
for the Trial of Faith is much more pre- 
cious than that of Gold: Gold is more 
refined. and {hines more bright, but after- 
wards the Lultre of it peritheth, and the 
Gold it ſelf will periſh at laſt ; but ſo it is 
not with Faith, it is refined and ſtrengthen- 
ed, and it endnres- more ſtrong and 
ſtedfaſt, and the Effects of it continue for 
ever. Now the Effects are very Joyous in 
teſpect of God, of the Believer himſelf, 
and others. 

(I.) In reſpe& of God; the victory of 
Faith tends much to the Glory of God; 
and in this the Believer Glories, that God 
is gloritied in the Riches of his Grace, in 
thereby giving to his poor Creatures ſuch 
Grace and Aſſiſtance from Heaven, as en- 
ables them to ſtand in moſt Fiery and 
Sharp Conflicts; fulfilling what is ſpoken 
of weak Believers, that they ſhall be ena- 
bled to ſtand ; for God is able to make 
them to ſtand ; how weak ſoever they be 
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he is able to keep them through Faith to 
Salvation. 

(2.) They Triumph and Rejoice in this 
victory. in reſpect of themſelves and the 
Grace of God beſtowed upon them. This 
victory of Faith adminiſters Joy and Tri- 
umph to the Believer himſclt in ſeveral re- 
ſpecs. 

Ct.) In reſpe& of the new Nature that 
God hath given him, and the free Grace 
bettowed upon him. The Fleſh would 
have yielded to the Temptation torth- 
with, without Reſiſtance or Oppoſition; 
for to be Carnally minded is Death, an 
Enmity againſt God; but Godly Grace 
hath given a new Nature, created in Chriſt 
Jeſus to good Works, a Nature that luſteth 
againſt the Fleſh, and rejects the Motions 
and Temptations thereof. Now when 
the Soul by the faithtul Conteſt and 
Victory finds that God hath given this new 
Nature to him, and enabled him thereby 
to overcome, how will he rejoice in the 
Grace of God, that hath quickned him, and 
made him alive in Chriſt Jetus, who was 
by Nature dead in Treſpaſſes and Sin? 
The change of our Natures is Matter of 
Rejoicing to true Believers, eſpecially when 
Faith upon its Trial proves right and ſuc- 
ceſsful. 

(2.) He now rejoiceth in his choice of 
Chriſt for his Portion; when Chritt hath 
thus helped and delivered bin, he can ſay, 
The Lines are fallen to me in pleaſant Places ; 
T have à goodly Heritage, for the Lord is 


Y I] my 
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my Portion. When Perſons are under 
Temptations,they may doubt whether they 
have made a good choice in chuling Chriſt 
and his Ways for their Portion. Thus the* 
Pſalmiſt was ready to doubt, when he ſee- 
ing the Proſperity of the Wicked, and the 
great and conſtant Affliction of the Godly, 
he was ready to ſay, I bave cleanſed my 
Heart in Vain, and waſhed my Hands in 
Innocencj. 

But through Faith, ſeeing through and 
overcoming the Temptations, he could ſay, 
Nevertheleſs, 1 am continually with thee, thou 
holdeſt me by my Hand, thou ſhall guide me 
by thy Counſel, and afterwards bring me to 
Glory : Whom have I in Heaven but thee, 
and upon Earth there is none that I deſire he- 
fide thee; my Fleſh and Heart faileth me, 
but thou art the Strength of mine Heart and 
Portion for ever. I have choſen thy Word i 
for my Counſellor, and thy Word hath Ne 

uickened me. I have hereby kept my 14 
2 from mine Iniquity, and have not h 
wilfully or wickedly departed from my 
God. This is the happieſt choice that e- fi. 
ver I made in the World ; by this I have 
been kept from the Paths of the Deftroyer ; Fa 
had I made choice of the World, Luft, &c. 
what a miſerable, undone Creature had I 
been ; but 1 have choſen him for my 
Friend and Beloved, who is altogether 
lovely, therefore will I rejoice in my 
choice. 


(3.) By Faith in Chriſt he is delivered 
from his diſtruſtful * which before 


did 
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did oppreſs and trouble him ſore. Now 
he ſees that it is not in vain to truſt in 
Chriſt ; nay, it is better to truſt in Chriſt 
than in Mortal Man; nay, rather than in 
Princes, for they Die, then the Thoughts 
of their Heart periſheth, Men of low degree 
are Vanity, and Men of high degree a Lie; they 
are altogether lighter than Vanity; but to 
the Lord alone belongeth Power and Strength, 
but my God is the God of Salvation, and to 
him belongs the Iſſues of Death, This is a- 
bundant Cauſe and Matter of Triump 
eſpecially when he hath actually deliver 
him from the things that he greatly fear- 
ed, and by Faith given him the victory 
over his Fears. 

(4.) He now rejoiceth, in that through 
Faith in Chriſt he hath now obtained the 
thing which he ſo greatly deſired. There 
is nothing in the World that the Believer 
deſires more than Victory over Sin and 
Temptation, and having Conquered this 
he hath overcome his greateſt Enemy, an 
obtained that which he moſt earneſtly de- 
fired ; and this is Matter of Triumph. 

(5.) By the Trial and Exerciſe of Faith, 
Faith it ſelf is ſtrengthened. When Proof 
. Rand Experience is added to the Promiſe, 
ad 1 it much confirms and firengthens Faith. 
Experience worketh Hope that makes not a- 

amed, when the Believer can ſay, He 
that hath delivered doth deliver, therefore 1 
hope that he will yet further deliver, for 
in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting Strength. 
before (He hath Horns in bis Hand, and there 
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is the hiding of his Power, There was 
never ſo much of God's Power in any of 
the Wonders that he hath done, but there 
is infinitely more Power in his Hand than 
ever was, Or can be ſeen, and in this In- 
finite Power Faith will Triumph; there- 
fore they dare truſt in Chriſt more ſted- 
faſtly for time to come, and follow him 
more courageouſly in all Encounters; 
now the Believer is more ſtedfaſt in his | 
Purpoſes whatever it colt him. | 

(6.) By this Victory through Faith, they 
have Peace with God and their own Con- | 
ſciences, which they could not have had, 
had they been overcome by the Tempta- | 
tion; they could not have looked God in 
the Face with any Comfort or Confidence, 
but God and their own Conſciences would 
have accuſed and condemned them; but i 
now they can have Confidence towards 
God, and lift up their Faces with Com- 
fott and Rejoicing. 

G.) As this Victory is Beneficial to the 
Believer himſelf, ſo Itkewiſe to others for 
their Comfort, and Strengthening theu 
Faith under Trials; now theſe can Com- 
fort others with the ſame Comforts 
wherewith they themfelves have been 
eomforted of God, can Communicate 
their own Experiences to others, which 
may ſtrengthen the feeble Knees. 

In a Word, the Believer Triumphs 
now in hopes of the glorious Recom- 
pence of Reward which is ſet before 


them. Now they can ſay with i. 
10 


WAS 
iy of 
there 
than 
s In- 
here- 
ſted- 
him 
ters ; 
n his 


, they 
Con- 
had, 


0 
Od in 


dence. 


would 
but 


7 


Wards 
Com- 


to the 
ers for 
their 


Com- 
mforts 
been 
unicate 
which 


iumphs 
Recom- 
before 
Paal. 
have 


Corn, and Wine, and Oil from a Ye bak 
Worldling, and he can have no Joy ; t 
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have fought the good Fight, I have fiſhed 
my Courſe, I have kept the Faith; therefore 
henceforth is laid up 
Righteouſneſs, which the Righteous God ſhall 
give unto me, Let me now, | 
(I.) Gather ſome Inferences from this 
Doctrine of the Believer's Triumph when 
Victory over Temptation is obtained 
through Faith in Chriſt. (1. Inference.) 
Hence learn how far the Joy and Triumph 
of Believers exceeds all the Joy and Tri- 
umph of Wicked and Carnal Men. They 
may outwardly rejoice in Carnal and Sen- 
ſua] Enjoyments, but in the midſt of their 
Laughter their Hearts may be fad ; and in; 
deed they: have ever Cauſe to be fad, i! 

they conſider the State and: Condition the 
are in; but the Saints have al ways Cauſe 
of Rejoicing, and to live the Life of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, being delivered from the 
Power of Sin and Death. Carnal Mirth 
is not to be compared with Spiritual Joy. 
The Mirth of Wicked Men is but a kind 
of forced, Mirth ; take away theſe Carnal 
Things that feed it, and it dies; take, a- 
way Wine from the Drunkard, and his 
Spirits grow flat, and he muſt ſeek Wine 
Again, or elſe his Mirth is gone; take away 
. . . . vie 
is no inward Spring of Joy in his Heart. 
but what muſt be ſupply;d from without; 
but a true Believer hath Joy in himfelt, 
he hath; Chriſt in his Heart, which is 4 
Spring of Kiving Waters, continually in 
7 One 
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Heart, i. e. a Sence of God's Love to him, 


in the Grace and Spirit of Chriſt, and 
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one reſpe& or other ever flowing forth in 
him; the Pipes indeed may ſometimes be 
ſtopped by the not duly Exerciſing and 
Living by Faith ; but remove this Stop, and 
exerciſe Faith, and it Flows again. Theſe 
are the Waters of Life that flow from 
Chriſt, and the Principle of Spiritual Life 
in the Heart. It is but Carnal Things that 
beget this Joy in Carnal Men; it is Carnal 
Things that by their Confluence muſt ſup- 
pou and keep it Alive; and it is in and 

* 


Carnal Things that they expreſs and Þ 


manifeſt it; it is by Vain and World 

Mirth that they expreſs their Joy and Tri- 
umph in Meats, and Drinks, and Carnal 
Pleaſures; but the Believer's Rejoicing is in 
Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt. God gives to Believers the Earneſt 
of his Spirit, and by this Spirit ſheds a- 
broad the Love of God in the Believers 


and hereby draws out the Souls real Love 
to God and Chriſt, which engageth him 


heartily in the Cauſe and Quarrel of Chriſt, | 


and to ſtrive with all his Might to ovet- 
come all Enemies and Oppoſers; the Love 


of Chriſt conſtrains him hereunto. This 
Love to Chriſt ſtrongly inclines the Be- 
| Hever's Heart to lay out himſelf to the ut- 


moſt in the Service of Chriſt ; and there- 


fore the Believer having got the 2 


over Temptation by the Grace and Af-} 
ſiſtance of the Spirit of Chriſt, he now Re- 
joiceth and Triumphs, not in himſelf, but 


ſay, 


has Koo .-c 


7” © 


Fa. 


U ſay, Thanks be 

e Victory through. 

d gives him further 

d that God hath glv.. 

(e by whom he hath ob... 

m and this encourageth him to 

ife ſhall be kept by the Power of this 

nat which dwells in him, through Faith « 

nal Salvation. By this Trial and Victory Faith, 10. 

up- he is confirmed and ſtrengthened to hope 

nd for a final Victory at laſt, The Power of 

and God keeps Faith alive, and by Faith we 

di overcome all Temptations that would 

Tri- draw us from Chriſt; and this fills the 

rnal Soul with abundant Joy and Rejoicing in 

is in the Reſurrection of Chriſt, and to. Rejoice, - 

Holy which aſſures us of our Reſurrection to 

rneſt Glory at laſt, and gives the Believer a 

Is a- Proſpect of this Glory. This makes the Joh. 14. 

vers Soul in Love with an unſeen Chriſt, and 19. | 

to Rejoice in him with Joy unſpeakable, Joh. 6. 374. 

and full of Glory; by this Victory of Faith Or. 

we have good Hopes that we are United 

to Chriſt ; and our Union with an Ever- 

living, Never-dying Chriſt, aſſures us that 

we ſhall never die, or be totally and finally 

is overcome. Chriſt will loſe none that be- Ich. 10. 
long to him, or that are given him of the? Ges 

Father. | 8 

Nay, the Souls of Believers are fo lifted 

up with Love to, and Rejoicing in Chriſt, 

and their Union with him through Faith, 

that they reckon their Sufferings, for 

Chriſt, howſoever they be, not N Ons: 

be compared with the Glory that ſhall be — — . 

G 2 revealed 35. 


up h. 


.lude, that no- 
from the Love 
ſhall break this 

dly Mens Joy and 
onfluence of outward 
nings, when he abounds in 
ward and worldly Proſperity, as 
+ fee, Pſal, 73. But that which filled 
David's Heart with Joy, was the Light of 
God's Countenance. They having got 
Victory over Temptations, which | threat- 
ned the Life of their Souls, this is the 
Cauſe of their Triumph. 
Again, Carnal Men Rejoice in, and Boaſt 
of themſclves, and therefore Sacrifice to 
Ifa, 42. 8, their Nets, Praiſe themſelves, and ſo Rob 
God of his Glory, which he is ever tender 
| of, and will not give to another; but Be- 
lievers give the Glory of their Succeſs and 
Pla I I5. 1. Deliverance to God. Not unto us, but 
to thy Name, we, give the Glory; for 
thy Mercy and Truth is the Language of 
a Believer, Nay, the Believer Rejoieeth in 
the Condeſcending Grace and Love of 
Chriſt, that hath taken notice of, ſuppor- 
ted and ſtrengthened ſuch a Poor, Weak 
and Worthleſs Soul, to chuſe Chriſt tor 
| his Portion, by Faith to take hold of his 
Strength, and to ſtand the Shock and 
Strength of Temptation, and hath enabled 
him to overcome. This tends to the 
| Humbling and Abaſing of themſelves, but 
1 uh the Exaltation of the Free Grace 'of God 
478 in Chriſt. This is the Cauſe of their Tn- 
| umph and Admiration; who am I 8 
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God ſhould thus take notice of, and ſup- 
port ſuch a Worm as I am ? | 

Again, their reflecting upon the Ene- 
my that are overcome through the Grace 
of Chriſt, and Help of his Spirit, exalts 
their Triumph yet higher ; it is not Mean 
and Inconſiderable Enemies that they have 
contended with, and got fome ſmall 
Victory over, but it is Principalities, and Eph, 6. 12. 
Powers; not Bodily Enemies that threat- 
ned the Hurt of the outward Man, but 
Spiritual Enemies, that threatned the 
Death of the Soul. It is Satan, the World, 
and their own Luſts, that they have Con- 
queffd. It is a greater Victory for a Man 
to overcome himiſelf, than to Conquer a 
City; in this Victory therefore they Tri- 
umph, which Wicked Men have no Cauſe 
to do; for they are led Captive by Sa- 
tan and their own Luſts, and are Slaves to 
the World. 

(2. Inference.) What Cauſe then have 
they to mourn and hang down the Head, 
that are overcome by Trials and Tempta- 
tions 2 If the Saints have Cauſe to Tri- 


| umph and Rejoice, ſurely the Wicked 


have Cauſe to Mourn ; when the Godly, 
through the Strength of Temptation, have 
been overcome, though but for a time, yet 
it hath cauſed great Mourning and Griet of 
Heart, as it did in David, Peter, and o- 
therss Nay, though the Wound that 
Temptation hath given them be healed, 
through pardoning Grace, yet their Com- 
forts have not been Ty reſtored ; nay, 
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at their own remembrance of them all 
their Lives after their Sorrows have been 
renewed, as it was with David ; but how 
much more Cauſe have Wicked Men, and 
Apoſtates, to mourn and hang down the 
Head that are totally overcome. Nay, 
with what terrified Countenance will they 
look, when at Death and Judgment their 
Conſciences are throughly awakened ; for 
God abhors them, and can take no Plea- 
ſure in them. Chriſt will reje& them at 
the laſt Day, whatever they now pretend 
deny him, he will deny us; 
their drawing back will be to the Perditi- 
on of their Souls.Satan that hath been their 
Tempter, will then be their Accuſer and 
Tormenter ; and their own Conſciences, 
that they have ſeared and laid aſleep through 
Cuſtom and Practice, and might not be 
heard ſpeak, ſhall then be fully awakened, 
and reveal what is therein Recorded, and 
be as a Thouſand Witneſſes againſt them. 
This Book ſhall be opened, and there they 
ſhall read all their Sins ſet in order before 
them. 

Hence learn how Good and Excellent 
a thing it is to draw nigh to God, and 
make him our Portion, and to truſt under 
the Shadow of the Almighty, under the 


Wing of Chriſt; for whatever befals him, 


here in this World, he may yet ſay, The 
Lines are fallen to me in pleaſant Places ; I 
have a goodly Heritage, I have ſet the 
Lord always before me; he is at my Right- 
Hand, therefore I ſhall never be _ 


| 
| 


therefore is the Man that gets under t 
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Therefore my Heart is glad, my Glory re- 

Joiceth, and my Fleſh rejteth in Hope, My 

Fleſh and Heart may fail me, but God is pgy, ,,, 
the Strength of my Heart, and Portion for 23, 24, 
ever; whom have I in Heaven but thee ? 25, 26. 
Or on Earth that I can defire befides thee ? Pſal. 62. 
Thou holdeſt me by my Right-Hand, Pfal. 146. 
guideſt me with thy Counſel, and after- 3, 4, 5. 
wards ſhall receive me to Glory. It is 

better to truſt in the Lord, than in any 

Worldly thing, than in Kings and Prin- 

ces. Therefore happy is the Man that hath pfal. 73. 
the God of Jacob for his help, whoſe Hope 25. 

is in the Lord bis God. It is better to 

truſt in Chriſt, and keep under the Sha- 

dow of his Wing, than to truſt in our own 

Gifts and Graces ; for not only Fleſh, but 

Heart may fail us, our Faith and other 

Graces may fail us: But they that truſt in pou | 
the Lord ſhall be s Mount Zion, which, * 
can never be moved. Chriſt hath overcome Joh. 16. 
the World, and therefore the) need not 33. 

fear any Force that the World can raiſe a- Joh. 14. 
gainſt them. We need not let our Hearts 23. 

be troubled, if he give us his Peace. This IIa. 26. 3, 
is a perfect Peace that none can rob us of: 4. 

he hath ſet at Liberty the Captives, and 

opened the Priſon Doors to them that 

were bound. He hath bound the Strong 

Man armed, and caſt him out. Happy Ia, 61. 1. 


T 


91 


ſaving Conduct of Chriſt's Wing. 
8 Hence we may learn the Excell 
Uſefulneſs of Faith, if it be a right and 
5 G 4 A true 
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Heb. 2. 4. 


Gal. 2. 20. 


2 Cor. 12. 


Tam. 2.17. 
Gal. 5, 6. 


Heb. 12. 
IT, 2. 


Heb. 11.6. 
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true Faith, Now this we may by theſe 
Properties of it. 

(I.) It is a Self-abafing and Humbling 
Faith. It abaſcti Selt, but exalteth Chriſt 
and Free Grace in him. He whoſe Heart 
is lifted up, his Heart is not right in him; 
but a ſound Believer, though he live, yet 
it is not he, but the Grace of Chriſt in 
him ; he lives by the Faith of the Son of 
God. And theretore when he is Weak in 
himfelt, he is Strong in Chriſt, (2.) It is 
a fruittul, active and working Faith; 
Faith without Works is Dead, being alone. 
Works by Love keeps God's Command- 
ments, and they are not grievous, but he 
takes Pleaſure therein. It is Duty that his 
Eye is fixtd upon, whatever Difficulties 
lye in the way; yea, he runs the Way of 
God's Commandments with enlarged 
Heart. runs with Patience the Race ſet be- 
fore him; he ſets Chritt before him as his 
Patern and Example. Obedience is part 
of his New Nature, and a Work that he 
delights in, for he 1s Spiritually minded. 
(3.) It is a Faith grounded apon the 
whole Word of God as its general Ob- 
ject, and upon Chriſt as its ſpecial Ob- 
ject. True Faith believes the whole Word 
of God upon the Teſtimony of God whoſe 
Word it is. He believes that God is what 
he hath revealed himſelf in his Word to be, 
that he is ever mindful of his Covenant, 
and faithful to his Word and Promiſe, 
and thercfore a plentiful Rewarded of them 
that diligently ſcek him. The ſpecial ro 3 

* 
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ject of Faith is Jeſus Chriſt, in whom all 

the Promiſes of God are Yea and Amen; 

who by his Purchaſe hath made the Cove- 

nant of Grace an everlaſting Covenant, or- 

dered in all things, and ſure ; yea, an Ir- 
revocable Will and Teſtament, being Sealed 

in his Blood; hereby even unſeen things Heb. 11. 1. 
are realized by Faith, as if in actual Poſſeſ- _ ne 
ſion; by this Faith it is that the Juſt lives, 35 39. 
and believes to the ſaving of the Soul. 
(4.) It is a Faith mixed with Fear; not a 
diſtruſtful, but a cautious Fear, and a Jea- 
louſie of our own Hearts, which begets 
Watchfulneſs and Circumſpection, and a 
frequent Search and Examination of the 
Heart by the Touch-ſtone of the Word; 
a true Believer is always upon his Guard, 
knowing that he is compaſſed about with 
Snares and Temptations, at no time, nor 

in any place free. Therefore, ſaith Chriſt, 

Watch and Pray that ye enter not into Temp- Mat. 26. 
tation. Nay, be watchful againſt the firſt 41. 


Joh. 3. 21. 


| Appearances of Temptation; by this the Prov. 22. 


Prudent Man foreſees the Evil, and hides 3. 
himſelf. (5. ) True Faith is diligent in 

the Search and Study of the Scriptures, 

that therein and thereby he may know 

and do his Duty in all Reſpects, in one 
thing as well as another, both towards 
God, himſelf, and all Men. He doth not 

as Wicked Men or Hypocrites do, caſt 

the Word behind their Backs, and walk 

after the Imaginations of their own luſt- pry, , 
ing Hearts, and not according to the Per- toc. 
fect Rule of God's Word; nor doth he 


give 
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give it only a ſleight and ſuperficial Read- 
Pal. 119. ing of it, but meditates and ponders it in 
978, Gr. his Heart; he takes delight in Meditatin 
therein, and in getting the Knowledge o 
his Duty thereby ; and he makes it his 
Buſineſs to 3 his Life thereby; it is 
Pſal. 119. the delight of his Heart to know it, be- 
127, 128. cauſe he delights to do it, and to regulate 
Plal. 17.4. his Life and Practice by it; he ſearcheth 
to know the Mind and Meaning of the 
Spirit in it, and therefore compares Spiri- 
tual Things with Spiritual ; by this he 
keeps himſelf from the Paths of Wicked 
Men. Now theſe and ſuch like are the 
Properties of true Faith; now this Faith 
is a moſt uſeful and excellent Grace; as 
will appear if we conſider, 

(1.) It quickens and encourageth unto 
all Duties, and fortities the Soul againſt 
all Temptations. The Unbeliever's Faith, 
with the Sluggard, there is a Lion with- 
out, therefore he dare not go forth, or at- 
tempt any difficult Duty, nor withſtand 
any Jompts tion, leſt he receive Hurt and 
Dama it, either in his Perſon, Eſtate, 
Worldly Credit and Applauſe, nor any o- 
ther Worldly Intereſt: But the Righteous 
is bold as a Lion, dare Encounter any Spi- 
ritual Enemy, or de whatever God calls 
him to; read Heb. 11. Nay, though it 
may ſometimes be foiled, yet it doth not 

therefore leave off the Conflict, or yeild 
it ſelf as wholly Conquer'd, but renews 
its Combat and Conflict. The Revert 
will uſe his own Strength, in the Uſe - 
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all preſcribed Means for its Support, make 
uſe of all Spiritual Weapons, and put on 


the whole Armour of God. Nay, he will Eph. 6. 


try the Strength and Faithfulneſs of God 
to the furthelt, rather than yeild. Nay, 
though Chriſt ſeem to delay, yet he will 
{till truſt in him, and patiently wait for 
his Salvation in the way of his Duty. znd 
ſay with Job, Thongh he Kill me, yet I will 
truſt in him, Iwill not let go my Conh- 
dence in him. 

(2.) Faith beats us off from all Self. Con- 
hdence, makes us beware of ruining our 
ſelves preſumptuouſly upon any Temptati- 
ons, but makes us ſtrong in the Lord, and 
in the Power of his Might. He that truſt- 
eth in his own Strength, and neglects the 
Means preſcribed by Chriſt for his Support. 
is neareſt to a moſt dangerous Fall. Thus 
it was with Peter, he was confident in him- 
ſelf, but neglected to Watch and Pray, and 
we (ce the Iſſue, how foul and groſs his 
Fall was; but it was not ſo with Paul. 
when a Meſſenger of Satan was ſent to 
buffet him, he watched and prayed to 
purpoſe, and by this obtained Aſſurance 
that God's Grace ſhould be ſufficient for 
him, and God's Strength made perte& in 
his Weakneſs. Faith fetcheth in ſufficient 
Supplies from Chriſt by fervent and be- 
lieving Prayer; when Faith begins to 
faint,it fetcheth Recruits and Cordials from 
Chriſt, and from his Word and Promiſes 


draws Water of Refreſhment from theſe 
Wells of Salvation. ; 
(3.) Faith 


Heb. 11.6. 
Jam. 1. 6. 


g Tim. 1. 


Heb. 6. 1 5. 
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(3.) Faith renders what we do accepta- 
ble to God through Chritt, though accompa- 
nied with mamtold Weakneſſes and Iin- 


perfections as it comes from us; for with- 


out Faith it is impoſſible ty pleaſe God, The 
Word prohts nothing, it not mixed with 
Faith in them that hear it: Prayer avail- 


eth nothing, if it be not believing Prayer. 
(J.) Faith looks through the darkeſt 


Providences, and gives a Proſpect of Sup- 


port under Trials, and Deli verance out of 


them at laſt. 
I hhnow whom I have believed, faith Paul, 


and that he is able to keep that which I have 
committed to him; it {upports and comforts 
the Soul under all Difficulties ; the Lite 
of Faith is not only a more Sate; but a 
more Eaſie and Comfortable Life than the 
Life of Sence ; a Man may live quietly in 
the Harbour of Faith, when others are 
toſſed to and fro by the Boiſterous Waves 
of Sence, and therefore is called an An- 
chor, This Hope takes hold within the 
Vail, 7. e. upon God himſelf, upon a 


Throne of Grace, and upon Chriſt as our 


Interceſſor at the Right-Hand of God in 
Heaven it felf, typified by the moſt Holy 
Place ; the believing Soul can reſt ſecure 
under Chriſt's Wing in the midſt of moſt 
Boiſterous Storms without; when all o- 
ther things fail, yet Faith will not fail, 
having as an Anchor ſure hold of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and relying upon his Strength and 
Power, and the Prevalency of his Meri- 


torious Intercethon with the Father: Faith 
| in 


7 


„ 
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in this Caſe is both a Shield to defend us 
from all the Fiery Darts of Satan, or his 
Inſtruments, and a Sword to wound Sa- 
tan himſelf in his Temptations; It Van- 
quiſheth Satan, and Drives him away from 
us. This it doth by the Sword of the Spi- 
rit, the Word of God. In the Word the 
Believer finds the Commands of God, both 
what he Commands, and what he For- 
bids, and finds the Stamp of Divine Au- 
thority upon them, who ought to be feared 
and obeyed above all, both upon the ac- 
count of his Soveraign Authority, and his 
Puniſhing Power. Here the Soul meets 
with precious Promiſes to encourage us un- 
to Duty and Threatnings, to deter us from 
Sin. Here he meets. with wonderful In- 
ſtances of God's Special Care and Support 
of his People under the greateſt of Temp- 
tations, and of his Righteous Executing 
of Threatned Judgments upon Wicked and 
Rebellious Sinners. All theſe Faith be- 
heves.and therefore orders his Converſation 
according thereunto. And therefore, 

5.) Faith may not unhitly be called the 


Believer's Purveyor or Catefer, that goes 


forth into the Markets, and brings in 
whatever the Soul ſtands in need of; o- 
ther Graces feed upon, and are ſupported 
by theſe Proviſions and Supplies that Faith 
brings in; but it is Faith that gocth forth 
to the Markets and Places where they are 
to be had; and Faith knows a good Bar- 
gain, where it meets with it, and what 
Uſe to make of it. Wiſdom, either Spi- 

+ ritual 
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i ritual Wiſdom, or Chriſt the Eternal Wiſ— 
. of dom of the Father, brings all her Riches 
bs. Treaſures and Proviſions to the Market of 
* the Word and Ordinances, and there of- 
fers them to Sale, and there Faith is ready 
to Buy ; we (ee the Invitation and Call of 
Wiſdom, where ſhe ſhews alſo the Excel- 
lency of her Commodities, Prov. 1. 20, 
21, 22, 23. Fru. 4. 5, c. Chat). 5: 1, 
2. Chap. 8. 1, 10, 22. See allo Iſa. 55. 
I. Rev, 3. 18. There is nothing that the 
Soul can ſtand in need of but Wiſdom 
hath it here to ſell; here Faith may be 
Ifa. 58. 1. fully furniſhed ; here is Proviſions, of all 
Heb. 5-12, ſorts of Food, for all Perſons ; Milk for 
c. Babes, and Strong Meat for Strong Men; 
— 6. "YR buy Wine and Milk. Art thou Hungry ? 
4 0 4. Here is the Bread of Life, here is the Body 
fal. 63. 5, aud Blood of Chriſt, which is Meat and 
6. Drink indeed: Art thou Athirſt? Come 
Cant. 1. 2, to the Waters and Drink. Theſe are Living 
3. Waters that will ſpring up in thee to ever- 
Cant. 2. 3, laſting Life: Here is not only neceſſary 
4. Food for the bare Support of Spiritual Na- 
ture, but here is rich Cordials, plentitul, 
rich and coſtly Feaſts. Chriſt's Love is 
better than the choiceſt Wine, and his 
Name, or whatever he makes himſelf 
known by, is as perfuming Ointment 
which cauſe the Virgins to love him. And 
therefore the Believer tits down under 
Chriſt's Shadow with great Delight, and 
his Fruit is pleaſant to his Taſte ; Chriſt 
brings him into his Banqueting-Houſe, 
and his Banner over him is Love. 9 
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the Soul want Riches ? Here is the choiceſt 
Riches in the World to be had, Gold tried 
in the Fire, Riches far more Excellent than 
Rubies, Durable Riches and Righteouſ- 
neſs, Riches that will not periſh or waſte 
in the uſing; we have, Cant. 5. 9, Ce. 
2 deſcription of the Excellencies and Per- 
fections of Chriſt from Head to Foot, and 
this Character the Spouſe gives of him. 

It is Faith and Experience that have 
diſcovered by the Word theſe Excellencies 
to her, and raiſed her Affections to him in 
the higheſt Degree: She by her Know- 
ledge and Acquaintance with him can 

ive this Deſcription of him ; is it Plea- 
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ures that the Soul wants? In his Preſence ppg, 16, 


is fulneſs of foy, and Pleaſures for evermore, 11. 


Here is cloathing, even White and 

to cover our Nakedneſs, and Eye-Salves 
to clear our Eye-Sight, both with reſpect 
to God, and his Mind and Will, and 
with reſpect to our Selves, that we may 
not judge amiſs of our Selves and our own 
State, and that we may ſee the right Way 


wherein we ought to walk; do our Rev. 33184 


wounded Souls want Phyſick or Healing? 
Here is Balm in Gilead, and a Phyſician 
here to heal all our Maladies. Here is a 
Salve for every Sore, a Medicine for every 
Diſeaſe, Food for all Conditions, Succour 


and Support againſt all Temptations, re- 
viving Cordials againſt all Faintings, Re- 
covery from all Falls, Help and Plenti- 
tul Supply in every Caſe ; we might as 
foon make a new Bible, as to (ct ty 
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all the Excellencies of Spiritual Wiſdom; 
and the Richeſt and Choiceſt Commodities 
that ſhe hath to ſell; for every Page of the 
Bible is filled with ſome or other of them. 
There is no Ordinance - or Duty but there 

is ſomething of the Excellency and Preci- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt to be found there. In the 

Word read or heard, in the Sacramentsi/in 
Meditation and Prayer. And if by. Faith 

we bring our Souls to, and feed upon what 

is here to be had, let us open our Mouths, I 

enlarge our Expectations never fo high, 1 

but Wiſdom is able to fill them. 

Now Faith comes to all theſe Markets, n 

| and (as to it, ſelf) with an empty Purſe, Þ ri 

Ifa, 55 1. and yet here ſhe may Buy without Money, 

and without Price: Faith ſhall not go a- 

. for want of Money, for Chriſt m 
hath purchaſed and paid for them, and | 
freely gives them to the believing Receiver. fu. 
And Faith knowing the Excellency and 
Worth of theſe choice Rarities that here ric 
Wiſdom offers to Sale, and their Suitable-] Ho. 

neſs to the Soul's Neceſſity, Faith buys | or 

them, brings them home to the Soul, I plc: 
particularly: applies them, and feeds the 
Soul with them, according to its preſent | Ch: 
Occaſion, and gives the Soul a, ſweet J Chr 
Reliſh of them by its Spiritual Sences; | wit! 
the Soul is abundantly refreſhed by them: ¶ and 
Love, Joy, Patience, Self-denial, Submiſ- help 
ſion of our Wills to the Will of God, 


Courage and Magnanimity to go through | Proy 
all Trials, and ſtedfaſt Reſolutions to hold | with 
out unto the end, and to give all Chear- edge 


ful, 
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fol, Hearty, and Univerſal Oh dience to 
God's Will and Law, and all other Graces 
of the Soirit, in Expectation of tull Victo- 
ry over all Spiritual En-mies at latt, nd a 
Glorious Rewird of Triumphant Glory 
| after all. It is Faith that helps the Soul 
| to underitand, believe, and apply, and feed 
| apon all the Rarities of Divine Wiſdom, 


| 
| to go from Flower to Flower in all God's k 
Garden, and to gather Honey and 5weet- 0 
a neſs from it for the Soul's Retreſhment: It | 
a makes a ſingular Uſe of the Word, both f 
for Intiruct:ion, Countel and Comfort ; it : 
5 makes uſe of the Sacraments, as a molt i 
5 rich and delightful Featt, where the Soul il 
„ meets with Chritt, teeds upon his Body 4 
A and Blood, and qualifics the Soul for Com- * q 
t munion with, and Featting upon Chriſt at 4 
d his Holy Table, where his Choice Per- | 
r. fumes, and Tokens of Love are better to } 
d | the Soul than the choicett Wine, or molt i 
re | rich Perfurnes, and by theſe draws the | 
e. | Soul to run after him, and the Spikenard 
ys | or Graces of the Soul to ſend forth its | 
il, | plcafant Smell: ſo that as the Soul rejoiceth 6 


ne | and ſolaceth it ſelf in the Enjoyment of 
at | Chriſt, and his Benefits and Eleſſings, ſo 
ef | Chriſt himſelf is delighted and pleaſed 
s; | with his own Graces, that now flow forth, 
: and give a pleaſant ſmell. Yea, Faith 
iſe | helps to make good Uſe and Improvement 
d, | not only of all Ordinances, but of all 
gh | Providences and Occurrences that happen; 
1d | without Faith all theſe Benefits and Privi- 
zr- | edges are lofi, Nay = further, as Faith 


brings 
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brings in all theſe, and many more Sup- 
plies to the Soul, fo Faith it ſelf hath its 
{hare in the Benetits and Advantages of 
them; Faith by all the Varieties and Be- 
nefits that 1t brings in, keeps the Soul in 
good Plight, and all other Graces in due 
Exerciſe, according to the Place, Office, 
and Capacity that they are in; and 
alſo is hereby it felf kept in good 
Order, and fit for its Imployment ; it re- 
ceives reuewed Strength, whereby it is en- 
abled to go forth again, and fetch in fur- 
ther Supplies as Occaſion requires; Faith 
works Experience, and Experience Hope; 
Rom. 5. and hereby Faith it ſelf is ſtrengthened, 
1, c. and God is more firmly believed and truſted 
2 Cor. 1. jn, And therefore the Jult are ſaid to live 
7 "ap by Faith ; it is the very Vital Principle of 
Koh v4 4 Life in the Soul, which keeps all other 
Pn. 2 Graces Alive and Active in the Soul; and 
by what it feeds upon is it ſelf kept Alive 
1 Pet. 1. alſo ; By Grace we are ſaved through Faith, 
5. andrare kept by the Power of God to Salva- 
tion, 
(6.) Faith is an Univerſal and Cardinal 
Grace, and that both in reſpect of its Ob- 
ject and its Influence that it hath upon the 
Soul, and all other Graces. It hath the 
whole Word of God for its general Ob- 
ject, and whole Chriſt for its ſpecial Ob- 
Jet. Chriſt is made to us Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, Sanctification and Redemp- 
x Cor. 1. tion. And in reference to all other Habits 
30. of Grace in the Soul, it hath the greateſt 
Gal. 5. 6. Influence and Efficacy upon them. It 


works 


all Carnal Things; all other Graces are 1 Cor. 2. 
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works by Love, it purifies the Heart, ren- 
ders what we do acceptable to God. It 
gives us a Spiritual Diſcerning of Spiritual 
Things, and how far they exceed in worth 


but Additions to Faith. God hath given 14. | 
us Divine and Precious Promiſes, whereby 2 Pers I. 5. 


we are made Partakers of the Divine Na- 
tare by theſe being Believers, and applied, f 
work in us all other Graces. Nay. 
Faith is the Root from whence all other | 


Graces muſt proceed, and are formed up 
into Divine Graces ; for without Faith, 
if they ſpring not from this Root, they are 
but Shadows of Moral Virtues ; for without yeh. 11. 6, 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. Hence Heb. 4. 2. 
it is that it hath ſuch a powerful Influence 1 Cor. 11. 
upon all our Duties, to qualifie them a- 
right, ſo as to render them acceptable to 
God, and profitable to our ſelves. The 
Word is but a Dead Letter, and ſignifies 
little if it be not mixed with Faith in 
them that hear it. The Sacrament edifies 
not, hut we Eat and Drink Judgment to 
our ſelves, it by Faith we diſcern not the 
Lord's Body ; Prayer availeth nothing, if 
it proceeds not from Faith. It is Faith 
that muſt juſtiſie us, and give us Peace 
with God, and in our own Conſciences; 
Faith works in us Love to God, to his 
Will and Ways, makes all his Ways Plea- 
ſantneſs and Peace, his Commandinents 
not grievous, helps us to Rejoice and 
Triumph in Trials and Tribulations, 
hlls us with Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 

H 2 works 
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works in us Patience and Experience v 
of Gods Love and Faithtulneſs, and this u 
begets in us Hope of Succeſs and Victory t 
at laſt; works in us Increaſe of Grace, and te 
enables us to Perſevere therein to the end; p 


and ties an Indiſſoluble Knot of Faith and th 
Love. that nothing is or {hall be able to ar 
Rom. 8. diſſolve or ſeparate us from the Love of Þ fic 
39. God which is in Chriſt Jeſus or Lord, Oh Þ C 
what an excellent and generally ufeful 
Grace is Faith! And if it makes us thus liy 
| to Rejoice and Triumph in particular yo 
| Victorics over Trials and Tribulations, we 
1 what will the Triumph of Faith be, when Þ is 
we have through Faith gottes a full and ne 
hnal Victory over all our Spiritual Ene- tie 
mies at laſt. hath lifted us up above the Þ to 
Guni-ſhot of all Temptations, and Crown- his 
ed us with Triumphant Glory? But of this lie: 
more afterwards : (er. 2.) let be of Ex- ( 
hortation or Advice and Counſel upon ſe- ing 
veral Accounts, fmce Faith ſo Triumphs a d 
in Victory over Temptations. pro 
(I.) See that your Faith be of the right Ben 
Stamp; you have ſeen how many ſorts of ccc 
falſe Faith there are, which will give no ] ſed: 
real Victory, nor adminiſter true Cauſe of (+ 
Triumph and Rejoicing. Therefore look | Chr 
to your Faith that it be true and rightly I Fait 
grounded, ſuch as will abide the Trial, 
and be more precious than that of Gold | that 
when it is tried in the Fire. ſel ve 
2.) Do you often try your Faith to fee | as g 
that it be good and right, and will abide ] ſuffe 


when tried, knowing the Deceitfulneſs of | are ; 
| your 
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your Hearts, that will be apt to puff you 


up with a groundleſs, preſumptuous Con— 
hdence, and to deceive you when ye come 
to need it, as Peter's Confidence did? He 
pretended a ſtrong Faith, but neglected 
the Means to ſupport it, (Watchtulneſs 
and Prayer) and we fee what his Selt-con- 
hdence ended in; he ſhamefully denied 
Chriſt, and his Recovery colt him dear. 
(3.) Keep Faith in continual Excercile ; 
live by it through the whole Courſe of 
your Lives; your Faith muſt be a living, 
working Faith; for it it have not Works, it 


is Dead, being alone; we have conſtant gef. 
need of Faith that may work in us Pa- 36, 37, 


10. 


tience and Perſeverance. God may put us 39. 


to wait, though he will never ttay beyond 


his appointed time; therefore he that be- 


lieves muſt not make hafte. 

(4.) Rejoice in Tribulations and Suffer- 
ings as they are Trials of your Faith ; put 
a difference between Trials of Faith, which 
proceed from God for our Good and 
Benefit; and real Temptations, which pro- 
cecd from our own Luſt, and entice or 
ſeduce us unto Sin. 

(5.) Let your Joy and Triumph be in 
Chritt, who gives us the Victory through 
Faith; and not in our ſelves, or any thing 
that we our ſelves have done. It is he 
that gives us the Victory, and not we our 
{elves ; no, not our own Faith as o, but 
as given and ſupported by him, aud n not 
ſuffering us to 4 tempted above what we 
are able. | 
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(6.) Let not our Joy be a Carnal, but a 
Spiritual Joy ; a rejoicing in the Lord, 
and joying in the God ot our Salvation; 
let it be a Joy in the Holy Ghoſt; ſay with 
the Apolile, I am Crucitied to the World, 
and yet I live, and yet not I, but the Grace 
of Chriſt that liveth in me; the Lite that 
L live by the Faith of the Son of God. 

(7.) Rejoice in Hopes of full Victory at 
laſt through Faith in Chriſt. 

(S.) Rejoice more in Victory over Temp- 
tations, than in all outward and worldly 
things. Let this be your Kejoicing, the 
Teſtimony of your Conſciences, that in Sim- 
plicity and Godly Sincerity, not in Fleſhly 
Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God ye have 
had your Converſation in the World, Rejoice 
not ſo much in what ye have done by the 
Grace of Chriſt bettowed upon you, as in 
this, that your Names are written in Hea- 


ven, and that Chriſt through Grace hath Þ 


glorified himſelf in you, and by you. 


(9.) Beware of ſmiling, flattering Temp- | 
tations, for they are more dangerous, and | 
often hurtful, (if not deſtructive to the] 


Soul) than thoſe that are more rugged and 
ſtormy. Stormy Temptations will make 


you to wiap your ſelves more cloſely in 


Chriſt's Mantle, and to keep cloſe under 
the Shadow of his Wing; whereas more 
warming and — Gales will make 
you to caſt off your Spiritual Garments, 
and to live more by Sence than by With 
Spiritual Temptations more ſecretly a 
inſenſibly inſinuate themſelves 2 _ 
ar 
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Carnal Affections, than Temporal Tribu— 
lations. The Soul is in more danger of 
Spiritual Harm in Proſperity than in Ad- 
verſity. Ad verſity many tunes drives the 
Soul to Chritt, and cauſeth him to take 
fatter hold upon Chriſt and his Promiſes ; 
whereas Proſperity inſenſibly creeps into 
the Heart, and ſteals char away from 
Chriſt, and frem our dependance upon 
him, being taken up with Senſual and 
Fleſh-pleating Delights. which are very 
gratetul to the Carnal Appetite; we are 
apt to forget our Work, and the Journey 
we are going, when we fix our Eye upon 
the Vanities and Pleaſures of this Lite ; and 
ſo are we apt to do when the World 
flows in upon us in abundan-e ; when the 
Rich Mais Ground brought him in great 
plenty, he faith, S0, tho hat Goods laid Luke 12. 
up for many Tears, Eat, Drink, and be 19, 20. 
Merry, not conſidering what ſhould become 

of his Soul which ſhould be taken from 

him that Night. It was none of the leaft 
Commendations of Fob, who was fo Rich 

and Great a Man, and abounded in all 
manner of Worldly Proſperity, that yet 

he was ſo excellent a Man for Grace and 
Holineſs, and that every Way, and in e- 

very Relation and Capacity, that there was | 
none like one that truly feared, and is ac- Job 1. | 
knowledged by God as his choice 
Servant, and eichewed Evil. It is leſs 
hurtful to a Man when God takes from Heb. 12. 
him, all outward and vitible Comforts, % 7» 8. 
(tor this he may do, and yet love him 
| N H 4 never 
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never the worſe ſtill) than when he takes 
away Himſelt, and his Love from the Soul. 
It was very dreadivl when God faid, 
IWherefore ſhould ye be ſmitten any more ? 
Te will revolt more and more; or as 
of Ephraim, He is joined to Idols, let him 
alone; or as it is ſaid, So I gave them up 
to their own Hearts Luſt, No Man knows 
whether he {hall run, when grown Wanton 
by Proſperity ; he is given up to his Ex- 
travagant and never to be fatished Luſts. 
And theſe Proſperity expoſeth a Man unto, 
unleſs qualified with abundance of Grace, 
(as /ob was) and be extraordinary watch- 
tul. How many good Deſires and Inten- 
tions are choaked by the Riches and Vani— 
ties of the World. and come to nothin 

at laſt? The Rich Man in the Golpel ha 
ſome good Dctires after Heaven; but if 
it mult colt him the parting with his E- 
fiate, and taking up a Croſs to follow 
Chriſt, this he could not conſent to. 
Thercfore our Savour makes it next to 
an Inpottbility for a Rich Man to enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven; nay, if all 
things were not pœſſible to God, no Rich 
Man could poflibly enter into Heaven, 


And the Apolile tells us the reaſon of it. 


The Rich Man los all downward upon 
his Riches and Enjoyments, though this 


be the moſt he gets by them, the behold- 


ing of them with his Eyes ; he can enjoy 
and make no further uſe of them than 
tor Food and Riiment, yet theſe he Doats 


upon, and Glorics in ; whereas let the Poor 
Man 
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Man look down into the World.and there is 
nothing but diſmal Darknets about him; it \| 
is the Rich that here enjoys his Good 
Things, the Poor hath only his Evil 
Things ; he hath no comfortable Proſpect, 
but by looking upward to the Things 
which are only viiible to the Eye of 
Faith. Looking unto jeſus, the Author and 1 
Finiſher of his Faith, aud the Patern that ; 
he hath {ct before him. Looking to the | 
Covenant and Promiſes thereof, and making | 
{ure to get a Saving Intereſt in Chritt by | 
this Covenant; and hereby he ſees | 
the Crown of Glory, and Recompence of 
Reward ſet before him; and this makes 
him intent upon his Work and Journey, 
and to preſs towards the Mark, for the Price 
of the high Calling of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus. Therefore a low and uttering 
State is leſs dangerous and hurtful to the 
Soul, than a viſible proſperous State is. 
For to be Carnally minded 1s Death, but to Rom. 8. 6. 
be Spiritually minded is Life and Peace, 
(10.) As thou lookeſt, and thou hopeſt 
tor a Crown of Glory, and Day of Tri- 
umph hereafter, ſo (with all thy Might 
and Skill) be preparing for it whilſt thou 
art here in this Life, This is the Time 
and Place of Preparation that- thou mayelt 
meet the Lord with Comfort at his com- 
ing. There is a Reſt and glorious Crown 
reſerved and laid up for the Saints in Hea- 
ven; yea, ſo Great and Glorious, that Eye 1 Cor. 9. 2. 
bath not ſeen, nor Kar heard, nor hath it 
entered into the Heart of Man to conceive 
what 
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what God hath prepared for them that love 
him, and long for his Appearance ; nay, 
ſo far do they exceed not only Sence an 
Reaſon, but even the Apprehenſions of 
Faith here. that when the Saints come to 
enjoy them, they will ſtand amazed, and 
2 Thefl. I. wonder what Chriſt will do with them, 
_ he heaps ſuch unexpected and wonderful 
Weight of Glory upon. O how light and 
ſmall will the Suttcrings and Hardſhips 
that the Saints have undergone here be 
2 Cor. 4. etteemed by them, when theſe light A 
16, 17. flictims which hure en4Aured but for a Mo- 
ment, have wrought out for them a far 
more Exceeding and Eternal Weight of Glory! 
With what Diligence and Circumſpection 
Phil. 3.12, then ought we to Mork out our Salvation 


1 with Fear and Trembling; tearing leſt 


Heb. 4. 1. through Unbelict, or neglect of our Work, 


we (hould fail or fall hort of this Crown | 


1 Joh. 3. of Glory? Now he that hath this Hope, pu- 
I, 2, 3. rijics himſelf, even as God is pure; we muſt 
be made mcet for this Inheritance, muſt 
Coloſ. 1, be delivered from the Power of Darkneſs, 
12, 13. and tranſlated into the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
The Bride muti Deck and Adorn her {elf 
for the coming of the Bridegroom, and 
muſt be always ready, becauſe ſhe knows 
not the Hour when he will come, leſt at 
his coming he ſhould find her unready, as 
the fooliſh Virgins were, and ſo be ſhut 
out from the Marriage Solemnity, Let us 
always have our Wedding Garments ready, 
and put on, that when we expect to Feat 


with Chriſt at his Table for eyer, he may 
not 
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not ſay, Hom cameſt thon in hither, not 
having on a Wedding Garment ? If thou 
be'tt found ſo, thou wilt not only be 
Speechleſs, but caſt out for ever; and 
what an horrible Diſappointment will this 
be 2 It would make a Man tremble to 
think with what Horrible Confounded 
Looks the unprepared Sinners will look, 
when they {ſee the Saints Cloathed with 
the Robes of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, having 
through Faith Waſhed their Garments in 
the Blood of the Lamb, and Cloathed in 
White Robes of the Saints, and themſelves 
in their Filthy Rags of Sin and Guult ; 
when all things are prepared and made 
ready, on Chriſt's part, for a Triumphant 
and Everlalting Feaſt of Glory, and the 


Saints lifting up their Heads in Triumph 


and Glory, having by Faith Conquered 
all their Enemies, and (with the Egypti- 
ans leaving them dead upon the Sea-ſhoar) 
got ſafe through the Red- Sea of this ſinful 
and troubleſome World, and now Trium- 
phing with Chriſt in Glory; with what 
Horror will the Wicked look upon this 
Sight, when they in their filthy Garments 
are ſhut out, and muſt have no ſhare in 
this Joy, but caſt into the Lake for ever 
to continue there? How will they Curſe 
the Day that they neglected their Prepa- 
ration Work? Let us therefore take heed 
left through our negle& we be not found 
unprepared. 


Let me add one Uſe more from this 
Doctrine. 
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If the Triumph of Saints ſhall be ſo 
great when their Faith hath been tried, 
and they have obtained Victory over 
Temptations through Faith, and eſpecially 
when they have obtained full and final 
Victory over all their Enemies, and are 
got above the react tf all Temptations ; 
what Support, Comiort and Encourage- 
ment may this be © believers, to run with 
Patience the Race ſet before them, and to 
Perſcvere in Faith and Patience to the end; 
may I not Expot'ulate wich thee as David 
did with his own Soul 2 Why art tim caſt 
down, O my Soul? Why art thou c/quaieted 
in mc? Hope in God, for T ſhall y:t praiſe 
him, who 1s the Health of my Countcnance, 


and my God, Thy Flesh may for the pre- 
ſent fail thee; yea, and thy Heart too 


but God is the Strength of thine Heart, an 

will be thy Portion for ever; thou haſt 
been tempted and tried, and that with 
Fiery Trials; thou haſt gone through Fire 
and Water ; yea, Temptation hath been 
ſo ſtrong upon thee, that thou haft been 
ready to fay with the Pſalmiſt, I have 
cleanſed my Heart in vain, and waſhed 
my Hands in Innocency, for ſtill I am 
chaltened every Morning, Tribulations 
come as duly as the Morning. They are 
ſo conſtant, ſo accumulated and heaped 
one upon the Back of another, and ſo 
aggravated by the Circumſtances that ac- 
company them, that I am never able to 
bear them ; I can ſee no end of them ; and 


my Faith is fo batted, and Patience worn 
out, 
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out, that I fear I ſhall never fee through 
them. Nay, I fear that God hates me, is 
become mine Enemy, and hath no Love | 
or Kindneſs for me. | | 
If this be thy Caſe, let me ſpeak ſome- | 
thing for thy Comfort, and for the 
Strengthning and Encouraging thee to 
hold out in the Exerciſe of Faith and Pa- 8 
tience to the end; let not go thy Conh- 35. . ü 
dence which hath great Recompence of 
Reward ; For he that ſhall come, will come, | 
and not tarry a Minute beyond his appoin- | 
ted time ; only live by and exerciſe Faith | 
and Patience; for thou haſt need of Pati- 
ence, not only in doing and ſuffering the | 
Will of God, but in waiting for the time | 
of God's Deliverance ; for the Viſion is for Jam. 1.11 
an appointed time, and he that believes, | 
ſhall not make haſte, or ever be confounded ; | 
ye have heard of the Patience of Job, and | 
ſeen the end of the Lord, therefore hold on a 
in Faith and Patience, and be not diſcou- | 
| 
| 


raged at the Difhculties ye meet with, 
nor the unbelieving Fears that diſcourage 
and diſhearten you. Though Fleſh and 
Heart may fail you, and your Faith be for 
the preſent ſtaggered, yet give not all up | 
for loſt, but renew your Combat and Con- | 
flict, and ye ſhall find Faith come off Con- 
queror at laſt, For, (I.) True Faith was 
never totally and finally overcome; but 
though it hath for a time been battled and 
foi led, yet it hath renewed its Strength a- ; 
gain, and hath overcome at laſt, It hath 
too firm a Foundation that it is built and 

| bottomed 
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bottomed unon, ever to be battered down 


by the ſtrongeſt Storms and Tempelts that 


can come, for it is founded upon a Rock. 
It is built upon Jeſus Chriſt, who is the 
Author and Finiſher, or Perfecter of our 
Faith, who is able to fave to the utmoſt all 
that come to God by him, ſince he ever 


Ifa. 55. 3. lives to make Interceſſion for us. It is built 


2 Cor. 1. 


20 


18. 


Joh. 1. 9. 


2 Theſſ. 1. 


6, 7. 


Heb. 6.17; 


upon the Everlaſting and Unchangeable 
Covenant and Promiſes, which are the Sure 
Mercies of David. It is through the Me- 
rits of Chriſt that the Promiſes of God are 
made Tea and Amen, They are built up- 
on the Oath of God, wherein it is impoſ- 
{ible for God to Lie ; for he can as ſoon 
ceaſe to be God, as ceaſe to be a God of 
Truth and Faithfulneſs. 

(2.) It would be a very great piece of 
Injuſtice in God not to fulhl what he hath 
promiſed to Chritt in the Covenant of 
Redemption ; Chriſt hath fulhlled to a 
Tittle what God required of him as Re- 
deemer. and therefore God is ſaid to be 
juſt to forgive us our Sins. As it is a Righ- 
teous thing with God to take Vengeance 
upon the Perſecutors and Oppreſſors of his 
People, ſo it is alſo an Act of Juſtice, a 
Righteous thing wich God to give Reſt unto 
his Saints from their Tribulations. If it 
cannot be ſo properly ſaid that it is an 
Act of Juſtice, but rather of Grace to 
them, yet it is an Act of Juſtice unto 
Chriſt, who hath fulfilled to a Tittle all 
that was required of him in the Cove- 


nant of Redemption on his part, that God 
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n, | ſhould tulfil all that he hath promiſed to 
at Chritt upon his Undertaking and Fulhlling 
L. the Work of our Redemption ; and there- Rom. 8.34. 
e fore he is advanced to the Right-Hand of 
11 the Father, to ſee all things fulhlled that 
II God hath by Covenant engaged to do for 
er the Redeemed Ones. And therefore by his | 
It Merit he makes continual Interceflion for | 
le them, not in a Precarious way ; but by Vir- 
re tue of his Merit he expects that all his, and Heb. 10, | 
e- his Members Enemies, ſhould be trodden 13. | 
re down and overcome. Chriſt expects it as | 
P- a Matter of Right and Juſtice to him, and 
f- therefore is ever at God's Right-Hand to 
See and take Care of the fultilling of every 
thing that God hath promiſed to his Peo- 
ple upon the Account of the Merit of Chriſt ; 
and therefore if not upon thine own Ac- 
count, yet upon Chriſt's Account, and his 
All ſufficient Merit and Mediation, thou 
may'ſt expect to come off Conqueror at 
| laſt, if thou perſevereſt in Faith unto the 
De end, and to hold on in thy Conflict with 
n- Temptation, till God's appointed Time ot 
Ce Deliverance come. Can thine unbelieving 
us Heart in the leaſt queſtion the Juſtice and 
a Faithfulneſs of God to his Only, Well-be- 
to WF loved and Ever-pleating Son, who was 
it Faithful to his Covenant with his Father, 
an Rand in all things performed his Father's | 
to W Will and Pleaſure ? juſtice is one of the Deut. 32.4. 
to Eſſential Attributes of God. Juſt and Right 
all F is he; it is part of his Name. And hall 
e- not the Judge of all the World do right ? 
d And eſpecially to his own Son, who bath 
q paid 
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paid fo dear a Purchaſe for the obtaining 
of the Precious Promiſes made to his Peo- 
ple 2 Go on therefore Courageoufly in thy 
Conflict with Temptation, in aſſured 
hope of full Victory at laſt; for the Cove- 
nant being made with Chrilt, he can never 
forteit anv Promiſe made therein unto his 
People and Members. Nay, all Power is 
put into the Hand of the Son. that he may 
{c- the Covenant exactly fultilled to a 
Tittle. Nay. he delivers not up his Me- 


g Cor. 15. qiatorial Kingdom to the Father till he ſee 
24, Cc. > all theſe things actually tulnlled, 


SeeRom.s. 


(3.) If whilſt that thou waſt an Ene- 


2, 9, 10. my to Chritt he ſo loved thee, as to give 


himſelf a Ranſom for the-., and to re- 
deem thee with his own Blood ; how 
much more will he take care of thee to 
bring thee ſafe through all Trials, when 
through Faith thou art reconciled to him? 


Luke 19. He came to ſeek and fave that which was 


loft, and will he again loſe thee when 
thou art found, when thou art once got 
into the Hand of Chritt, and made 4 
Member of him through Faith ? Is there 
any that can be able to pluck thee out of 
his Hand ? Upon this account he aſſures us 
of Victory, and Everlatiing Life and Sal- 


Joh. 10. vation at laſt; ſtick but thou cloſe to 


Chriſt by Faith, and go on chearfully in 


Heb. 13. 5. thy Warfare and Work, and Chriſt will 


Ifa. 49. 14, 


never fail thee. Sion under great and long 
continued Tribulation was ready to /de- 
ſpond, (as thou doſt) but ſee the Anſwer 


of God in this Caſe. 1 
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(4.) It is Faith that Unites thee to 
:hrift, and makes thee Alive in him, who 


the Fountain of Life, and muſt ſupport 
hee in Life, and bring thee through all 


WF ribulations, and give the Victory at latt. 


Je is from this Fountain that thou muſt 
raw continually the Waters of Lite; and 


is by Faith that thou receiveſt, and art 


Jupported and ſupplicd from time to time; 
For it is by Faith that thou ſtandeſt; not 
pon thine own Legs, but by his Strength 
nd Grace; and by this thou haſt been 
Jupported and ſupplied hitherto ; while 


Chriſt therefore lives to ſupply thee out of 


Irhis over-flowing Fountain, why ſhould'ſt 
Zhou deſpond ? For becauſe he hves thou 
*Fhalt live alſo; only ſtick to him by Faith, 
maintain and keep up thy Union with 
him; what God ſaid to Abraham, he 
faith to thee, I am God All, ſufficient; 
walk before me, and be thou perfect, and 


will be thy Shield, and exceeding great 
eward. Therefore believe and hope in 


1 God, and it will be thy Righteonſneſs, and 
the All-ſufficient God will he be to thee ; 
when ever any diſtruſtful, diſcouraging 


Thought would ariſe in thee, look unto 


Nelas Chriſt, to whom thou art United, 
and by whoſe Strength thou art Supported. 
lt is thy Union with Chriſt that will up— 


hold thee, if thou comeſt up out of the 
Wilderneſs leaning upon thy Beloved ; and 
therefore with Hope and Conhdence in 
him thou may'ſt ſay with the Apoſtle, 
Who ſhall ſeparate me from the Love of 

I Chriſt 2 3 


a 


Faith s Trial and Triumph, 
| Chriſt ? 1 am perſwaded that neither Death, 
nor Life, Angels, &c. ſhall feparate me 
from the Lowe of God, which is Chrit fiſus 
my Lord. Therefore with Rejoicing and 
* Triumph ſay with the Ptalmiſt. The Lord 
i my Light and Salvation, whom HA I 
fear ? Th: Lord is the Sirength of my Life. 

of whom ſhall I be afraid ? 

(F.) Conſider who it is that hath hi- 
theto uvhecld thee, and by whoſe Strength 
it is that thou yet ſtandeſt; is it not by the 
Strength of Chriſt, and not thine own? 
Thou haſt met with many Trials and 
Temptations in thy Life-time ; it may 
be as great, or greater than theſe thou 
tainteſt under, and thou haſt been helped 
through them, and by Grace thou ſtill 
ſtandeſt. Hath not the Strength of Chriſt 
been manifeſted in thy Weakneſs, ſo that 
when thou haſt been weak in thy Selk, 
thou hati been ſtrong in Chritt 2 And is 
not he the fame, both for Wiſdom, Power, 
and Love, that ever he was? Is his Arm 

Ila. 59. 1. hortned, that he cannot ſave ? Or his Far i 
heavy, that he cannot hear ? Let not there- 
fore thy unbelieving Heart cauſe him to 
hide his Face from thee that he will not 
hear; make therefore the ſame uſe of this 
Conſideration that the Apotile doth. 

il He was troubled with a Meſſenger of 

1 Satan ſent to Buffet him; he prays to be 

| d-livered from it; God promiſeth that 

) his Grace ſhould be ſufficient for him. and 

* 2Cor. 2.7, his Strength made perfect in his Weaknels, 

8, 9, 10. and he found it ſo ; for when he was weak 
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Faith's Trial and Triumph. 
in Himſelf, then was he ſtrong in Chriſt. 
T heretore he took Pleature uu Infirmittes, 
in Reproaches, Perſecutions, &c. And do 
thou the ſame. and depend upon the 


ſame Promiſc, for he is and will be tne 


ſame to thee that he was to the Apoltle 2 
He is the ſume?, Leſterday, to Pay, and far 
Ev-r : from this Conſideration the Apoltie 
gathers a ſtrong Ground of Hope for time 
to come : he hath delivered, and doth de- 
liver, avd he will vet deliver. 

(6.) Have not many others been as 
ſorely Tempted, Tried and Exerciſcd, as 
thou halt been or art ; yea, and their Faith 
put to as great a Stand as thine 1s, and 
yet God hath given them Victory at lait? 
What thinkett thou of Abraham, Dad, 
Job, and many others? Aud are not theſe 
Recorded in Scripture for the Encourage- 
ment of others in the like Caſcs, that we 
through Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures 
might have Hope, Let theretore-the Expe- 
riences Recorded in Scripture, and in the 
Hiſtory of all Ages, yea, and thine own 
Experiences, which thou halt gathered 
trom the Oblcrvation of God's Dealings 
in this Caſe, either with thy ſelf or others, 
encourage thee ſtill to hope in God, and 
perſevere in Faith and Patience to the 
end. Let not go therefore your Conh- 
dence in God, for he that hath promiſed 
to come will come in due time, and will 
not tarry. Thou haſt the Promite of God 
tor it. Anda Promiſe of God, made Ira 
and Amen in Chriſt Jeſus, is better Se- 
12 curity 
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curity than any thing ; nay, than all the 
things in the World can give thee. To 
live by Faith upon the Promiſes. is the 
ſureſt and moſt comfortable way of Living, 
tor the Promiſe of God ſtands for ever 
ſure. The Foundation of God, whether 
in Election, or the Work of Grace, and 
Principle of Holineſs, which God hath 
aid as a Foundation in the Hearts of his 
Elect, ſtands ſure, and is unchangeable, will 
never fail; give me but one Inſtance in all 
the Scripture, or all Ages of the Church, 
where ever the Promiſe of God failed, and 
I will yeild the whole Cauſe; but it thou 
canſt not. why ſhould thou through Un- 
belict make thy ſelf the only Inſtance ? 
(7.) It no tuture Reward were to be 
had, yet in keeping God's Commad ments 
there 1s great Reward ; all God's Ways are 
Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all his Paths 
Peace; Peace with God, and Peace and 
Comfort in our own Conſciences. 
Nay, theſe very Trials and Affliction 
that thou labourett under are for thy Good, 
for all _ work together for Good to them 
that love God ; and though they be not 
for the preſent joyous, but grievous, yet 
afterwards they work the peaceable Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs in them that are exer- 
ciſed thereby. | 
(S.) Though now thou art fad, and in 
a fearing Condition, (as Iſrael were when 
they entered into the Red-Sea) yet there 
is a time of Triumph and Rejoicing com- 
ing, wherein thou ſhalt Triumph over — 
thy 
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thy Conquered Enemies, as the Iſraelites 
did, when they ſaw the Egyptian that 
purſued them lye dead upon the Sea-ſhore. 
Thou art now in the Combat and Con- 
flict, and that (it may be) with ſtrong 
Temptations, and not only ſo, but even 
Fleſh and Heart fails thee, and through 
Unbelict art ready to give up all for loit 
and gone, however art filled with Doubts 
and Fears, leſt thou ſhouldeſt not be able 
to hold out to the end; but when Vidto- 
ry is obtained through Faith, how wilt 
thou then Triumph and Rejoice in him 
that hath given thee this Victory; nay, 
the lower Ebb that thy Faith hath been 
brought to in the Tria!, the higher will 
thy Soul Mount in Triumph when Victo- 
ry is obtained. Thy Soul then will Mag- 
nihe the Lord, and Rejoice in God thy 
Saviour. who hath ſupported thy Faith; 
yea, hath borne with the Infirmities and 
Weakneſſes thereof, and hath delivered 
thee from the thing thou ſo greatly fearedſt; 
when thoſe that have been overcome by 
Sin, Satan, and Temptation, ſhall hang 
down their Heads with Sorrow-and Shame, 
and with the greateſt Amazement ſhall 
hear the moſt dreadful Sentence pro- 
nounced againit them. G ye Curſed; then 
ſhalt thou with fulneſs of Joy lift up thy 
Head, becauſe the Day of thy Deliverance, 
and thy Marriage Day is come, and thou 
ſhalt hear the Voice of the Bridegroom 
calling, Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, in- 


berit the Kingdom prepared for you, for ye. 
ave 
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for thou knoweſt not what yet thou 
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have been faithful in a little, enter ye into 
the Joy of your Lord, 

Therefore though ye meet with mani- } 
fold and great Trials and Tribulations. a 
valt ---- and howling Wilderneſs, where you 
meet with many Dangers and Diſcourage- 
ments, yet fear not little Flock, for it is @® 
your Father's good Pleaſure to give you the 
Kingdim., The Victory at lait will make | 
amends for all the Difhculties that ye have 
waded through in the Conteſt. There 
wilt thou cry out with Thomas in the 
Text, My Lord, and my God, 

Let me add one neceſſary Caution or 
Admonition as a Concluſion of the whole, 
and this with reſpect to particular Trials, 
and (as thou ſuppoſeſt) Victorics over 
ſome {ſtrong Temptations. Thou hait 
been ſorely tempted, and haſt {ſtrongly 
(though with much difficulty) reliſted, 
and (as thou thinkeſt) overcome them; 
et be not too conhdent of thy Victory, 
Cor take the Pſalmiit's Advice, S:rve the 
Lord with Fear, and Kejoice with Trembling ; 


mav'ſt mect with. Thou haſt not yet 
reſiſted unto Blood, ſtriving againſt Sin. 
The ſame, or as great Temptations, may 
et aſſault thee as ever have done. A final 
and perfect Victory cannot be expected 
till thou comeſt to Heaven. Satan will 
be buſie while thou art here in this World, 
and the Luſt of the Fleſh will be luſting 
againſt the Spirit, and thy Grace is and 
will be imperfect while thou art here, 
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e into ¶ and mutt be watched, and daily ſtrengthen- 
ed and renewed every Day by freſh Sup- 


ani- MW pli-s trom Chriti, or ele thou wilt faint, 
18. 4 and thy very Faith fail hes, The Enemy 
you W may ſcem for a time to flee, and be van- 
rage- Þ quithed, when only he retires for the pre- 
t TS ſent, that he may get greater Advantage 
the WM afterward. Thy Temptation and Cor- 
nake fuption may for a time be laid to ſleep, and 
have yet not truly and fully overcome and mor- 
here tinned, and this is not right Cauſe and Mat- 

the ter of Triumph. But it is the true Mor- 


tihcation of Sin and Luft, when it is 
plucked up by the Roots, and utterly caft 
out of thy Heart and Affections the con- 
trary Grace planted there, that is a real 
Victory, and thou haſt Cauſe to Triumph 
in. Some may ſeem to be purged frora 
their Old Sins, and yet after a time may 
return to them again, as the Dog to his 2 Pet. 2. 
Vomit 3 therefore the Apoſtle adviſeth us 22. 
to give diligente to make our Calling and E- 1 pet. 1, 
[Gon ſure, and this by adding one Grace 5» fe the 
to another; take the Pſalmiſt's Advice Pr] q 
annexed to the Promiſe ; God will ſpeak 8. 
Peace to his People, and to his Saints, but 
let them not turn again to Folly ; beware 
theretore of Security and Self- confidence, for 
| we have need to watch unto the very end. 
= Upon this Account, though the Apo- 
{tle had been ſafely brought through many 
Trials and Temptations, yet they longed- 
ting to be delivered from this Body of Clay, be- 
and cauſe they could not expect a full and final | 
Victory till they had put off this Earthly 2 Cor. 5-1, 
Tabernacle ; we read in Scriptute of the 2» 3,4 
a 2 . a Saints 
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Saints earneſtly longing for the Appearance 
of Chriſt, and their Diſſolution ; but not 
fo much out of a natural deſire of Death, 
but eſpecially that they may be freed from 
the Body of Sin and Temptations, and 
that they may be ever with the Lord, and 
be taken into the Heavenly Relt and Society 
' of Chriſt and all his Members, when they 
1 ſhall be no more in the Noiſe of Spiritual 


bl grow weary, and faint in your Work ; for 
1 this Cauſe and Ule he hath given you the 
'F Earneſt of his Spirit, and hath delivered 
1 . you from many and great Fears, in whom 
1 there is Everlaſting Strength; and he hath 
. | Ifa. 26. 3, promiſed to keep Him in perfect Peace, whoſe 

Mind is ſtayed upon him, becauſe be truſteth 


in him, 
FM 14 
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ERRAT A. 
AGE 16. J. 16. r. in all, p. 18, J. 2. r. Satan. 
It. I. ib. f. (.) r. (,) p. 21. f. u, r. it. p. 27. l. ac. 
r. but they. p. 30. |. 1 5. T. not promiſed. p. 55+ I. ef. 
themſelves, r. herſelf. p. 63. l. 12. r. they outwardly. 


_ 7.8 p. 103, % "He, revers, t. believed, 


1 = Wars, but. enjoy everlaſting and perfect 
F £3 £& Peace, and ſhall ſce the Lord as he is, and 
i 2275 with that transforming Viſion which ſhall 
1 make us like him, and Partakers of his Glory. 
i 2 Rejoice therefore in the Grace of Chriſt 
1 which hath helped thee thus far; but 
4 | this do with Trembling, and let the Prin- 
1 5 cipal part of Joy be in Faith, and Hope 
WW wi of full Victory at laſt ; and let this quicken | 
F tz = you to run with Patience the Race ſet be- 
9 — = fore you, looking unto Jeſus the Author and 
"9 < 5 Finiſher of your Faith, that ye may not 
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